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The Boundaries of Freedom brings together, for the first time in English,
a group of key scholars whose work is helping to reconceive the social
and cultural history of Brazilian slavery. Brazil was the largest and most
enduring slave society in the Americas, with nearly five million enslaved
Africans brought forcibly to its shores over four-and-a-half centuries.
Slavery was integral to every aspect of its history. This book introduces
English-language readers to a paradigm-shifting renaissance in
Brazilian scholarship that has upended long-standing assumptions
about slavery’s relation to law, property, sexuality, and family;
reconceived understandings of slave economies; and explored issues of
agency, autonomy, identity, and freedom. These vibrant debates are
explored in fifteen essays that emphasize the centrality of slavery,
abolition, and Black subjectivity in the forging of modern Brazil and
place the Brazilian experience in dialogue with the afterlives of slavery
worldwide. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge
Core.

Brodwyn Fischer is Professor of Latin American History at the
University of Chicago. Her book A Poverty of Rights received awards
from the Social Science History Association, the Urban Studies
Association, the Brazilian Studies Association, and the Conference on
Latin American History. She is also coeditor of Cities from Scratch:
Poverty and Informality in Urban Latin America and the author of
essays on the histories of law, race, informality, and inequality in
urban Brazil.

Keila Grinberg is Professor of Latin American and Atlantic History at
the University of Pittsburgh. She is a specialist on slavery and race in the
Atlantic world. Her book A Black Jurist in a Slave Society was a finalist
for the 2020 Frederick Douglass Prize.
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Series editors

George Reid Andrews, University of Pittsburgh
Alejandro de la Fuente, Harvard University

This series reflects the coming of age of the new, multidisciplinary field of
Afro-Latin American Studies, which centers on the histories, cultures, and
experiences of people of African descent in Latin America. The series aims
to showcase scholarship produced by different disciplines, including history,
political science, sociology, ethnomusicology, anthropology, religious
studies, art, law, and cultural studies. It covers the full temporal span of
the African Diaspora in Latin America, from the early colonial period to the
present, and includes continental Latin America, the Caribbean, and other
key areas in the region where Africans and their descendants have made
a significant impact.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/afro-latin-america
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