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PREFACE

This special volume of Advances in Applied Probability is a Festschrift for N. H. (Nick)
Bingham. Nick’s 70th birthday was on 19th March 2015, and Charles Goldie, Rüdiger Kiesel
and Aleksandar Mijatović organised a conference, Limit Theorems in Probability, the following
week in honour of the occasion. It proved no problem at all to attract the most distinguished
speakers from far and near, and the speakers’ friendship with Nick and their relationship with
his work ensured a coherent and productive four-day meeting, which we held at Imperial
College London under the auspices of the Imperial Probability Centre, with the assistance of
Patrick Kelly.

It was our intention from the start to follow the conference with a Festschrift with a wider
theme than that of the conference, reflecting the great breadth of Nick’s work. Thus while many
of the contributions to this volume were prefigured in the conference, we have also been lucky
in attracting papers from beyond the conference’s theme, and the volume’s title, Probability,
Analysis and Number Theory, recognises that. One paper, that by A. J. Ostaszewski on pages
239–248, even arose as a complement to another, namely to that by E. J. G. and J. W. Pitman
on pages 261–282.

Nick’s own contribution here is autobiographical and historical, and who better than Nick
to give an account of the many areas of mathematics to which he has contributed, going well
beyond the probability of his title and reflecting the ever increasing pervasiveness of his and
our beloved subject. We therefore attempt no overview of his mathematical career but have
attempted to compile the evidence for it in the shape of his Bibliography, immediately following
this Preface. (Even so, that will become out of date, as Nick continues as productive as ever.)
We decided to list Nick’s book reviews, as they are evaluative, but to omit his 302 (to date)
reviews of papers in Mathematical Reviews. They may readily be listed, given online access to
MathSciNet.

Nick had a long stint as Coordinating Editor for Advances in Applied Probability, and it is
for that reason that this is a special volume of that journal rather than of the Journal of Applied
Probability. The last special volume of Advances (actually Special Supplement, December
1986) was Analytic and Geometric Stochastics, the Festschrift for Harry Reuter, whose memory
Nick and we revere, and we thank the Applied Probability Trust especially for allowing us the
privilege of succeeding it.

All contributions to this special volume were refereed, and we are most grateful to the
referees for their freely given and often very productive services, and to them and the authors
for efficiency and friendly cooperation which has made the task of the editors unburdensome.
The support and the skills of Dr Emma Talib, Executive Editor of the Trust, were crucial for
the success of the project for the volume and are acknowledged with warm appreciation. Our
thanks also to Susan Oakes for detail on Nick’s contributions to London Mathematical Society
Newsletters.

Charles M. Goldie
June 2016 Aleksandar Mijatović

© Applied Probability Trust 2016
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