
SHEA Newsletter
Edited by Robert A. Weinstein, MD

SHEA Board
Meeting Summary

As of December 31, 1987 the SHE.4
membership was 461. Because of‘ the
new affiliation with the journal, InJ&-
tiorr ~~~o~~hd ~rrtl  Hospital L;pidrmiology,
and the al.tendant new clues-suhscrip-
tion structure, the Board felt that it
~vould  he dif f icul t  to  predict  mem-
bership changes and finances ti)r this
coming, transitional year. SHEA may
still need to seek outside funding, at
least fi)r the near future.

~l‘he  issue of organizational liability
has not yet been resolved satisfactorily,
and Walter J. Hierholzer, *Jr., MI) will
work with legal counsel on this matter.

A n  o u t l i n e  o f ’  t h e  S H E A / C D C
course fbr hospital epidemiologists to
he piloted in August I988 in Atlanta,
was presented (see below). Initial plans
for a national conference focusing on
the expanded role of the hospital epi-
demiologist were also discussed. It was
agreed that a long-range planning
committee consisting ot‘ past presi-

dents of‘ SHEA will have its first meet-
ing in spring 1988.

‘l‘he Educat ional  Committee  has
h a d  it d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y  l i m i t e d
response to calls fi)r applications fi)r
the small grants program. ‘fhe scope
of that program will probably he cur-
tailed in the future.

The SHEA and APIC pres idents
attended each other’s board meetings
to continue the open line of communi-
cation between the two organizations.

SHEAIAPIC AIDS Task
Force Meeting

The f i rs t  jo int  venture  between
S H E A  ilIlt] A P I C ,  the A I D S  -l‘ask
Force, reviewed its first year’s activities:

l  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  t a s k  force
attended two meetings at the Cen-

ters for Disease Control (CM:)
and one meeting at the Occupa-
tional Safety  and Health Admin-
istration (OSHA).

l A joint resolution was developed
to encourage  state and local AIDS
advisory committees to include
infection control persons as com-
mittee members.

l  In  conjunct ion with  the  APIC
Education Committee, an AIDS
packet was revised and updated
and is now available through the
APIC;  national office.

l An educational  brochure about
AIDS and the health care worker
was developed and is ready for dis-
t r i b u t i o n  t o  S H E A  a n d  APIC
members.

l A response to OSHA’s  Advanced
Notice of‘ Proposed Rule  Making
was sent by APIC.
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Please send me an application form and information about membership in The
Society of Hospttal  Epidemiologists  of America (SHEA). (Eligibility for membership

1 requires a doctoral degree and either activity in hospital epidemiology or current 1
1 partlclpatlon in a training program in this field.)

I

I
My address is: I

I (Please print) I
I I

I I
I

I .,
Mall this request to Timothy  R. Townsend, MD, SHEA Secretary, Brady 119, Johns I

1 Hopkins Hospital, 600 N. Wolfe St., Baltimore, MD 21205.
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Despite the above activity, the task
force felt that a more proactive posi-
t ion  was  needed,  especia l ly  with
regard to key guideline, policy, and
regulatory groups. To this end, mem-
b e r s  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w i l l  m a k e
periodic contact with key staff persons
a t  t h e  C D C ,  OSHA,  t h e  N a t i o n a l
Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH),  the American Hos-
pital Association (AHA),  the Joint
C o m m i s s i o n  011 A c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f
Healthcare Organizations, and the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
t o  i n s u r e  SHEAiAPIC i n p u t  i n t o
future deliberations by those groups.

Finally, it was announced that the
SHEA Board had voted that recom-
mendations of the task force could
represent SHEA without requiring
full Board review and approval If
approval is granted by the SHEA pres-
ident. The purpose of this arrange-
ment is to enable the task force to
respond to outside groups in a more
timely fashion.

Results of SHEA
Membership Survey

This month’s Readers’ Forum arti-
cle, “A Survey of SHEA Members 011
U n i v e r s a l  P r e c a u t i o n s  a n d  H I V
Screening” by Miller and Farr (pp

176
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SHEA-CDC Training Course

The SHEA-CIX training program for new hospital epidemiologists
and for infectious clisease  fellows interested in careers in infection control
and hospital epidemiology (see February SHEA news) will have a pilot
COUI-SC  August 11-13, lOti in Atlanta, Georgia. Because this is a pilot
course, enrollment will be limited to approximately ‘LO  students and the
course fee will be waivecl. Individuals interested in attending should
contact Allen B. Kaiser, MI), Chief, Department of’ Medicine, St. IIw~nas
Hospital, H) Box 3X0,  Nashville, TN 3’7202.

16%165), indicates that there is over-
whelming support fbr universal pre-
c a u t i o n s  a m o n g  h o s p i t a l  e p i -
demiologists from across the nation.
‘l‘he results also demonstrate strong
opposition to routine screening of all
low-risk patients for- human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV) antibody. The
publication of this survey at a time
when OSHA is in the process of estab-
lishing regulations in this area demon-
strates  how SHEA can potent ia l ly
exert a positive influence on national
policies.

SHEA Nominations
Deadline

B r y a n  S i m m o n s ,  MD h a s  b e e n
appointed chairperson of this year’s
SHEA nominat ing committee .  The

deadline fbr submitting nominations
is May 20, 1988. Positions to be filled in
this year’s election are: vice-president,
treasurer, and two councilors. SHEA
members wishing to suggest candi-
dates for these positions should sub-
mit nominations in writing to Bryan
Simmons,  MI), Methodist  Centra l .
126,?  U n i o n  A v e . ,  M e m p h i s ,  ‘1-N
3x104.
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