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This is a book about doing without books
or journals forthe publication of new
data. The present volume of new
information imposes a very great strain on
conventional resources for its collection,
storage and dissemination. Mere refine-
ments in present methods will not secure
the necessary radical improvement. Thus,
the purpose of this symposium was to
discuss the application of computer tech-
niques, assessing their importance and
usefulness, to the automated handling
of data.

The stress is on facing and exploring
such problems as the incompatability of
computer systems, the establishment of
the most useful approach and of dealing
with very small units of information. Of
particular interest is the description of
the Flora North America project, an
experiment in computer use of great
significance. For computer specialists,
museum curators and systematic
geologists and biologists this book
will be most valuable.
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February 1971, 490pp., £6.00

This work is intended for geologists
and other scientists studying
sedimentary rocks and interested in
contemporary geological processes on
the Earth's surface.
It has a two-fold purpose: firstly, to
give a concise survey of the composition
and genesis of Recent sediments
and the laws controlling their
deposition; and secondly to rehearse
sedimentological data that could
usefully be applied to the study of
sediments from earlier geological
periods.
The author has tried to repair the lack
of works synthesizing problems
concerning Recent sedimentary rocks.
The subject is, however, so
comprehensive that it would be
impossible for one person to be an
expert in all aspects, and information
has therefore been gathered from the
literature and from specialists in the
relevant fields.
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OLIVER & BOYD

GEOLOGICAL TIME
Contemporary Science Paperback 46
J. F. Kirkaldy
Beyond written history and archaeological knowledge stretches a vast period of time
during which were formed the groups of rocks which made up the Earth's crust.
The primary aim of this book Is to show how the magnitude of geological time came
gradually to be appreciated, how geologists have developed a relative time scale, and
how a picture is gradually being built up of the evolutionary and other changes
that have taken place in the past.
128 pages Illustrated 37p

Also available

LIFE, MIND AND GALAXIES
Contemporary Science Paperback 2
V. A. Firsoff
'Lucidly looks at the origins of life, its chemical basis and limits on Earth, the
possibilities of alternative chemistries and where they might be found, and does it
with a vigour, originality and, yes, a brashness that engages me.'

Gerald Leach in Science Journal
112 pages illustrated 37p
THE EVOLUTION OF THE GALAXIES
Contemporary Science Paperback 11
V. C. Reddish
'Anyone wishing to learn about modern thought concerning the universe at large...
could do no better than read this book ' Spacefllght
120 pages illustrated 37p
OLIVER & BOYD
Tweeddale Court 14 High Street Edinburgh
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Articles submitted for publication in the Geological Magazine should be
addressed to the editors at the Sedgwick Museum, Downing Street,
Cambridge CB2 3EQ,, England, and sent in duplicate. Publications
for notice and review should be marked for the review editor at the
same address.

Contributions, including reference lists, should be typewritten,
double-spaced, and should be carefully revised. Where typing errors
are corrected or minor alterations made, they should be done neatly
in the typescript, leaving the margins clear. Marginal marks should
be used only when correcting proofs. Illustrations should be drawn to
allow reduction to a maximum size of 165mm x 110mm; originals
must not exceed 495mm x 330mm and must be sent in a flat
package. Lettering must allow for legibility after reduction (i.e.
equivalent to imm as a minimum on reduction). Duplicates of
illustrations may be prints or, preferably, reductions. Metric units of
the SI system are preferred. Illustrations in the text will be referred to
as figures (Fig. 2, 2a, etc.), and halftone plates will be referred to (also
in arabic) as Plates 2, 2a, etc. Folding plates will not be accepted.
Captions must be typed on separate sheets.

The typescript must be accompanied by a short summary. Contri-
butors should follow the rules in the Geological Society of London's
Notes to Authors (Proc. geol. Soc. Lond., No. 1627, Oct. 1965), with the
following exceptions. The total length of a paper should not in
general exceed 20 pages of the Geological Magazine; preference and
priority are given to short papers. For future volumes, primary
headings should be in lower case, at margin, with arabic numeral.
Secondary headings should be in lower case italics (underlined), at
margin, with Section number followed by lower case letter (i.a,
i.b, etc.). Tertiary headings should be in lower case italics (underlined),
at margin, with Section number, lower case letter, and number of
sub-section (i.a.i, i.a.2, etc.).

No cross-references by page should be given to other parts of the
text, but 'above' and 'below' used (with the section specified, e.g.
'Section 2 a. / . ' ) . References should be abbreviated in the form of the
World List of Scientific Periodicals (4th edit., 1963-65) as far as possible,
e.g. Lapworth, C. 1878. The Moffat Series. Q_. Jl geol. Soc, Lond., 34, 240-343.
Books should be cited briefly as: Bums, R. G. 1970. Mineralogical
applications of crystal field theory. 224 p., C.U.P., London. Unpublished work,
e.g. from theses, should normally be referred to in the text in paren-
theses and not included in the reference list unless already in the
press.

Twenty-five offprints of each paper will be provided free of charge.
Additional offprints may be purchased according to an agreed scale
of charges.
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