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ORIENTAL WIT AND WISDOM;

or, The Laughable Stories collected by Bar-Hebraeus. The Syriac Text with an
English Translation,

BY E. A. WALLIS BUDGE, LITT.D. , F.S.A., Keeper of the Department
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum.

(Vol. I of Luzac's Semitic Text and Translation Series.) 8vo. pp. xxvii, 204 + 166.

CRITICAL REMARKS UPON SOME PASSAGES OF THE
OLD TESTAMENT.

BY PAUL RUBEN.
4to. Cloth, pp. ii, 24, 14. Price 3s. &d.

BABYLONIAN MAGIC AND SORCERY.
Being "The Prayers of the Lifting of the Hand." The Cuneiform Texts of a
group of Babylonian and Assyrian Incantations and Magical Formulae, edited
with Transliterations, Translations, and full Vocabulary from Tablets of the

Kuyunjik Collection, preserved in the British Museum.
BY LEONARD W. KING, M.A., Assistant in the Department of Egyptian

and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum.
Koy. 8vo. Cloth. 18s. nett.

EUROPE IN CHINA. THE HISTORY OF HONGKONG.
From the Beginning to the Year 1882.

BY E. J. EITEL, P H . D . , Inspector of Schools, Hongkong.
8vo. pp. vii, 575. With Index. Price 15s. nett.

A HISTORY OF THE DECCAN.
BY J. D. B. GRIBBLE.

With Numerous Illustrations, Plates, Portraits, Maps, and Plans.
In two Vols. Vol. I. Price 21s.

The first volume gives the History of the First Kingdom, under the Bahmanee
Sultans, the Civil Wars that broke out after Aurangzebe's death, the Episode
of the great " King-makers," Zulflccar Khan and the two Seyds, and ends
with the independence of the first Nizam Asaf Jah.

Vol. I I will come out in the course of 1896.

THE GOSPEL-MESSAGE;
or, Essays, Addresses, Suggestions, and Warnings on the different aspects of

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS TO NON-CHRISTIAN RACES AND PEOPLES.
BY R. N. CUST.

8vo. Cloth, pp. xx, 494. Price 7s. Sd.

LUZAC'S ORIENTAL LIST.
Vol VI. 8vo. Half-bound, pp. 248. With Index of 15 pages. Price 5s.
LUZAC'S ORIENTAL LIST contains: Notes and News on, and a

Bibliographical List of, all new Publications on Africa and the East. Published
Monthly. Annual Subscription, 3s.

A few copies of Vols. I to V (1890-1895), with Index and Title Page,
half-bound, still to be had. Price, Vols. I and II , 6s. each; I I I to V, 5s. each.
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PALI TEXT SOCIETY,

C O M M I T T E E OF M A N A G E M E N T .

M. EMILE SENART, de l'lnstitut.

PROFESSOR FAUSBOLL. PROFESSOR J. ESTLIN CARPENTER.

ROBERT CHALMERS, Esa.

Managing Chairman—-T. W. RHYS DAVIDS, 22, Albemarle Street, London,W.
(With power to add workers to their number.)

Hon. See. and Treas. for America—Prof. Lanman, Harvard College, Cam-
bridge, Mass.

Hon. Sec. and Treas. for Ceylon—E. R. Gooneratne, Esq., Atapattu Muda-
liyar, Galle.

This Society has been started in order to render accessible to
students the rich stores of the earliest Buddhist literature now
lying unedited and practically unused in the various MSS.
scattered throughout the University and other Public Libraries
of Europe.

The historical importance of these Texts can scarcely be ex-
aggerated, either in respect of their value for the history of
folk-lore, or of religion, or of language. It is already certain
that they were all put into their present form within a very
limited period, probably extending to less than a century and a
half (about B.C. 400-250). For that period they have preserved
for us a record, quite uncontaminated by filtration through any
European mind, of the every-day beliefs and customs of a people
nearly related to ourselves, just as they were passing through the
first stages of civilization. They are our best authorities for the
early history of that interesting system of religion so nearly
allied to some of the latest speculations among ourselves, and
which has influenced so powerfully, and for so long a time, so
great a portion of the human race—the system of religion which
we now call Buddhism. The sacred books of the early Budd-
hists have preserved to us the sole record of the only religious
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2 Pali Text Society.

movement in the world's history which bears any close resem-
blance to early Christianity. In the history of speech they contain
unimpeachable evidence of a stage in language midway between
the Vedic Sanskrit and the various modern forms of speech in
India. In the history of Indian literature there is nothing older
than these works, excepting only the Vedic writings; and all the
later classical Sanskrit literature has been profoundly influenced
by the intellectual struggle of which they aflord the only direct
evidence. It is not, therefore, too much to say that the publica-
tion of this unique literature will be no less important for the
study of history—whether anthropological, philological, literary, or
religious—than the publication of the Vedas has already been.

The whole will occupy about nine or ten thousand pages 8vo.
Of these 7200 pages have already appeared. The accession of
about fifty new members would make it possible to issue 1000
pages every year.

The Subscription to the Society is only One Guinea a
year, or Five Guineas for six years, payable in advance. Each
subscriber receives, post free, the publications of the Society,
which cost a good deal more than a guinea to produce.

It is hoped that persons who are desirous to aid the publication
of these important historical texts, but who do not themselves
read Pali, will give Donations to be spread if necessary over a
term of years. Nearly £400 has already been thus given to the
Society by public-spirited friends of historical research.

*jf* Subscriptions for 1896 are now due, and it is earnestly requested
that subscribers will send in their payments without putting the Chairman
to the expense and trouble of personally asking for them. All who can
conveniently do so should send the Five Guineas for six years, to
their own benefit and that of the Society also.

The Society keeps no books, and its publications cannot in any
case be sent to subscribers who have not already paid their sub-
scriptions for the year.

Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the "Pali
Text Society." (Address: 22, Albemarle Street, London, IF.)
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