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A n e a r - i n f r a r e d s u r v e y has been conduc ted o f 0 .55 squa re d e g r e e s around 
t h e G a l a c t i c c e n t e r w i t h t h e 1 m t e l e s c o p e o f S i d i n g S p r i n g O b s e r v a t o r y , 
A u s t r a l i a . From t h e d e t e c t e d s o u r c e s , 39 o b j e c t s which a r e b r i g h t 
( K < 7 . 6 ) and r e d ( H - K > 1 . 4 ) and 11 o b j e c t s s l i g h t l y f a i n t e r (K 'xS) have 
been s e l e c t e d . S u b s e q u e n t l y , t h e i r 1 - 2 0 ym pho tome t ry and 2 - 3 . 5 urn 
s p e c t r a a t a r e s o l u t i o n o f λ / Δ λ ^ 1 5 0 have been o b t a i n e d w i t h t h e IRTF 
a t o p Mauna K e a , H a w a i i . 

Many o f t h e s e l e c t e d o b j e c t s have s t r o n g ^ 0 a b s o r p t i o n a t 1.9 ym 
and 2 . 7 ym; t h e y a r e presumably l o n g - p e r i o d v a r i a b l e s . O the r o b j e c t s 
w i t h weaker ^ 0 f e a t u r e and deep CO a b s o r p t i o n a t 2 . 3 ym a r e p r o b a b l y 
normal M - t y p e g i a n t s and s u p e r g i a n t s . The number o f such o b j e c t s i s 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a usua l e x p o n e n t i a l - d i s k m o d e l , and no p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f s u p e r g i a n t s i s found from t h e p r e s e n t o b s e r v a t i o n . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e l a t e - t y p e s t a r s , t h e r e a r e t h r e e e a r l y - t y p e s t a r s w i t h 
hyd rogen r e c o m b i n a t i o n l i n e s , p o s s i b l y young s t e l l a r o b j e c t s . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , f o u r o b j e c t s have been found which show no s p e c t r a l f e a t u r e 
i n t h e Κ band. These a r e t h e two b r i g h t e s t members o f t h e " I R 
Q u i n t u p l e t " s o u r c e s ( K o b a y a s h i e t a l . 1983; Okuda e t a l . 1988) and two 
s i m i l a r o b j e c t s a f ew a r c m i n u t e s away . 

The b r i g h t o b j e c t s can be used as background c o n t i n u a i n s t u d y i n g 
i n t e r s t e l l a r e x t i n c t i o n t owards t h e G a l a c t i c c e n t e r . Many o b j e c t s show 
a b s o r p t i o n f e a t u r e s a t 3 . 0 and 3 . 4 ym. S i n c e t h e c e n t r a l w a v e l e n g t h o f 
t h e 3 . 0 ym f e a t u r e i s s h o r t e r than t h a t o f t h e " i c e " f e a t u r e seen i n t h e 
s o u r c e s i n m o l e c u l a r c l o u d s ( W i l l n e r 1 9 8 4 ) , t h e i r o r i g i n migh t be 
d i f f e r e n t . The 3 . 4 ym f e a t u r e i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t seen i n IRS7 and o t h e r 
s o u r c e s i n t h e G a l a c t i c c e n t e r ( B u t c h a r t e t a l . 1 9 8 6 ) . 
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