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THE EXCHANGE OF "LISTS OF DUPLICATES" AND ITS IMPORTANCE 
FOR ASTRONOMICAL LIBRARIES 
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Chopina 1 2 / 1 8 , PL-87-100 T o r u n , Poland 

ABSTRACT. P r o b l e m s o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x c h a n g e and 
e s p e c i a l l y o f " L i s t s o f D u p l i c a t e s " w h i c h i n my o p i n i o n a r e 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r s m a l l and n o t t o o r i c h l i b r a r i e s l i k e 
o u r L i b r a r y , a r e b r i e f l y d i s c u s s e d . 

A s t r o n o m i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n Torun b e g a n i n 1945 when t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y b e a r i n g t h e name o f N i c o l a u s C o p e r n i c u s had b e e n 
o r g a n i z e d . Our L i b r a r y e x i s t s i n t h r e e p l a c e s : i n t h e 
I n s t i t u t e o f A s t r o n o m y i n T o r u n , i n t h e A s t r o n o m i c a l 
O b s e r v a t o r y i n P i w n i c e and i n t h e Radio A s t r o n o m y 
O b s e r v a t o r y i n P i w n i c e . V e h a v e a b o u t 8 t h o u s a n d b o o k s and 
a b o u t 6 t h o u s a n d v o l u m e s o f J o u r n a l s and p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

The g r e a t p a r t o f o u r c o l l e c t i o n s c o m e s f r o m e x c h a n g e 
b a s i s and f r o m g i f t s s e n t by o t h e r f o r e i g n l i b r a r i e s . The 
r e a s o n f o r t h i s i s t h e i n c o n v e r t i b i l i t y o f o u r c u r r e n c y , 
t h e L i b r a r y c a n n o t buy ind iv idua l ly a n y t h i n g i n W e s t e r n 
c o u n t r i e s . We h a v e o n l y a l i m i t e d a m o u n t o f d o l l a r s and f o r 
t h a t money we c a n o r d e r and buy a b o u t 10 b o o k s and 
s u b s c r i b e 14 W e s t e r n J o u r n a l s p e r y e a r . Lucki ly t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t s e r i e s i n a s t r o n o m y c a n b e o b t a i n e d a s a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f a p r e v i o u s p u r c h a s e . I t h i n k t h a t t h e a b o v e 
l i m i t i s t o o s m a l l f o r o u r L i b r a r y and t h e r e f o r e t h e 
e x c h a n g e i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r u s . 

We c a r r y o n a n e x c h a n g e w i t h 35 c o u n t r i e s . We a r e 
s e n d i n g o u r Bull&tin of Astronomical Ob&arvatory in Torun 
t o about 200 d i f f e r e n t as tronomical i n s t i t u t i o n s . In r e t u r n 
we r e c e i v e a l o t o f mater ia l s published by t h e s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , bo th small publ icat ions and big workshops or 
r e p o r t s . Through t h e kindness o f many i n s t i t u t i o n s we 
r e c e i v e a l so some important Journals on exchange bas i s . Of 
c o u r s e , i t can be s e e n t h a t in many c a s e s an exchange i s 
no t equivalent f o r both s i d e s . There a r e many big 
i n s t i t u t i o n s like NASA o r ESA which publish and send t o 
o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s a l o t o f publ icat ions and workshops. 
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They a r e doing t h i s very o f t e n f r e e o f charge or in r e t u r n 
f o r small and seldom appearing mater ia l s . I hope t h a t in 
s p i t e o f such nonequality and o f harder f inancial s i t u a t i o n 
in some astronomical i n s t i t u t i o n s t h i s exchange will be in 
f u t u r e a s e f f i c i e n t a s be fore . We ought t o think h e r e o f 
all small as tronomical i n s t i t u t i o n s s i t u a t e d in developing 
c o u n t r i e s , who may n o t be aware o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
obtaining as tronomical publ icat ions on exchange b a s i s , and 
t r y t o help them. 

The prepara t ion and sending of l ibrary "Search and 
Duplicate L i s t s " i s a n e c e s s a r y e lement o f t h e exchange. 
The "Lists o f Duplicates" from o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e a 
important s o u r c e o f supplementing publ icat ions and Journals 
missing in t h e l ibrary. I think t h a t in e v e r y l ibrary some 
co l l ec t ions a r e no t complete. In our Library, f o r example, 
I have no chance t o supplement miss ing mater ia l s in o t h e r 
way than from "Lists o f Duplicates". 

At t h e beginning o f 80s about 10 l i b r a r i e s s e n t t o us 
such l i s t s . Unfortunate ly now we r e c e i v e "Search and 
Duplicates L i s t s " only from 2 i n s t i t u t i o n s : NRAO and STScI. 
A l o t o f our c o l l e c t i o n s a r e complete owing t o t h e i r 
kindness. Now I have an opportuni ty t o make an appeal t o 
all as tronomical l ibrar ians t o make t h i s e f f o r t and publish 
"Lists o f Duplicates" even n o t t o o frequent ly , f o r i n s t a n c e 
every two or t h r e e y e a r s , and send them t o o t h e r s . I t will 
be an occas ion both f o r g e t t i n g r id o f u s e l e s s mater ia l s 
and f o r helping l i b r a r i e s in need o f t h e s e publ icat ions . 

I t must be admitted t h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange g i v e s 
a l so t h e pos s ib i l i t y f o r l ibrar ians t o come i n t o personal 
c o n t a c t s and t o e n t e r i n t o correspondence with l ibrar ians 
from all over t h e world. This Colloquium i s in a way a l so 
t h e r e s u l t o f such c o n t a c t s among a s t r o n o m e r s and 
l ibrarians from d i f f e r e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s . I hope t h a t our 
meeting will g ive u s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f becoming acquainted 
which will be helpful in our f u t u r e work. 
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