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Cover The isolation of islands and their often high proportion 
of endemic species have both entranced natural historians and posed 
unique challenges for conservation. The main theme of this issue 
(pp. 16–72) examines some of these matters, including the conservation 
and ecology of island endemics, the influence of invasive species, 
and the role of islands and atolls as refugia. The lead article (pp. 16–25) 
examines patterns of space use by two Critically Endangered Galapagos 
tortoise species, Chelonoidis porteri (pictured) and Chelonoidis 
donfaustoi, on farms on Santa Cruz Island. As agricultural areas 
expand, interactions between wild animals and people are increasing, 
and understanding the nature of such interactions is vital for managing 
human–wildlife coexistence. The tortoises on Santa Cruz Island spend 
extended lengths of time in the agricultural zone, outside the National 
Park that comprises 88% of the island, leading to an emerging human–
wildlife conflict. This cuts across to the second theme in this issue, 
on people and wildlife (pp. 73–100). (Photograph © Tui de Roy/NaturePL)
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