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THE EDITOR’S REPORT ON THE JOURNAL OF ZOOLOGY FOR 1997

During the year, 162 papers have been published in the 12 monthly parts of volumes 241-243. The
December issue (Volume 243, part 4) was the last number of the Journal to be published by Oxford
University Press, and Assistant Editor Angela Stroud left at the end of the year. She had copy-edited
manuscripts for the Journal for more than 10 years, and I would like to express my personal thanks
to her, as I am sure would all authors, for her painstaking and faultless work. From January 1998 the
Journal is being published by Cambridge University Press and I hope that all subscribers approve of
the new format.

During 1997, 226 papers were submitted to the Journal for publication and reports were written by
245 referees. At the time of this page going to press there remain a few prospective referees who were
approached at the end of 1997 but who have not yet agreed to take on the papers. These people will
therefore be thanked and their names listed in the Editor’s report for 1998.

I fully realize that the task of reviewing manuscripts is time-consuming and that advice is freely
given by scientists who already have an excessive workload. I know that a great deal is asked of these
scientists but I should like to urge them to reply to requests for refereeing by return of e-mail or fax
whenever possible, and to send their reports within a month of receiving the papers. Quick responses
would be of great benefit to authors, referees, and to the scientific standing of the Journal. Further
progress has been made in cutting down the delay in production with the time between acceptance of
papers and their publication being reduced from 10 months to an average of six months.

I, as Editor, and the Editorial Board, on behalf of the Zoological Society of London, give great
thanks to all those who reviewed papers submitted to the Journal at the end of 1996 and in 1997, and
whose names are listed below. If there are any omissions or mis-spelt names, please let me know.

Juliet Clutton-Brock
2 March 1998
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