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Universite Lmanium: L'Institut de Recherches Hconomiques et Sociales
L'INSTITUT de Recherches ficonomiques et Sociales de TUniversite Lovaniumestne en 195 5,
avec comme mission de stimuler les activites de recherches dans la Faculte des Sciences
Politiques, Sociales et ficonomiques. Le Centre Ethno-sociologique s'interesse principale-
ment a l'analyse du phenomene d'acculturation au sein d'une societe heterogene mise en
contact avec les apports materiels et mentaux de la civilisation industrielle. II lui a paru
interessant au depart d'approfondir la connaissance de ce qu'est la vie d'une societe tradi-
tionnelle qui, tout en ayant des contacts sporadiques avec Texterieur, est restee en bonne
partie fidele a son mode de vie ancestral. Des recherches sont en cours dans la province du
Kwango en territoire de Kasongo-Lunda chez les Yaka de la chefferie de Muningulu. Elles
portent sur le monde des valeurs et des normes et s'efforcent de saisir sous Tangle psycho-
sociologique quel est le contenu du statut et des roles devolus aux groupes masculin et
feminin. La phase preliminaire de ce travail est achevee. Elle a permis de brosser un tableau
de la societe et de la culture des Yaka, mais aussi de rassembler un vocabulaire de quatre
mille mots d'une langue qui n'a pratiquement pas encore ete etudiee et codifie'e jusqu'a
present. De la phase preliminaire sont nees des hypotheses de recherche relatives aux con-
figurations de la religion-magie, de la structure et des relations sociales, du travail, de la
sexualite et du milieu ecologique, ainsi qu'aux interferences existant entre ces phenomenes.
Le stade de l'analyse approfondie a debute par Petude systematique de la famille etendue.
Les Yaka ont en effet fourni a Leopoldville depuis de nombreuses annees des contingents de
travailleurs migrants non qualifies; leur attitude peut encore aider a. mieux comprendre les
difficultes qu'eprouvent les populations africaines a s'integrer completement dans une
economie moderne.

L'Institut s'attache a. l'etude des processus et des resultats deja acquis de l'acculturation des
populations urbaines, et celles de Leopoldville en particulier. Sur le plan theorique des
enquetes sont menees dans le milieu des instituteurs de la capitale et des petites villes du
Bas-Congo. Ces gens forment un groupe qui est particulierement expose aux transformations
culturelles et dans lequel peuvent apparaitre les premiers symptomes d'une refonte culturelle
sous forme d'une synthese d'elements culturels traditionnels et d'apports exterieurs. A cet
egard le mariage et la vie familiale ofFrent un des meilleurs themes d'observation et font
l'objet d'enquetes quantitatives et qualitatives depuis le mois de Janvier 1962. La jeunesse
urbaine, qui n'a guere connu le milieu coutumier et grandit dans un milieu neuf encore mal
equilibre, a depuis i960 fait l'objet des enquetes prolongees de Monsieur P. Raymaekers.
Sous Tangle pratique d'une politique economique et sociale, TInstitut vient d'aborder la
phase preparatoire de ses recherches relatives aux methodes de developpement communau-
taires adaptees a des milieux varies. Une premiere etude sera faite dans le village suburbain
de Kisensu, ou vivent cinq mille personnes.

(AbrtgS du rapport de I'Institut de Recherches liconomiques et Sociales,
Universite' Lovanium, Uopoldville, 1963)

Royal Anthropological Institute: Index to Current Periodicals
THE first part of the Royal Anthropological Institute's index to current periodicals in its
library was published in May and will appear quarterly. The library receives more than 470
periodicals dealing with all aspects of anthropology and covering work done in most
countries of the world. Each part will contain about 1250 entries arranged in six sections:
General; Africa; America; Asia; Europe; East Indies, Oceania, Australia. The sections are
subdivided into physical anthropology, archaeology, cultural anthropology, ethnography,
and linguistics. Within these subdivisions the arrangement is by authors. The index is
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available on subscription only (£2 per annum including postage) from: Publications
Department, Royal Anthropological Institute, 21 Bedford Square, London, W.C. 1.
Separate parts are not available.

'Journal of West African Languages'
A NEW Journal ofWest African Languages is to be published in October 1963 by the Cam-
bridge University Press in association with the Institute of African Studies, University of
Ibadan. The Journal is to appear twice yearly and is designed to present basic, technical data
on languages, such as word tests, grammatical sketches, dialect comparisons, and illustrative
texts. It is hoped to encourage linguistically trained Africans and missionaries to publish
materials on the languages which they are studying, and in this way to broaden the base of
scholarship. The large number of special sorts for phonetic characters is being acquired
with a special grant from the African Studies Association (U.S.). It is hoped that after
three or four years the University of Ibadan Press will take over publication from Cambridge
University Press, and at that time the stock of special type will be transferred to it. The
editors of the first issue are Frank Brosnahan (now at the University of Wellington, N.Z.),
Robert Armstrong (University of Ibadan), and John Spencer (University of Leeds). The
editors of subsequent issues will be Robert Armstrong, John Spencer, and Carl Hoffmann
(University of Ibadan).

(Contributed by Professor R. G. Armstrong)

The Study of African Literature: CELRIA and GELNA
AT the end of 1961 Lovanium University authorized the establishment of the Centre
d'fitudes des Litteratures Romanes d'Inspiration Africaine (CELRIA), which has already
stimulated a keen interest in African literature, organized poetry recitals and lectures, and
published articles in reviews of general interest. A course on Negro-African literature in
French is given at the University by Professor V-P. Bol, who read a paper on this subject
at the Congres pour la Liberte de la Culture held at Dakar in March 1963. At this meeting
representatives from various African and French universities formed a commission for
research and critical studies at university level, the Groupe d'fitudes sur la Litterature Neo-
africaine (GELNA) which will make use of the resources and facilities offered by CELRIA.
CELRIA will act as a centre for documentation and will publish a bulletin for liaison and
information. One of the forthcoming projects of GELNA is the publication of a biblio-
graphy of African literature, divided into seven regional groups (of which four are in
Africa) and already containing over 3,500 titles.

Northwestern University Press and African Literature
IN the interests of extending the range of African literary resources available to American
readers, Northwestern University Press has undertaken to distribute in the United States
and its territories the publications of Mbari, of Ibadan, Nigeria.

Mbari is the only indigenous publishing house in Africa devoted to 'trade' books. It
has one centre at Ibadan and another at Oshogbo, with accommodation for lectures and
discussions and space for practical work and gallery exhibitions. While the main concern
of Mbari is with African writing, the work of non-Africans also receives attention. It was
responsible, with the Department of Extra-Mural Studies, for the organization of the first
Conference of African Writers of English Expression, held at Makerere College, Kampala,
in June 1962. Black Orpheus, the magazine published by Mbari, appears three times a year
and will also be distributed by the Northwestern University Press.
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