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This report by the APSA Presidential Task Force on 
Women’s Advancement in the Profession is based 
on personal and confidential semi-structured in-
terviews with individuals from three graduate pro-
grams who entered graduate school around the 
same time (the early 1990s) about their educa-
tional and career experiences from the decision 
to pursue the PhD to the present—regardless of 
whether or not the individuals completed the de-
gree or work in the profession today. 

How do people experience the profession of po-
litical science? What explains differences in indi-
vidual trajectories—both within and outside the 
academy? How do climate, efforts to diversify the 
academy, and policies such as family leave impact 
individual careers? What policies and practices 
help graduate students on the job market, and fac-
ulty on the tenure-track? What are the tradeoffs in 
academic and non-academic pursuits? And what 
is the value of the PhD—inside and outside the 
academy?
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