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ANTHONY HART (Sliema, Malta) writes:

In collaboration with MVSICA PERDVTA, an Italian cultural association engaged in research in libraries

and archives into unpublished or little-known music, a project has been established to record the violon-

cello sonatas of the eighteenth-century Sicilian prelate, harpsichordist, cellist and composer Monsignor

Antonino Reggio (1725–c 1800). Through papers presented at musicological conferences, published articles

in scholarly journals, inclusion of the music in recital programmes and a recently published volume on his

unique collection of arias for four voices (Anthony Hart, Concertini per Quattro Voci (Valletta: Edizione

Antonino Reggio, 2011)) Reggio’s works have slowly been brought to the attention of the modern musical

world. Reggio’s works are representative of that large number of manuscripts by little-known or unknown

composers contained in libraries throughout the world, whose music was written for their own personal

enjoyment or that of their small social circles. Reggio’s works are of a high musical standard and deserve

to be better known by the musically informed public. It is hoped that the project of recording some of his

works (Project Edizione Antonino Reggio) will further this aim.

Antonino Reggio was born in Aci Catena in the region of Catania in 1725. He was a member of a cadet

branch of the Sicilian noble family ‘Principi di Campofiorito’. From 1753 to 1763 he was courier to the

Apostolic Nuncio to Portugal during the turbulent times of the Suppression of the Jesuits. He settled in

Rome as a Monsignor. His works consist of sacred music (masses, oratorios and sacred arias), secular aria

settings, sonatas for solo harpsichord, sonatas for two cellos and sonatas for lute and basso continuo.

The project focuses upon a manuscript containing twelve sonatas for two cellos discovered in the Santini

Collection of the Diözesanbibliothek, Münster (SANT Hs 3392). It is hoped that though public donations

this exciting project can become a success. Please visit the project page on the website for Monsignor Reggio

for further details and the special offers for sponsors.

Details of the project can be found at <www.monsignor-reggio.com/EAR-2.html>.

The website of MVSICA PERDVTA can be found at <www.musicaperduta.com>.

The website for and details about Antonino Reggio can be found at <www.monsignor-reggio.com>.
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THOMAS GOLEEKE (Auburn, WA) and GRAHAM PONT (Sydney) write:

The public-interest website <www.thespurioushandel.com> has been established to explore the many

meanings and uses of the term ‘spurious’ as they relate to the life and works of George Frideric Handel

(1685–1759). During his extraordinary career, which ranged across much of Western Europe, this great

musician produced an enormous number of compositions in almost all existing genres and some of his

own invention. After a long life of incessant creativity, from which there survive compositions from as

291
https://doi.org/10.1017/S147857061200022X Published online by Cambridge University Press

www.monsignor-reggio.com/EAR-2.html
www.musicaperduta.com
www.monsignor-reggio.com
https://doi.org/10.1017/S147857061200022X



