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According to orthodox psychoanalytical theory, narcissism and homosexuality are strongly
associated. This association played a major role in pathologizing homosexuality. The present study
compared self-esteem and two measures of narcissism among 90 homosexual and 109 heterosexual
male students, who filled in a demographic questionnaire, Rosenberg's Self-Esteem Scale, the
Narcissistic Personality Inventory, and the Pathological Narcissism Inventory, which addresses both
grandiose and vulnerable subtypes of narcissism. The homosexual students score higher in both
measures of narcissism and lower on the self-esteem measure, compared to their heterosexual
counterparts. Intra-psychic, as well as environmental, interpretations of the results are discussed as
well as therapeutic implications to address narcissism as to improve same-gender long term
relationships.

1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0924-9338(12)75106-4 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0924-9338(12)75106-4



