
Edi tor ia l P o l i c y , Pre ferences , and Pre jud ices 
T h e B U L L E T I N of t h e A u s t r a l i a n M a t h e m a t i c a l S o c i e t y a i m s at q u i c k 

p u b l i c a t i o n of o r i g i n a l r e s e a r c h in all b r a n c h e s o f m a t h e m a t i c s . O n l y m a n u ­
s c r i p t s t h a t are s u i t a b l e f o r q u i c k p u b l i c a t i o n w i l l be a c c e p t e d , a n d on ly if 
s p a c e p e r m i t s . M a n u s c r i p t s m u s t be in t h e i r f i n a l , p u b l i s h a b l e f o r m w h e n 
s u b m i t t e d ; re fe ree ing w i l l be kept to a m i n i m u m , a n d no rev is ion of m a n u ­
s c r i p t s wi l l be a l l o w e d . 

T h e B U L L E T I N is p r i n t e d by a p h o t o - o f f s e t p r o c e s s f r o m a ca re fu l l y 
p r e p a r e d t y p e s c r i p t . T h e t y p e f o u n t s a n d s p e c i a l s y m b o l s ava i lab le a re , 
a c c o r d i n g l y , r e s t r i c t e d . 

T o fac i l i t a te t h e w o r k of r e v i e w i n g j o u r n a l s t h e B U L L E T I N p u b l i s h e s an 
a b s t r a c t at t h e head of e a c h paper t h a t is n o t i tse l f an a b s t r a c t , a n d a l s o a 
t en ta t i ve M O S ( A m e r i c a n M a t h e m a t i c a l S o c i e t y ) c l a s s i f i c a t i o n in t h e t o p 
r i g h t - h a n d c o r n e r o f t h e f i r s t page of each paper . A u t h o r s are inv i ted t o 
a s s i s t by s u p p l y i n g a b s t r a c t s of t h e i r p a p e r s a n d s u p p l y i n g or c h e c k i n g 
M O S c l a s s i f i c a t i o n n u m b e r s . C o p i e s o f t h e M O S c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s c h e m e are 
ava i lab le to a u t h o r s on r e q u e s t f r o m t h e A m e r i c a n M a t h e m a t i c a l S o c i e t y , 
P O B 6248, P r o v i d e n c e , R.I. 02940, U S A . T h e s c h e m e a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r i ts 
use can be a lso f o u n d as an a p p e n d i x t o M a t h e m a t i c a l R e v i e w s , Index t o 
V o l u m e 39 (1970) a n d a lso later v o l u m e s . 

T h e Ed i to rs rece ive ra ther m o r e t h a n t w i c e as m u c h mate r i a l as can be 
p u b l i s h e d in t h e B U L L E T I N ; m a n y m e r i t o r i o u s p a p e r s c a n , t h e r e f o r e , not be 
a c c e p t e d . Ed i tor ia l d e c i s i o n s o n a c c e p t a n c e o r o t h e r w i s e are taken q u i c k l y , 
n o r m a l l y w i t h i n a week of rece ip t of a paper . T h e y are usua l ly N O T based o n 
an exper t re feree 's r e p o r t ; t h u s i m p e r f e c t i o n s may mar p a p e r s tha t a r e 
a c c e p t e d : in t h e Ed i to rs ' v iew they are t h e a u t h o r s ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ! 

A u t h o r s can a s s i s t t h e E d i t o r s a n d i m p r o v e t h e i r p a p e r s ' c h a n c e s o f 
a c c e p t a n c e by o b s e r v i n g s o m e s i m p l e r u l e s : 

S u b m i t a c lean a n d c lear o r i g i n a l t y p e s c r i p t w i t h g e n e r o u s s p a c i n g a n d 
m a r g i n s . C o p i e s w i l l no t n o r m a l l y be c o n s i d e r e d . Make t h e s ty le a t t r a c t i v e , 
a v o i d ugly a b b r e v i a t i o n s , avo id l o w e r case m a t h e m a t i c a l s y m b o l s at t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of s e n t e n c e s , pay a t t e n t i o n t o p u n c t u a t i o n . W e pre fe r c lear a n d 
f u l l a r g u m e n t s , a n d espec ia l l y c lear a n d f u l l m o t i v a t i o n , t o m a t h e m a t i c a l 
t e l e g r a m s . P r e s e n t y o u r c a s e f o r F A S T p u b l i c a t i o n ; if y o u can no t we l l d o 
t h i s in t h e paper , d o it in t h e c o v e r i n g let ter . S u b m i t an a b s t r a c t t h a t can be 
u n d e r s t o o d by t h e n o n - e x p e r t , a n d t h a t e x p l a i n s w h a t y o u d o a n d w h y . [ T h e 
a b s t r a c t may be u s e d by t h e Z e n t r a l b l a t t f l i r M a t h e m a t i k as i ts rev iew of y o u r 
p a p e r . ] See a l s o O u t s i d e Back Cover . 

A v o i d all m a t h e m a t i c a l s y m b o l s in t h e t i t l e (even h a r m l e s s l o o k i n g o n e s 
like " p - g r o u p " , " * - a l g e b r a " , " / . - s p a c e " ) : they lead to u n n e c e s s a r y d i f f i c u l t i e s 
in the p r o d u c t i o n p r o c e s s e s , a n d are a great n u i s a n c e a l s o af ter p u b l i c a t i o n , 
in r e v i e w s , b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , a n d s o o n . A r r a n g e r e f e r e n c e s a lphabe t i ca l l y (by 
s u r n a m e of f i r s t a u t h o r ) , a n d e n s u r e t h e i r a c c u r a c y : a u t h o r s ' n a m e s s h o u l d 
a p p e a r as in the w o r k q u o t e d ; a n d if t h i s has no t a p p e a r e d yet or is n o t 
readi ly a c c e s s i b l e to e v e r y b o d y ( for e x a m p l e , a p r e p r i n t ) , a p h o t o s t a t o r 
xerox c o p y o f t h e t i t l e page of t h e c o p y y o u have u s e d w i l l be of great he lp to u s . 
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A u t h o r s ' A b s t r a c t s 

T h e f o l l o w i n g n o t e s a r e b a s e d o n t h o s e p r e p a r e d by U N E S C O : 

1 . T h e p u r p o s e o f an a b s t r a c t is t h r e e f o l d : 
( i ) t o h e l p w o r k e r s in t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e p a p e r t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t o read 

it in f u l l ; 
( i i ) t o g i v e r e a d e r s w h o a r e o n l y m a r g i n a l l y c o n c e r n e d in t h e s u b j e c t 

e n o u g h i n f o r m a t i o n t o make it u n n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e m t o read it in f u l l ; 
( in) t o e x p e d i t e a n d s i m p l i f y t h e w o r k of t h e r e v i e w i n g j o u r n a l s a n d 

m a t h e m a t i c a l o f f p r i n t s e r v i c e s . 
2. In w r i t i n g a b s t r a c t s , a u t h o r s s h o u l d bear in m i n d t h a t t h e s e may be t h e 

o n l y p a r t s o f t h e p a p e r s t h a t are read. 
3. T h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d c o n t a i n a b r i e f b u t i n f o r m a t i v e s u m m a r y of t h e c o n ­

t e n t s of t h e p a p e r , b u t n o i n e s s e n t i a l de ta i l s . 
4. T h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d b e s e l f - c o n t a i n e d , bu t may refer t o t h e t i t l e . 
5. If t h e p a p e r is an a n n o u n c e m e n t o f r e s u l t s w h o s e p r o o f s a r e t o be p u b ­

l i s h e d in f u l l e l s e w h e r e o r later, t h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d say s o . 
6. T h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d be w r i t t e n in c o m p l e t e l y c o n n e c t e d s e n t e n c e s , no t 

as a l ist of h e a d i n g s . A b b r e v i a t i o n s s h o u l d b e a v o i d e d . 
7. T h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d be n o n - t e c h n i c a l , a n d i n t e l l i g i b l e w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e 

t o t h e f u l l paper . S p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e s (by n u m b e r ) to a s e c t i o n , p r o p o s i t i o n , 
e q u a t i o n , b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l i t em s h o u l d be a v o i d e d . 

8. T h e a b s t r a c t s h o u l d be as c o n c i s e as is c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e s e r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s . It s h o u l d n o t be l o n g e r than 200 w o r d s , a n d may be m u c h s h o r t e r . 

T h e B U L L E T I N o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n M a t h e m a t i c a l S o c i e t y is p u b l i s h e d f o r t h e 
S o c i e t y by 

T h e U n i v e r s i t y of Q u e e n s l a n d P r e s s , 
S t L u c i a , Q u e e n s l a n d 4067, 
A u s t r a l i a , 

a n d p r i n t e d by 

W a t s o n F e r g u s o n & C o , 
B r i s b a n e , Q u e e n s l a n d 4101, 
A u s t r a l i a . 
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