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haka ni kuma na ke so in kashe ka bisa £o£arinka, ba sa'ad da ka ke ba wani
makami a hannunka ba. Yanzu ko kana so, ko ba ka so, sai ka d"auki mashin
nan ka taso mini, sa'an nan ni ko in tsire ka.'

Third International Congress on Phonetic Sciences.

This Congress, which has become the leading international centre of
phonetic studies, was held at Ghent during July, and was attended by no less
than 280 members from many countries. African languages and their
phonetics were well represented, mainly at a special Session on Anthropo-
logy. Dr. Ida C. Ward spoke on ' Tone in West African Languages ', T. E.
Pardoe on ' African Tonal Patterns extant in present-day Afro-American
Speech ', A. Basset on ' Aires phondtiques homogenes et non-homogenes '
(in Berber dialects), and D. Westermann on the writing of African languages.
Particular interest was shown in the click sounds in South African languages,
three papers dealing with the phenomenon, viz. I. van Ginneken, ' Les Clics,
les consonnes et les voyelles dans l'histoire de l'humanite'; R. Stopa, ' Die
Schnalzlaute ', and P. de V. Pienaar, ' Click Formation and Distribution '.
While it will be generally admitted that clicks are an archaic form of human
speech-sounds, van Ginneken went so far as to maintain that all languages
originally used clicks only, till gradually out of them other sounds developed
and finally the clicks were dropped in most languages, and to-day exist only
as relics. This is an interesting hypothesis, but it will hardly be possible to
prove it.

An important by-product of the Congress was the foundation of the
International Society of Phonetic Sciences. The President of the new
Society is Professor Daniel Jones of London, and its Journal will be the
Archiv fur vergleichende Phonetik published in Berlin by D. Westermann and
E. Zwirner.

Royal African Society.

THE Rev. E. W. Smith, D.D., has been appointed Editor of the Journal of
the Royal African Society, following the retirement of Mr. R. Nicholson,
C.M.G., who had filled the dual position of Secretary and Editor of the
Journal. Dr. Smith, who is a member of the Council of this Institute and is
well known to readers of Africa, was for many years engaged in missionary
work in Basutoland and Northern Rhodesia. He is an ex-President of the
Royal Anthropological Institute and has been Editorial Superintendent of
the British and Foreign Bible Society since 1933.

Mr. S. F. Deck has been appointed Secretary to the Society. He also has
wide African experience and from 1920 to 1925 held the appointment of
Principal Inspector of Labour, in which capacity he travelled widely in
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Kenya. He served as Secretary to the Commissions appointed to inquire into
native labour conditions in Kenya in 1921 and 1925. In 1931 he was pro-
moted First-grade Provincial Commissioner, retiring from the service in 19 3 3.

Vernacular Periodicals, no. 22. Nkuruse {La Croix). Dibeji dipiadipia
dia Mamuetu Mariya (La Feuille nouvelle notre Mere Marie). Nzubuetu
(Notre Mais on).

TELS sont les titres des trois periodiques que publie aujourd'hui en langue
Luba le Vicariat Apostolique du Haut-Kasai. La redaction en est assuree par
Son Excellence Mgr De Clercq lui-meme, avec l'aide de nombreux indigenes
— instituteurs, catechistes, clercs ou autres employes — qui volontiers selon
les circonstances et les evenements de l'endroit envoient des articles d'actua-
lite. La statistique suivante donne une idee de la collaboration indigene en
la matiere.

Pour Nkuruse en 1930 cinq collaborateurs presentent sept sujets
„ 1931 cinq „ „ huit sujets
„ 1932 sept „ „ quatorze sujets
„ 1933 quatorze „ „ vingt-deux sujets
„ 1934 dix „ „ dix-neuf sujets
„ 1935 douze „ „ vingt sujets

Pour Dibeji „ 1930 cinq collaboratrices presentent dix-neuf sujets
„ 1934 sept „ „ quinze sujets
„ 1935 treize „ „ vingt-et-un sujets

Ces periodiques ont une allure nettement constructive: lutter contre le
mal pour edifier le bien. La vie indigene offre a la presse missionnaire une
infinite d'occasions, qui ne demandent qu'a etre bien comprises, pour
devenir profitables a la propagande et a la preservation de la foi et des mceurs
chretiennes. Pour cela il importe, qu'a propos d'un fait determine, d'un
accident, d'un evenement les periodiques repandent des notions exactes et des
idees justes afin d'orienter, au moment opportun, le sentiment et le sens de la
vie chretienne, d'eveiller la conscience et de pousser a l'accomplissement
parfait du devoir.

II a paru utile de serier les lecteurs et de fournir a chaque serie une lecture
appropriee. Le Nkuruse est destine surtout au personnel catechiste, aux
instituteurs et a leurs eleves. A cote d'articles concernant la religion et la
morale, il relate egalement des evenements dont Popportunite se prolonge
bien longtemps dans la communaute indigene et dont le recit et la lecture
sont de nature a interesser toujours la jeunesse des ecoles; par exemple
l'ordination du premier pretre indigene, la mort du roi Albert, etc. D'une
facon generale il est vrai, les femmes et les jeunes filles n'y trouvent guere
leur compte. A partir de 1930, la mission a commence a publier a leur
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