PMLA

Abstracts

24  lain Chambers, Citizenship, Language, and Modernity

This article explores the space that emerges between language and citizenship
when language can no longer be assumed to be the direct expression of a precise
national, cultural, and geopolitical identity. In the modern uncoupling of identities
from fixed homelands, the sense of belonging finds itself caught up in a continual
process of translating and being translated. In an emerging configuration that inter-
rogates the subject-centered perspective of occidental humanism, we are invited to
consider the transit of language, whether in literary expression, television realism,
or musical rhythm, as the site of an ongoing elaboration that is irreducible to a sin-
gle point of view or to the transparency desired by a unilateral politics. Where no
culture, history, or identity remains immune to the interruptions and interrogations
of a multiple modernity that no longer merely mirrors the First World, the rights
and responsibilities of citizenship need to be reconsidered radically. (IC)

32  Caren Kaplan, Transporting the Subject: Technologies of Mobility and
Location in an Era of Globalization
At the turn of the twenty-first century, the rhetoric of cyberspace and information
technologies relies heavily on a hyperbole of unlimited power through disembod-
ied mobility. References to boundless space, unfettered mobility, and speedy trans-
fers abound. In this heady environment, new technologies promise ever-increasing
powers of transformation and transport—applied to information, business, and
self—and the benefits of surveillance and tracking. More and more in this context,
the concept of a person or of human beings appears to depend on the attenuated
possibilities of cyberspace. If the heavy, even immovable, facts of embodied exis-
tence can be ameliorated or discharged through the creation of new identities on
the Internet, for example, or through new collective personas or communities, then
what or who counts as a person becomes transformed. (CK)

43  Thomas Foster, Cyber-Aztecs and Cholo-Punks: Guillermo Gomez-Pefia’s
Five-Worlds Theory
In the study of postmodern technocultures, including computer-mediated commu-
nication and popular narratives about cyberspace, the status of embodiment has
emerged as a key question, especially in the context of popular rhetorics that imag-
ine the Internet as a site of freedom from embodied particularity. But while analy-
ses of gender bending and sexual performance on the Internet abound, the future of
race in cyberspace has been relatively neglected. This essay traces recent develop-
ments in the work of the Mexican American performance artist Guillermo Gémez-
Pefia, whose earlier interests in immigration, transnationalism, and border-crossing
art have increasingly led him to reflect on the promises and dangers cyberspace
poses for racially minoritized groups, to the extent that people who use or study the
Internet fantasize cyberspace as a site of subjective border crossing and identity
play. The essay looks at the theme of virtual reality in specific performances and at
Gomez-Peiia’s incorporation of new technologies into his work. (TF)
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