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Gilbert Bagnani: The Adventures of a Young
Italo-Canadian Archaeologist in Greece, 1921-1924

D. J. lan Begg

By day, young Gilbert Bagnani studied archaeology
in Greece, but by night he socialised with the elite of
Athenian society. Secretly writing for the Morning Post
in London, he witnessed both antebellum Athens in 1921
and the catastrophic collapse of Christian civilisation in
western Anatolia in 1922,

Gilbert’s weekly letters to his mother in Rome reveal
his Odyssey-like adventures on a voyage of discovery
through the origins of western civilisation.
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Bagnani and Begg paint sparkling pen pictures of personalities such as Bosdari, the Italian ambassador during
the Great War, Prince Demidoff the Russian ambassador, Harold Lamb the British Consul at Smyrna and family...
Gilbert emerges as clever, sometimes arrogant, fascinated by people especially from high society, and with
a weakness for royalty. Begg do im justice in [this] lively account of a formidable nality, scholar and
archaeologist in the making. - Sir Michael Llewellyn Smith, British Ambassodor to Greece 9

Gilbert Bagnani, of Italian and Canadian extraction, arrived in Greece at the age of 21, ostensibly to study

Greek Arch rand participate in fieldwork... However, secretly, he was sending well-informed reports on the

dynamic pi situation in Greece and between Greece and Turkey to a London newspaper, while later spying

for Mussolini. This first of three volumes, based on his personal letters and news reports, covers the momentous

years from 1921-1924, which witnessed the strous failure of the Greek invasion of Western Turkey, the sack

of Smyrna, a military coup and executions in Greece... Informative, excellently-edited and a delight to read.
- John Bintliff, Edinburgh Uni
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NOTICE TO AUTHORS

American Antiquity publishes original papers on the archaeology of the New World and on archaeo-
logical method, theory, and practice worldwide. Authors of papers on Latin American topics are
encouraged to submit their work to Latin American Antiquity. Papers on Latin American archaeology
addressing broad methodological, theoretical, or comparative issues may be accepted by either journal
after consultation with the editors. Authors submit manuscripts to the editor for consideration as ARTI-
CLES, REPORTS, COMMENTS, or FORUM essays. REVIEWS and BOOK NOTES are solicited by
the respective associate editor. OBITUARIES should be submitted to the editor, The SAA Archaeological
Record, for publication (see SAA Bulletin March/April 1996, p. 7, for further details).

Authors are required to submit manuscripts electronically through Editorial Manager®
(http://www.editorialmanager/aq). Detailed information on policy, style, and technical matters of
manuscript preparation is given in the “Editorial Policy, Information for Authors, and Style Guide for
American Antiquity, Latin American Antiquity, and Advances in Archaeological Practice,” which
can be accessed at https://www.saa.org/publications/american-antiquity.

The editor reserves the right to evaluate manuscripts (with or without peer review) for appropriate
subject matter, quality, length, and compliance with the style guide. Manuscripts may be returned to
authors if they fail to meet expectations or conform to these guidelines. Manuscripts are evaluated by
the editor in consultation with peer referees, as appropriate. The editor has the final responsibility for
all decisions regarding manuscripts. The review process generally takes a minimum of two to four
months. Authors will be notified as soon as a decision is reached to accept (outright or with revisions)
or reject a manuscript.
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