
https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313


Tnysn—Documents—PMLA (Mar 08) File: front_123-2_P3T1.indd Job #: 120-10 4/22/08–JR/DC
OceanSans–FMCText: 8/10.5 (–0.5 tr) +bd, AuNote: 7.5/11.5, Brackets: 18/25 (50 hs, 10 tr, –2 bs); Christiana Med–ATitle: 21/26; MinionProSC–
Folio: 9/25, ©: 7/25 (120 hs, 12 tr)

March 2008
Volume 123  Number 2

PMLA
Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published six times a year by the association

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313


[  P M L A

314

Tnysn—Documents—PMLA (Mar 08) File: front_123-2_P3T1.indd Job #: 120-10 4/22/08–JR/DC
OceanSans–FMCText: 8/10.5 (–0.5 tr) +bd, AuNote: 7.5/11.5, Brackets: 18/25 (50 hs, 10 tr, –2 bs); Christiana Med–ATitle: 21/26; MinionProSC–
Folio: 9/25, ©: 7/25 (120 hs, 12 tr)

The Modern Language  
associaTion of aMerica

[  Organized 1883, Incorporated 1900  ]
Officers for the Year 2008

President: Gerald Graff 
University of Illinois, Chicago

First Vice President: Catherine Porter 
State University of New York College at Cortland

Second Vice President: Sidonie Smith 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Executive Director: Rosemary G. Feal

Executive Council

for The TerM ending 31 deceMber 2008
Mary N. Layoun 

University of Wisconsin, Madison
Hortense J. Spillers 

Vanderbilt University
Priscilla Wald 

Duke University

for The TerM ending 31 deceMber 2009
Charles Altieri 

University of California, Berkeley
Dorian F. Bell 
Stanford University 

Anne Ruggles Gere 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Paula Rabinowitz 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

for The TerM ending 31 deceMber 2010
Carlos J. Alonso 
Columbia University

Jane Harper 
Tarrant County College, Northeast Campus, TX

Francis Abiola Irele 
Harvard University

for The TerM ending 31 deceMber 2011
Sara Scott Armengot 

Penn State University, University Park
George Levine 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick
Lynne Tatlock 

Washington University
Alexandra K. Wettlaufer 

University of Texas, Austin

Trustees of Invested Funds
Herbert Lindenberger 

Stanford, California
Malcolm B. Smith (Managing Trustee) 

New York, New York
Catharine R. Stimpson 

New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and 
November, by the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the association is open to 
persons who are professionally interested in the modern languages and literatures. Annual (calendar-
year) dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ incomes and are graduated as 
follows: student members (seven years maximum), $20; new regular members (first year), $35; regu-
lar members (income under $15,000), $25; regular members (income $15,000–$20,000), $40; regular 
members (income $20,000–$30,000), $50; regular members (income $30,000–$40,000), $65; regular 
members (income $40,000–$50,000), $75; regular members (income $50,000–$60,000), $85; regu-
lar members (income $60,000–$70,000), $95; regular members (income $70,000–$80,000), $105; regu-
lar members (income $80,000–$100,000), $125; regular members (income $100,000–$120,000), $145; 
regular members (income $120,000–$140,000), $165; regular members (income over $140,000), $175; 
joint members (two individuals sharing the same household, who receive one subscription to PMLA but 
two copies of all other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign mem-
bers, same as regular members (use the American-dollar equivalent to ascertain the dues category). 
Membership applications are available on request and at the MLA Web site (http://www.mla.org/).

For libraries and other institutions, an electronic and print subscription for 2008 is $180, and it 
includes the electronic and print editions of Profession, the MLA’s annual journal of opinion about 
the modern language profession. An institutional subscription including a bound volume at the end of 
the year is $350, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct four percent as their fee. Claims for undelivered 
issues will be honored if they are received within six months of the publication date; thereafter the 
single-issue price will be charged. To order an institutional subscription, call or write the Member and 
Customer Services Office of the association (646 576-5155; cgirone@mla.org).

Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues can be purchased for $12 each; the 
September (Directory) issue is $50; the November (Program) issue is $35. Issues for the current 
year are available from the Member and Customer Services Office of the association (646 576-5161; 
 bookorders@mla.org).

An online archive of PMLA issues from 1884 to 2002 is available through JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/).
Volumes up to 2000 can be obtained on microfilm from National Archive Publishing Company, 300 

North Zeeb Road, PO Box 998, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0998 (800 420-6272; http://www.napubco.com/
umi.html).

The office of publication and editorial offices are located at 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 
10004-1789 (646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership, including change-of-address notifications, should be 
sent to the Member and Customer Services Office, MLA, 26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-
1789 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org). If a change of address also involves a change of institu-
tional affiliation or a new e-mail address, that office should be informed of this fact at the same time.

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing offices.
© 2008 by The Modern Language Association of America. All rights reserved. Printed in the United 

States of America.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040. United States Postal Service Number 449-660.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Customer Services Office, MLA, 26 

Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-1789.

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313


1 2 3 . 2   ]

315

Tnysn—Documents—PMLA (Mar 08) File: front_123-2_P3T1.indd Job #: 120-10 4/22/08–JR/DC
OceanSans–FMCText: 8/10.5 (–0.5 tr) +bd, AuNote: 7.5/11.5, Brackets: 18/25 (50 hs, 10 tr, –2 bs); Christiana Med–ATitle: 21/26; MinionProSC–
Folio: 9/25, ©: 7/25 (120 hs, 12 tr)

PubLicaTions of The  
Modern Language associaTion  

of aMerica

[  Published six times a year  ]
Volumes Online

Vols. 1–117 (1884–2002), JSTOR 
Vols. 117–23 (2002–08), MLAJournals.org

Online Index
Vols. 1–123 (1884–2008)  

MLA International Bibliography

Print Indexes
Vols. 1–50, 1935; 51–60, 1945; 51–79, 1964

••
Editor 

Patricia Yaeger 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Managing Editor 
Judy Goulding

Associate Managing Editor 
Eric Wirth

Assistant Editors 
John D. Golbach, Barney Latimer

Advertising Manager and Submissions Associate 
Annabel Schneider

Administrative Assistants 
Sara Hasselbach, Elizabeth Reichert

Editorial Board
Jane K. Brown, 2009 

University of Washington, Seattle
Christopher Castiglia, 2008 

Penn State University, University Park
Simon E. Gikandi, 2009 

Princeton University
Peter S. Hawkins, 2008 

Boston University
Richard Terdiman, 2008 

University of California, Santa Cruz
Vicky Unruh, 2009 
University of Kansas

 Advisory Committee
Frances R. Aparicio, 2008 

University of Illinois, Chicago
Brian James Baer, 2010 
Kent State University, Kent
Michael Beard, 2009 

University of North Dakota
Faith E. Beasley, 2008 

Dartmouth College
David F. Bell, 2009 

Duke University
Nina Berman, 2010 

Ohio State University, Columbus
Sara Blair, 2009 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Lou Charnon-Deutsch, 2008 

Stony Brook University
Jay Clayton, 2008 
Vanderbilt University

(continued)

317  a statement of editorial Policy

318 forthcoming in PMLA

318 features in PMLA

321  Editor’s Column: The Death of Nature and the Apotheosis of 
Trash; or, Rubbish Ecology

••
340 Swamp Sublime: Ecologies of Resistance in the 

American Plantation Zone 
M. Allewaert

358 Those We Don’t Speak Of: Indians in The Village 
Lauren Coats, Matt Cohen, John David Miles, 
Kinohi Nishikawa, and Rebecca Walsh

375 From Idiot Beast to Idiot Sublime: Mental Disability in 
John Cleland’s Fanny Hill 
D. Christopher Gabbard

390 Wordsworth and the Ethics of Things 
Adam Potkay

405 Polyphony and the Atomic Age: Bakhtin’s Assimilation 
of an Einsteinian Universe 
Jonathan Stone

422 The Consent of the Governed in Ishmael Reed’s The 
Freelance Pallbearers 
Michael Collins

••
criticism in translation

438 Preface to the sixth edition of Walt Whitman: Poemas 
Álvaro Armando Vasseur 
Introduction and translation by Matt Cohen and Rachel Price 

Contents March 2008

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313


[  P M L A

316

Tnysn—Documents—PMLA (Mar 08) File: front_123-2_P3T1.indd Job #: 120-10 4/22/08–JR/DC
OceanSans–FMCText: 8/10.5 (–0.5 tr) +bd, AuNote: 7.5/11.5, Brackets: 18/25 (50 hs, 10 tr, –2 bs); Christiana Med–ATitle: 21/26; MinionProSC–
Folio: 9/25, ©: 7/25 (120 hs, 12 tr)

the changing profession
452 comics as Literature? reading graphic narrative 

Hillary Chute
466 secularism in the framework of heterodoxy 

Gauri Viswanathan

477  forum 
Gregory Machacek, Wallace Martin, Basem L. Ra’ad, Eric H. 
Robinson, and Rachel Teukolsky

483  in Memoriam

484  index of advertisers

488  index of authors advertised

534  abstracts

Advisory Committee (continued)
Tom Conley, 2010 
Harvard University

Rita Copeland, 2009 
University of Pennsylvania
Helen Deutsch, 2010 

University of California, Los Angeles
John Ernest, 2009 

West Virginia University, Morgantown
Lydia Fakundiny, 2008 

Cornell University
Ana Paula Ferreira, 2010 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Barbara Fuchs, 2008 

University of Pennsylvania
Cheryl Glenn, 2008 

Penn State University, University Park
Susan Elizabeth Gustafson, 2010 

University of Rochester
Ursula K. Heise, 2008 

Stanford University
Christopher C. Hudgins, 2009 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Clare Kinney, 2008 
University of Virginia
Joseph Litvak, 2010 

Tufts University
Lydia H. Liu, 2009 
Columbia University

Christopher Looby, 2010 
University of California, Los Angeles

Sally Sieloff Magnan, 2008 
University of Wisconsin, Madison

David Marshall, 2009 
University of California, Santa Barbara

Francine R. Masiello, 2008 
University of California, Berkeley

Haruko Momma, 2010 
New York University

Dana D. Nelson, 2010 
Vanderbilt University

Tejumola Olaniyan, 2009 
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Valérie Orlando, 2009 
University of Maryland, College Park

Thomas Pepper, 2010 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Arkady Plotnitsky, 2009 
Purdue University, West Lafayette

Jed Rasula, 2008 
University of Georgia

Kenneth M. Roemer, 2010 
University of Texas, Arlington

David Román, 2010 
University of Southern California
Margaret Rosenthal, 2010 
University of Southern California

Michael Carl Schoenfeldt, 2008 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Lisa M. Steinman, 2009 
Reed College

Valerie Traub, 2009 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Steven Ungar, 2008 
University of Iowa

Deborah Elise White, 2009 
Emory University

Jennifer Wicke, 2009 
University of Virginia

Cynthia Young, 2008 
Boston College

 March 2008

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2008.123.2.313



