
Vo l u m e  8 0  •  N u m b e r  2  •  M ay  2 02 1

published for 

the association for 

asian studies

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


THE JOURNAL OF ASIAN STUDIES

Editorial Board
Editor

Vinayak Chaturvedi, University of California, Irvine

Associate Editors
Hilde De Weerdt, Leiden University – China

Kelly Hammond, University of Arkansas – China
Rian Thum, University of Nottingham – Inner Asia

Kate McDonald, University of California, Santa Barbara – Japan
Albert L. Park, Claremont McKenna College – Korea

Rina Verma Williams, University of Cincinnati – South Asia
Manan Ahmed Asif, Columbia University – South Asia

Meredith Weiss, University at Albany, SUNY – Southeast Asia

Book Review Editors
Philip Thai, Northeastern University  – China
Charlene Makley, Reed College – Inner Asia
Michael Wert, Marquette University – Japan

Ji-Yeon O. Jo, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill – Korea
Andrew Quintman, Wesleyan University  – South Asia

David Biggs, University of California, Riverside – Southeast Asia
Kyle E. David, University of California, Irvine – Transnational and Comparative

Editorial Assistant
Kyle E. David, University of California, Irvine

Liaison to Sponsors
Penny Portillo, University of California, Irvine

Marc Kanda, University of California, Irvine

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


THE JOURNAL OF ASIAN STUDIES
VOLUME 80 • NUMBER 2 • May 2021

CONTENTS

Editorial Foreword 265

ARTICLES

Vernacular Capitalism and Intellectual History in a
Gujarati Account of China, 1860–68

MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN 267

Tangled Lands: Burma and India’s Unfinished
Separation, 1937–1948

BÉRÉNICEGUYOT-RÉCHARD 293

“Where is Bhutan?” The Production
of Bhutan’s Asymmetrical Inbetweenness in Geopolitics

NITASHA KAUL 317

Leveraging Liminality: The Border Town of Bao’an
(Shenzhen) and the Origins of China’s Reform and
Opening

TAOMO ZHOU 337

China-India Studies: Emergence, Development, and State
of the Field

TANSEN SEN 363

FORUM

POWER AND AGENCY: THE DISCIPLINE-SHIFTING
WORK OF JAMES C. SCOTT

Introduction MEREDITH L. WEISS AND

PAMELA MCELWEE

389

Peasant Studies: Subsistence, Justice, and Precarity SHAILA SESHIA GALVIN 391

Political Economy: Capturing the Wholeness of Social
Relations and Ecological Contexts

TAKESHI ITO 399

Political Ecology: Nature and Society against the Grain PAMELA MCELWEE 407

Biotechnology: The Seed Panopticon Encounters Arts of
Resistance

RONALD J. HERRING 415

History, Zomia, Closure ERIC TAGLIACOZZO 423

Political Science: Seeing Like a Subversive Social Scientist MEREDITH L. WEISS 431

Response: Works and Days JAMES C. SCOTT 439

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


BOOK REVIEWS

CHINA AND INNER ASIA

Chang, David Cheng, The Hijacked War: The Story of
Chinese POWs in the Korean War

GRETCHEN HEEFNER 447

Chen, Lingchei Letty, The Great Leap Backward:
Forgetting and Representing the Mao Years

WEIJIE SONG 448

Chuang, Julia, Beneath the China Boom: Labor,
Citizenship, and the Making of a Rural Land Market

MICHAEL LEVIEN 450

Hillenbrand, Margaret, Negative Exposures: Knowing
What Not to Know in Contemporary China

KUN QIAN 452

Ho, Christine I., Drawing from Life: Sketching and
Socialist Realism in the People’s Republic of China

YANG WANG 454

Landsberger, Stefan, Beijing Garbage: A City Besieged
by Waste

ADAM LIEBMAN 456

Li, Huaiyin, The Making of the Modern Chinese State:
1600–1950

WEITING GUO 458

Li, Luzhou, Zoning China: Online Video, Popular Culture,
and the State

LOTUS RUAN 460

Liu, Xiaoyuan, To the End of Revolution: The Chinese
Communist Party and Tibet, 1949–1959

LEI DUAN 462

McGrath, William A. ed., Knowledge and Context in
Tibetan Medicine

JAN M. A. VAN DER VALK 464

Myadar, Orhon, Mobility and Displacement: Nomadism,
Identity and Postcolonial Narratives in Mongolia

BAASANJAV TERBISH 466

Soon, Wayne, Global Medicine in China: A Diasporic
History

EMILY BAUM 469

Sulek, Emilia Roza, Trading Caterpillar Fungus in Tibet:
When Economic Boom Hits Rural Area

BIANCA HORLEMANN 470

Tam, Gina Anne, Dialect and Nationalism in China,
1860–1960

SHELLY CHAN 472

Weiner, Benno, The Chinese Revolution on the
Tibetan Frontier

JAMES LEIBOLD 474

Yang, Dominic Meng-Hsuan, The Great Exodus from
China: Trauma, Memory, and Identity in Modern Taiwan

EVAN N. DAWLEY 475

NORTHEAST ASIA

Alexy, Allison, Intimate Disconnections: Divorce and the
Romance of Independence in Contemporary Japan

SUMA IKEUCHI 477

Armstrong, Andrew B., 24 Bars to Kill: Hip Hop,
Aspiration, and Japan’s Social Margins

MARVIN D. STERLING 479

Davis, Ann Marie L., Imagining Prostitution in Modern
Japan, 1850–1913

MIRIAM WATTLES 481

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


Gardner, William O., The Metabolist Imagination:
Visions of the City in Postwar Japanese Architecture
and Science Fiction

IKUHO AMANO 483

Henry, Todd A., ed., Queer Korea JAMIE J. ZHAO 485

Kim, Daniel Y., The Intimacies of Conflict: Cultural
Memory and the Korean War

GREGG A. BRAZINSKY 489

Okuyama, Yoshiko, Reframing Disability in Manga JENNIFER S. PROUGH 491

Shockey, Nathan, The Typographic Imagination: Reading
and Writing in Japan’s Age of Modern Print Media

PAUL CLARK 493

Song, Myung-Sun, Hanguk Hip Hop: Global Rap in
South Korea

HYE EUN CHOI 495

Suh, Serk-Bae, Treacherous Translation: Culture,
Nationalism, and Colonialism in Korea and Japan
from the 1910s to the 1960s

CINDI TEXTOR 496

SOUTH ASIA

Slums: Of Labor and Democracy in Indian Cities SAI BALAKRISHNAN 498

Auerbach, Adam Michael, Demanding Development: The
Politics of Public Goods Provision in India’s Urban Slums

Chhabria, Sheetal, Making the Modern Slum: The Power
of Capital in Colonial Bombay

Wondrous Modernity: Refashioning Religion in
Urban India

CLAIRE C. ROBISON 502

Moodie, Deonnie, The Making of a Modern Temple and a
Hindu City: Kalighat and Kolkata

Srinivas, Tulasi, The Cow in the Elevator: An
Anthropology of Wonder

Dubrow, Jennifer, Cosmopolitan Dreams: The Making of
Modern Urdu Literary Culture in Colonial South Asia

GREGORY MAXWELL

BRUCE

506

Kapadia, Aparna, In Praise of Kings: Rajputs, Sultans and
Poets in Fifteenth-Century Gujarat

DIVYA CHERIAN 509

Lee, Alexander, From Hierarchy to Ethnicity: The Politics
of Caste in Twentieth-Century India

NARENDRA SUBRAMANIAN 511

Marashi, Afshin, Exile and the Nation: The Parsi
Community of India and the Making of Modern Iran

JENNY ROSE 513

Nagarajan, Vijaya, Feeding a Thousand Souls: Women,
Ritual, and Ecology in India—An Exploration
of the Kōlam

NACHIKET CHANCHANI 515

Niranjana, Tejaswini, Musicophilia in Mumbai:
Performing Subjects and the Metropolitan Unconscious

REHANNA KHESHGI 516

Phillips, Andrew and J. C. Sharman, Outsourcing Empire:
How Company-States Made the Modern World

ABHISHEK KAICKER 519

Pinto, Sarah, The Doctor and Mrs. A.: Ethics and Counter-
Ethics in an Indian Dream Analysis

BANU SUBRAMANIAM 520

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


Whitmore, Luke, Mountain, Water, Rock, God:
Understanding Kedarnath in the Twenty-First Century

RADHIKA GOVINDRAJAN 522

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Baird, Ian, Rise of the Brao: Ethnic Minorities in
Northeastern Cambodia during Vietnamese Occupation

JONATHAN PADWE 524

Jerryson, Michael, If You Meet the Buddha on the Road:
Buddhism, Politics, and Violence

JUSTIN THOMAS

MCDANIEL

526

Myint-U, Thant, The Hidden History of Burma: Race,
Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in the 21st
Century

MASAO IMAMURA 528

Padwe, Jonathan, Disturbed Forests, Fragmented
Memories: Jarai and Other Lives in the Cambodian
Highlands

OSCAR SALEMINK 531

Reyes, Victoria, Global Borderlands: Fantasy, Violence
and Empire in Subic Bay, Philippines

STEPHANIE TEODOCIO

FAJARDO
533

Whitington, Jerome, Anthropogenic Rivers: The
Production of Uncertainty in Lao Hydropower

CHRISTINA SCHWENKEL 535

TRANSNATIONAL AND COMPARATIVE

Ming Diplomacy and Patronage in Chinggisid Eurasia IAN M. MILLER 537

Robinson, David M., In the Shadow of the Mongol Empire:
Ming China and Eurasia

Robinson, David M., Ming China and its Allies: Imperial
Rule in Eurasia

Rural Perspectives on Asia’s Urban-Rural Relations NICK R. SMITH 540

Looney, Kristen E., Mobilizing for Development: The
Modernization of Rural East Asia

Rigg, Jonathan, More than Rural: Textures of Thailand’s
Agrarian Transformation

Afinogenov, Gregory, Spies and Scholars: Chinese Secrets
and Imperial Russia’s Quest for World Power

D. BRIAN KIM 543

Bukh, Alexander, These Islands Are Ours: The Social
Construction of Territorial Disputes in Northeast Asia

NIDHI PRASAD 545

Fedman, David, Seeds of Control: Japan’s Empire of
Forestry in Colonial Korea

THOMAS LAMARRE 547

Hubbert, Jennifer Ann, China in the World: An
Anthropology of Confucius Institutes, Soft Power, and
Globalization

MAYFAIR YANG 549

Irvine, Thomas, Listening to China: Sound and the Sino-
Western Encounter, 1770–1839

YU WANG 551

Jackson, Annabel, The Making of Macau’s Fusion Cuisine:
From Family Table to World Stage

VIOLETTA RAVAGNOLI 552

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X


Melzer, Jürgen P., Wings for the Rising Sun: A
Transnational History of Japanese Aviation

JORDAN HAYWORTH 554

Yang, Caroline H., The Peculiar Afterlife of Slavery:
The Chinese Worker and the Minstrel Form

JOSEPHINE LEE 555

Zhang, Gaoheng, Migration and the Media: Debating
Chinese Migration to Italy, 1992–2012

MIRIAM CASTORINA 557

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S002191182100070X

	OFC
	IFC
	JAS_80_2_Content



