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Rapid, Safe, @ STERlS  SYSTEM 1‘” has made the dream of rapid

Sterile Processing
and safe sterile processing a reality.
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STERNS  SYSTEM 1 is the proven, low temperature
sterile processing system for immersible surgical and

Just A Dream diagnostic devices. Even delicate, heat sensitive scopes,
cameras, instruments, and accessories can be safely
sterilized in less than 30 minutes-Just In Time for each
patient procedure. @

STERIS SYSTEM 1 also provides peace of mind. There
are no toxic fumes, and no disposal restrictions to lose
sleep over. (# And liquid processing means that your
devices can be sterilized without the drying and wrapping
which are required with gaseous systems.

Write or call us today to learn why thousands of health
professionals rest assured with the rapid and safe sterile
processing of STERIS SYSTEM 1.0
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The Proven Process
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Answers To Commonly Asked Questions About
the STERIS PROCESS’”

STERILE vs. DISINFECTED

Q. Does STERIS SYSTEM 1’” sterilize or just

disinfect?

A. STERIS SYSTEM 1 is a sterile process-
i n g  s y s t e m , n o t  a  d i s i n f e c t o r .  T h e
STERIS PROCESS’” is sterilization, and is
equal in efficacy to steam or ethylene oxide.

Sterilization means the elimination or
destruction of all microbial life, including
bacterial  spores.  Unlike disinfection,
sterilization eliminates doubt-items are
either sterile or they are not. Nothing can be
safer than sterile.

Q. High level disinfection is supposed to
eliminate all disease causing organisms. Why
isn’t this just as good as sterilization?

A. The potential problems with high level
disinfection lie in the disinfection process.
Disinfection is most often attempted with a
manual process that is inherently difficult to
control.

Numerous variables-time, temperature,
disinfectant concentration, surface contact,
bioburden levels. etc.-can adversely affect
process outcome if not properly implemented
or controlled. Many studies have shown that
items which are considered to be “high level
disinfected” frequently remain contaminated.
The only practical way to be certain that all
disease causing organisms have been eliminated
is to eliminate all microbial organisms of any
type-which is the definition of sterilization.

Q. Why should I use a sterile scope for a
“non-sterile” procedure such as a colonoscopy?

A. Procedures which some people consider
“non-sterile” often involve penetration of
mucous membranes, such as during biopsies
or polypectomies. Frequently the need to
enter this sterile tissue is not determined until
after the procedure has already started. Since
STERIS SYSTEM I can sterilize items in
less than 30 minutes-about the same time as
it takes to disinfect-there is no reason not to
make sterile items the single standard of care
for each patient procedure.

Q .  W h a t  i t e m s  c a n  b e  p r o c e s s e d  i n
STERIS SYSTEM l?

A. STERIS SYSTEM 1 can process a wide
variety of immersible surgical and diagnostic
devices such as scopes, cameras, instruments,
and accessories. If an item is immersible, can
fit in one of the flexible or rigid Processing
Trays, and can withstand the low processing
temperature of 55.5”C.  then it can generally
be processed in SYSTEM 1.

STERIS is constantly working with
medical device manufacturers to ensure that
their devices are compatible with SYSTEM 1.
Numerous manufacturers endorse the
STERIS PROCESS as being an effective and
compatible method for sterilizing their devices.
If you aren’t sure whether a device can be
processed in SYSTEM I. contact the device
manufacturer or STERIS.

STERIS Corporation develops, manufactures, and markets sterile processing and infection prevention
systems for the worldwide healthcare market. STERISa  is committed to providing products which
improve patient, worker, and environmental safety. If you would like more information about
STERIS or STERIS SYSTEM 1, please write us or call l-800-JIT-4-USE  (l-800-548-4873).
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