
ISSN 0030-8129

Publications of the 
Modern Language Association 
of America

March 1982
https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900074587 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900074587


OUR LAST FIRST POETS 
Vision and History in Contemporary 
American Poetry
Cary Nelson. "Here is a welcome addition to the 
growing scholarship examining the impact of the 
Vietnam War on contemporary American poetry. 
Focusing on five mature poets whose careers 
were well established by the early 1960s — 
Roethke, Kinnell, Duncan, Rich, and Merwin — 
Nelson asserts that these poets' careers show the 
effects of the historical pressures of the last two 
decades." —Library Journal. “. . . should rank 
(along with quite different books by Altieri and 
Pinsky) as among the three best studies of 
contemporary American poetry." — James E. 
Breslin. "Immensely intriguing ... it urges a new 
view of Walt Whitman's limitations as a model 
for poetry in our country at this point in history.
I find the readings of individual poems sensitive 
and acute." — Leslie Fiedler. "It is a stunning 
thesis, this matter of politics and open form, and 
what Nelson is searching out is certainly at the 
heart of America." — Sherman Paul. $15.95

CHARLES OLSON'S MAXIMUS
Don Byrd. Of the several recent books on Olson 
— pivotal figure in the Black Mountain school of 
poetry and chief shaper of postmodernist poetry — 
Byrd's striking assessment is the first to offer an 
in-depth analysis of the three-volume sequence 
known as Maximus. "An acute and impassioned 
study in the tradition of our finest critical intelli-
gences." — George F. Butterick. "An excellent 
introduction to the major work of a troubling 
contemporary poet." — Jerome Mazzaro, American 
Literature. $15.00

FIGURES OF DESIRE
A Theory and Analysis of Surrealist 
Film
Linda Williams. A ground-breaking approach 
to film criticism, incorporating both Lacanian 
psychoanalytic theory and Metz's methodology on 
film and dream rhetoric. Williams examines the 
structure of unconscious desire in four key 
Surrealist films by Luis Bunuel: Un Chien andalou 
and L'Age d'or (both co-scripted with Salvador 
Dali), The Phantom of Liberty, and That Obscure 
Object of Desire. "An important contribution to 
film theory." — James Monaco, author of How to 
Read a Film. $21.50
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