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OUR LAST FIRST POETS

Vision and History in Contemporary
American Poetry

Cary Nelson. ““Here is a welcome addition to the
growing scholarship examining the impact of the
Vietnam War on contemporary American poetry.
Focusing on five mature poets whose careers
were well established by the early 1960s —
Roethke, Kinnell, Duncan, Rich, and Merwin —
Nelson asserts that these poets’ careers show the
effects of the historical pressures of the last two
decades.” — Library Journal. ““. . . should rank
(along with quite different books by Altieri and
Pinsky) as among the three best studies of
contemporary American poetry.” — James E.
Breslin. “Immensely intriguing . . . it urges a new
view of Walt Whitman’s limitations as a model
for poetry in our country at this point in history.
I find the readings of individual poems sensitive
and acute.”” — Leslie Fiedler. “It is a stunning
thesis, this matter of politics and open form, and
what Nelson is searching out is certainly at the
heart of America.” — Sherman Paul. $15.95

CHARLES OLSON’S MAXIMUS

Don Byrd. Of the several recent books on Olson
— pivotal figure in the Black Mountain school of
poetry and chief shaper of postmodernist poetry —
Byrd’s striking assessment is the first to offer an
in-depth analysis of the three-volume sequence
known as Maximus. ““An acute and impassioned
study in the tradition of our finest critical intelli-
gences.”” — George F. Butterick. ““An excellent
introduction to the major work of a troubling
contemporary poet.”” — Jerome Mazzaro, American
Literature. $15.00

FIGURES OF DESIRE

A Theory and Analysis of Surrealist
Film

Linda Williams. A ground-breaking approach

to film criticism, incorporating both Lacanian
psychoanalytic theory and Metz’s methodology on
film and dream rhetoric. Williams examines the
structure of unconscious desire in four key
Surrealist films by Luis Bunuel: Un Chien andalou
and L’Age d’or (both co-scripted with Salvador
Dali), The Phantom of Liberty, and That Obscure
Object of Desire. ““An important contribution to
film theory.” — James Monaco, author of How to
Read a Film. $21.50

We accept charges on Visa, MasterCard, and American Express, and pay postage on prepaid orders.

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS Box 5081P, Station A, 54 E. Gregory, Champaign, IL 61820

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900074587 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900074587

March 1982

Publications of the
Modern Language Association of America

Volume 97 Number 2

PUBLISHED SIX TIMES A YEAR BY THE ASSOCIATION

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900074587 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900074587

The Modern Language Association of America

ORGANIZED 1883 INCORPORATED 1900

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1982

President: WAYNE C. BooTtH, University of Chicago

First Vice-President: MARY ANN Caws, Hunter College and Graduate Center,
City University of New York

Executive Director: JOEL CONARROE, University of Pennsylvania

Deputy Executive Director: HANS RUTIMANN

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

For the term ending 31 December 1982 For the term ending 31 December 1983
RuTH K. ANGRESS PauL FUSSELL

Princeton University Rutgers University

WALTER H. SOKEL BARBARA K. LEWALSKI

University of Virginia Brown University

RutH H. WEBBER GiTA MAY

University of Chicago Columbia University

For the term ending 31 December 1984 For the term ending 31 December 1985
SANDRA M. GILBERT JONATHAN CULLER

University of California, Davis Cornell University

A. WALTON LiTZ

Princeton University

ALDO SCAGLIONE

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

JUAN LOPEZ-MORILLAS
University of Texas, Austin
CATHARINE R. STIMPSON
Ruzrgers University

TRUSTEES OF INVESTED FUNDS
GorDON N. Ray C. WALLER BARRETT
Guggenheim Foundation, Managing Trustee Charlottesville, Virginia
ROBERT [LUMIANSKY
American Council of Learned Societies

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is issued six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and
November, by the Modern Language Association of America, 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York
10011. Membership is open to those persons who are professionally interested in the modern languages
and literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ salaries
and are graduated as follows: student members, $10; unemployed regular members, $10; regular
members (first year), $20; regular members (salary under $12,000), $25; regular members (salary
$12,000-$15,000), $30; regular members (salary $15,000-$20,000), $35; regular members (salary
$20,000-$25,000), $40; regular members (salary $25,000-$30,000), $45; regular members (salary
$30,000-$35,000), $50; regular members (salary over $35,000), $55; joint members (with only one
subscription to PMLA), add $10 to dues category of higher-paid member; foreign members, same
as regular members. Membership applications are available on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $52. A subscription including
a bound volume at the end of the year is $130, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 10% as their fee.
Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues may be obtained for $7.50 each; the No-
vember (Program) issue for $20; the September (Directory) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the MLA Member and Customer Services Office.
Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication
date; thereafter the single issue price will be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Kraus Reprint Co., Millwood, NY
10546; (914) 762-2200. Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University

Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers
of the journal.

OFFICE OF PUBLICATION AND EDITORIAL OFFICES
62 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011 Tel: 212 741-5588

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Cus-
tomer Services Office of the Association at 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011. If a change of
address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be informed of this fact
at the same time.

Second-class postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing office.

Copyright © 1982 by The Modern Language Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Member and Customer Services Office, Modern Language
Association of America, 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011.

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900074587 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900074587



