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In line with the increasing use of empirical
methods in Cognitive Linguistics, the current
volume explores the uses of quantitative,

in particular corpus-driven, techniques for
the study of meaning. It shows how these
techniques contribute to the core theoretical
issues of Cognitive Semantics as well as how
they inform semantic analysis. The research
presented in the volume constitutes an im-
portant step towards an Empirical Cognitive
Semantics.
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This volume addresses aspects of language
change using the semantics-based theory of
Cognitive Linguistics, and primarily focuses
on the lexicon and metaphor, the semantics of
syntax, and language evolution. The papers
that make up the collection consider current
approaches to questions of the mental organi-
zation of meaning and its expression, and
point toward future research.
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“Ronald W. Langacker is universally acclaimed as one of the
founding fathers of the cognitive linguistics movement. His
pioneering efforts towards developing a meaning-oriented, usage-
based theory of grammar have given cognitive linguistics many of
its key concepts, and his theory of Cognitive Grammar is not only
one of the cornerstones of cognitive linguistics, it is also a magnifi-
cent achievement in its own right.”

Dirk Geeraerts, January 2009

This volume makes accessible a substantial range of recent
research in Cognitive Grammar. Building from fundamentals, it
brings fresh insight to the analysis of varied grammatical phenom-
ena. Topics considered in depth include constructions, grounding,
clause structure, and complex sentences. The book is of interest
to anyone concerned with the conceptual basis of meaning and
linguistic structure.

» comprehensive collection of studies in Cognitive Grammar
» suitable for students of general linguistics
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Focusing on a wide range of linguistic struc-
tures, the articles in this volume explore the
explanatory potential of two of the most influ-
ential cognitive-linguistic theories, conceptual
metaphor and metonymy theory and concep-
tual blending theory. Whether enthusiastic or
critical in their stance, the contributors seek to
enhance our understanding of how conven-
tional as well as creative ways of thinking
influence our language and vice versa.
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Salience refers to the prominence of infor-
mation; salient items pop out and capture
attention. This volume addresses the role of
salience in discourse. It illustrates the range of
multidisciplinary approaches — their diversi-
ties and similarities. The collection of papers
covers a variety of research with different foci
ranging from discourse entities, to discourse
segments, to extra-linguistic factors.
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