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The final part of the book is entitled Geometry and the Sporadic Groups. It consists of (a) an
interesting article by Tits on ways of looking at Leech's Lattice, (b) a brief (actually, rather too
brief) survey by Tits of geometries associated with sporadic groups, (c) some thought-provoking
remarks by Sims on the problems of trying to construct the large sporadic groups by computer
and (d) an article by Thompson on fixed-point-free involutions and projective planes. It is not
clear why Thompson contributed this particular piece of work which is rather tentative in nature
and not really in keeping with the theme of the symposium.

The criticisms I have are all essentially minor. There is no doubt that every mathematician
working in the area of finite simple groups will want to have a copy of this book on his
bookshelves.

N. K. DICKSON
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