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Cover The internet has expanded opportunities for wildlife traders 
to conduct business globally. As monitoring frequently employs language-
based searches, it is important to understand the language traders use, 
particularly the nomenclature used to refer to traded species. Analysis 
of the language types used by advertisers of reptiles on four UK 
websites indicates that English common names are the most frequently 
used name type, but scientific names are used in twice as many adverts 
for threatened and Near Threatened species as in adverts for non-
threatened species. One of the most commonly advertised lizards 
is the Vulnerable crested gecko Correlophus ciliatus of New Caledonia 
(pictured), often referred to as ‛crestie’ in the trade, which appeared in 6% 
of adverts. The ultimate aim of language detection tools is to track 
trends in online trade, provide a better understanding of trade patterns 
and help authorities enforce laws against illegal reptile trade. For further 
details, see pp. 15–22. (Photograph © Adrian Davies / Naturepl.com)
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