
This book began its life as a doctoral thesis written at the Heidelberg University, 
Germany. It was submitted to Heidelberg University as a doctoral dissertation with 
the title ‘Acts of Aid: The Politics of Relief and Reconstruction after the 1934 Bihar–
Nepal Earthquake’. I am grateful for the numerous helpful and knowledgeable people 
who have shown their support and helped me at various stages. At the very outset, 
I want to thank my supervisors for their unstinting support throughout the process 
of research and writing. Gita Dharampal offered a warm welcome at the Department 
of History at the South Asia Institute. Gerrit Jasper Schenk must take special credit 
for inspiring my interest in historical natural disasters by inviting me into the research 
group ‘Cultures of Disaster’ at the Cluster of Excellence ‘Asia and Europe in a Global 
Context’. I am indebted to both for unwavering intellectual support.

I am grateful for the support of colleagues at the Department of History at the 
South Asia Institute and at the Cluster of Excellence, ‘Asia and Europe in Global 
Context’, who gave their valuable advice and discussed ideas in workshops and 
colloquia. Milinda Banerjee, Somnath Batabyal, Bindu Bhadana, Amelia Bonea, 
Felix Eickelbeck, Ivana Gubic, Rafael Klöber, Prabhat Kumar, Manju Ludwig, Sarah 
Luedecke, Soumen Mukherjee, Sridevi Padmanabhan, Swarali Paranjape, Dominik 
Schieder, Sayed Wiqar Ali Shah and Katharina Weiler shared their research and 
contributed towards the completion of my project with encouragement and kind 
advice. I am thankful to Kristine Chalyan-Daffner, Noura Dirani and Benedict Mette 
for their valuable company and collaboration in researching historical disasters and 
images of disasters. At other institutions, I have had the pleasure to receive advice 
and help from many people including Shaila Bhatti, Aryendra Chakravartty, Maria 
Framke, Mette Gabler, Yogesh Raj and Nitin Sinha. I am thankful for advice from 
audiences and participants in colloquia, conferences and workshops, most notably at 
the Department of History, Technische Universität Darmstadt, the Department of 

Acknowledgements

Published online by Cambridge University Press



xii • Acknowledgements

History, York (U.K.), South Asian Studies for Young Scholars Meet by SASNET 
(Falsterbo, Sweden), by the Association of South Asian Environmental Historians, 
the Department of History, Assam University (Silchar), and in the Fifth European 
PhD Workshop in South Asian Studies (Paris). I am thankful for comments by 
audience and participants in the conference ‘Epicentre to Aftermath: Political, 
Social and Cultural Impacts of Earthquakes in South Asia’ at SOAS University of 
London, where I had the opportunity to develop some thoughts around metaphors 
and gender, at the invitation of Michael Hutt, Stefanie Lotter, Michele Serafini 
and Edward Simpson. Discussions with John Whelpton and participants at the 
conference enriched my perspective about earthquake aftermaths in Nepal. At 
Leiden University I had the pleasure to discuss the politics of historical disasters 
at the conference ‘Relocating Governance in Asia: State and Society in South- and 
Southeast Asia, c. 1800–2000’, thanks to Girija Joshi, Maarten Manse and Sander 
Tetteroo. I am also grateful to Cécile Stephanie Stehrenberger for generously 
sharing a range of literature on body politics and disaster research. The conferences 
‘The Transculturality of Historical Disasters: Governance and the Materialisation 
of Glocalisation’ and ‘Imaging Disaster’ organised by the research groups Cultures of 
Disasters and Images of Disasters, respectively, at the Excellence Initiative Asia and 
Europe at Heidelberg University were helpful for developing initial ideas.

I wish to sincerely thank the staff at Heidelberg University, the Heidelberg 
University Library, the Library of the South Asia Institute and the Max Planck 
Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg, 
Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin, the British Library and the 
Library at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) University College 
of London for their kind service and helpful advice. In Switzerland, thanks to the 
kind guidance and extra effort by staff and archivists at Bibliothèque Cantonale et 
Universitaire Lausanne (Lausanne Cantonal and University Library) and Bibliothèque 
de la Ville (The Town Library) in La Chaux-de-Fonds, and Heinz Gabathuler, SCI 
International Archives Coordinator, I had the great opportunity to view the private 
papers of Pierre Cérésole and Service Civil International. In India, I am thankful 
to the staff at the National Archives of India, the Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library (NMML), the Library of the Indian Red Cross Society (New Delhi), the 
West Bengal State Archives and the Indian National Library, especially the archival 
and newspaper sections. In Bihar, I want to thank the staff at the Bihar State 
Archives, the A. N. Sinha Library and the K. P. Jayaswal Research Institute (Patna) 
for their support and kind guidance during long research stints. I want to thank, 
in particular, the director and staff of the Bihar State Archives for their readiness 

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Acknowledgements • xiii

to provide me with service and helpful advice. I am thankful to the director and 
staff of Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library for assistance and providing 
accommodation during my stays in Patna. I want to thank the Asian Development 
Research Institute (ADRI, Patna) and Kathinka Sinha Kerkhoff for taking interest 
in my research. I had the pleasure to meet Surendra Gopal, who generously shared 
his knowledge and guided me to sources in Patna. I am grateful to the late Hetukar 
Jha and to Tejkar Jha for inviting me to the Darbhanga Raj Archives. The staff of the 
Maharajadhiraja Kameshwar Singh Kalyani Foundation provided all the support I 
could wish for at Darbhanga.

My research was generously supported by the German Research Council 
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) at the Cluster of Excellence. The Cluster of 
Excellence also granted a scholarship for an internship at the League of Nations 
Archives at the United Nations Office at Geneva, where mentors and staff at 
UNOG, in particular Blandine Blukacz-Louisfert, Colin Wells and Jacques 
Oberson, generously shared their expertise about the archives. In the period 
leading up to the completion of this book, I benefitted from the infrastructural 
and financial support of NIAS SUPRA writing fellowship at Nordic Institute 
of Asian Studies (NIAS, Copenhagen) and from being Junior Fellow at Nalanda 
University (New Delhi/Rajgir) where I had the pleasure to interact with Michiel 
Baas, M. B. Rajani, Gopa Sabharwal, Jyoti Sapru Dar, Amartya Sen, Anjana 
Sharma and Aviram Sharma. An MWK-COFUND research fellowship (Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement no. 665958) at the Max Weber Center for 
Advanced Cultural and Social Studies at the University of Erfurt was deeply 
enriching. As a researcher, I  am glad to currently be part of the supportive 
environment in the Department of Cultural Sciences at the Linnaeus University 
and the Linnaeus University Centre for Concurrences in Colonial Postcolonial 
Studies in Sweden. The publication is generously funded by Sven och Dagmar 
Saléns Stiftelse, Linnaeus University Open Access Funding, Linnaeus University 
Centre for Concurrences in Colonial and Postcolonial Studies, the Department 
of Cultural Sciences at Linnaeus University, and Heidelberg Centre for 
Transcultural Studies at Heidelberg University. I am grateful to the editorial 
team at Cambridge University Press, in particular Qudsiya Ahmed and Sohini 
Ghosh, for their patience and professionalism.

Finally, I want to thank the late Staffan Lindberg (Lund University), Martin 
Gansten (Lund University), Mirja Juntunen (Uppsala University) and Elisabeth 
Pachon (University of Copenhagen) for their guidance and inspired teaching that 
I was fortunate to receive as a student before embarking on the PhD project.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



xiv • Acknowledgements

Many friends have made the task more enjoyable. My parents and my brother 
have given endless love and support, without which I could not have managed. 
My greatest love and gratitude is owed to Niladri for unwavering exhortation and 
inspiration when most needed. Special acknowledgement must go to Johanna and 
Ethan, who both arrived in the process of researching and writing this book, for their 
patience and constant cheers.

Published online by Cambridge University Press


