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JOURNAL POLICY

The Journal of Paleontology publishes original articles and notes on the systematics of fossil organisms and the implications of
systematics to all aspects of paleobiology and stratigraphic paleontology. It emphasizes specimen-based research and features high
quality illustrations. Comments on articles and replies are considered for publication. Manuscripts should be submitted to the office
of the Editors, which handles the review process. The Associate Editors work with authors to produce final copy, and they return
manuscripts to the Editors for final processing. Manuscripts submitted elsewhere should not be submitted to the Journal.

Contributors should read the “Preparation of Manuscripts,” below; more detailed “Instructions for Authors” were published in
the November, 1998 issue (72:1087-1092) and are available on the World Wide Web at http://www.journalofpaleontology.org.
Manuscripts not adhering to format will be returned to authors for correction before entering the editorial process. Cost of Journal
publication is taken entirely from membership dues in The Paleontological Society and voluntary page contributions. Authors are
charged for changes they make during the proof stage and also for their original mistakes that must be corrected during this stage.
A limit of 25 published pages is placed on all papers within the Journal; limited excess pages might be accepted but their cost will
be charged to the author. Longer manuscripts must be submitted to the memoir series; all publication costs for memoirs must be
paid by authors.

PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS
GENERAL

Important references for format preparation are: 1) The Journal of Paleontology Instructions for Authors (Volume 72, pages
1087-1092) (http://www.journalofpaleontology.org); 2) Suggestions to Authors of the Reports of the United States Geological
Survey (seventh edition) 1991; and 3) The Chicago Manual of Style (fourteenth edition) 1993. Where there is conflict, current
Journal style prevails; any recent issue provides a useful guide, but note changes with the 72:1087-1092 “Instructions for Authors.”

All copy must be submitted on either 21.5 x 28.0 cm (8% x 11 in.) or A4 standard-weight paper. Submit three copies.
Manuscripts must be laser printed or letter-quality typed; dot-matrix printing is not acceptable. Avoid small font sizes; 12-point
Times or 10-point Helvetica are appropriate. Double-space throughout, including references and table and figure descriptions;
provide ample margins. Submitted copies need not include original illustrations, but they should be of very high quality; originals
may be requested if submitted figures are not of adequate quality. Use metric measurements. A 7.5-10.0 cm heading is left on the
first page above the title. First-page format should follow published examples.

TEXT

ABSTRACT—An abstract of 250 or fewer words is required for articles; abstracts do not accompany notes or other comments.
The heading for the abstract is not indented; it is capitalized throughout, and it is followed by two hyphens but no period.

Headings.—Two grades of headings are almost always sufficient. Primary headings are centered and typed in all capital letters.
Secondary headings are indented, underlined, and followed by a period and two hyphens. The first two words of the introduction
are capitalized and abut the left margin. Do not end manuscript lines with hyphens.

Systematics.—Format for arrangement of systematic paleontology can be found in current issues of the Journal. All descriptions
of new taxa must be accompanied by a diagnosis, an indication of type specimens and repository, stratigraphic and geographic
data, and specific reference to illustrations of the taxon. Particularly note the format, punctuation, and capitalization conventions
used in the synonymy.

REFERENCES

Particular care should be given to reference format. The “Instructions for Authors” provides many examples.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Figures.—All illustrations, including maps, geologic sections, and halftone illustrations, must be numbered in the sequence of
their first appearance in the text. “Figure” is used rather than “Plate,” and therefore line drawing and photographic figures are
numbered in sequence. All illustrations, including review copies, must be submitted at publication size. These sizes are: full page,
18.3 x 23.3 cm; double-column, 18.3 cm; single column, 9.0 cm. Halftone illustrations must be original photographs mounted on
black or white cardboard. Photographic subjects must be illuminated from the upper left, or evenly illuminated. A photograph of
a montage is not acceptable. Each illustration must be identified by a numeral, but typewritten numbering is not acceptable. Press-
on lettering is acceptable, but it readily breaks from the original and therefore much care must be used. Line drawings may be
either an original or a glossy print mounted on white cardboard. Allow 1.5 cm at top of figure for a printer’s label. Review copies of
photographic figures should be similar in quality to the original. Standard photocopies are not acceptable.

Digital photographs are encouraged. 450 dpi is best. TIFF and EPS file formats preferred. Submit good quality printouts with
review copies. For more information, see www.journalofpaleontology.org.
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