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to Yinxu, or was h i s c a p i t a l perhaps a t Beimengdh'^fo ; Secondly, 
i f Pan Geng d i d move to Yinxu, how many y e a r s e l a p s e d be tween h i s 
re ign and the access ion of Wu Ding? According to the c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
w r i t t e n r e c o r d s , the t imespan could be as sho r t as 16 years , as K. C. 
Chang seemed to be l i eve in h i s paper, but i t could have been as much 
as 53 years . I t i s d i f f i c u l t for archaeology to determine the length 
of any r e c o g n i z a b l e s t r a t i g r a p h i c phase in t e r m s of a b s o l u t e t i m e . 
At any r a t e , Zou Heng's Per iod I reaches i n t o Wu Ding's r e ign . 

His o n - s i t e e x p e r i e n c e a t Anyang, Yang c o n t i n u e d , had y i e l d e d 
some m a t e r i a l t h a t c o u l d p rove h e l p f u l . Recent d i g s had uncove red 
o rac l e bones wi th c h a r a c t e r s resembl ing Tung Tso-p in ' s Per iod IV in 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h P e r i o d I p o t t e r y (Zou 's p e r i o d i z a t i o n ) , i n an 
apparen t ly undis turbed con tex t . The a r c h a i c cha rac t e r of Per iod IV 
o rac le i n s c r i p t i o n s has long been noted; perhaps , the bones r e c e n t l y 
found r e p r e s e n t a genuinely e a r l y s t y l e t h a t was i m i t a t e d in a l a t e r 
per iod. The consequence of t h i s new f ind may be a r e - d a t i n g of pa r t 
of t h e o r a c l e bones p r e v i o u s l y c l a s s e d as P e r i o d IV. F u r t h e r m o r e , 

Yang considered the J i a ^ group of pa lace foundat ions a t Yinxu to 
be from Zou 's P e r i o d I , w h e r e a s t h e two o t h e r groups d a t e from t h e 
second or t h i r d p e r i o d . P e r h a p s , more f o u n d a t i o n s from t h e e a r l y 
p a r t of Wu Ding ' s r e i g n w i l l be d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e ongo ing e x c a v a 
t i o n s . On t h e o t h e r hand, we now know t h a t t h e r e a r e t w e l v e — no 
more — l a rge tombs a t Xibeigang. I f the f i r s t t h r e e kings a f t e r Pan 
Geng were b u r i e d a t Yin, i t c a n n o t have been a t t h e X i b e i g a n g 
cemetery. Yang a l s o noted t h a t some of the p i t - h o u s e s r e f e r r e d to by 
Chang a c t u a l l y dated from Dasikong I I , not Yinxu I . 

K. C. Chang r e p l i e d t h a t t he se exp lana t ions only under l ined the 
u r g e n t need fo r a m a s t e r c h r o n o l o g i c a l f ramework e n c o m p a s s i n g a l l 
excavat ions so f a r done a t Yinxu. 

6. WANG GUIMIN ( I n s t i t u t e of H i s t o r y , Peking) 
A TENTATIVE DESCRIPTION OF THE CIVILIZATION OF THE MIDDLE PERIOD OF 
LATE SHANG 

ABSTRACT: 

The l a t e Shang r e p r e s e n t s a peak in bronze c u l t u r e , and was the 
cu lminat ion of a long per iod of development. The words of the Duke 
of Zhou in t h e "Wu y i " ^& ilfL, c h a p t e r of t h e Shang shu t h a t "The 
k i n g s who a r o s e a f t e r [Zu J i a ] , d u r i n g t h e i r (who le ) l i f e en joyed 
ease .... After t h i s t h e r e were none who had any chance of reaching a 
h igh age . . . " i s no t s u f f i c i e n t t o be r e l i e d upon. Nor i s i t a p p r o 
p r i a t e to eva lua t e the e n t i r e t y of Late Shang h i s t o r y s o l e l y on the 
ba s i s of the l a r g e number of o r a c l e bones from the r e ign of Wu Ding. 
The p r i m a r y p u r p o s e of t h i s pape r i s t o d e m o n s t r a t e , t h r o u g h an 
a n a l y s i s of the con ten t s of o rac le -bone i n s c r i p t i o n s from the Middle 
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Late Shang, i . e . , from Lin Xin to Wen Wu Ding, tha t the re was con
tinued progress in the f ields of society, economy, and culture and in 
the po l i t i ca l and mi l i ta ry af fa i rs of the ruling house. 

Agriculture under the direct control of the Shang ruling house, 
including a l l sor ts of agr icul tura l a c t i v i t i e s , continued as before, 
and in some cases advanced beyond t h a t of the previous age. In the 
area of handicrafts, metal casting, the "hundred craftsmen," organi
zations of craftsmen and the off ic ia l position of Director of Crafts
men 3j 3- a l l appear in the oracle bones. In terms of a rchae
ology, the number, shape, manufacture, decoration, and inscriptions 
of bronze vessels reached a new plateau. The palace architecture and 
the geographical extent of residences at Yinxu were greatly expanded. 

In military affa i rs , the Shang ruling house clearly established 
the th ree army (san shi S. %^ ) o rgan iza t ion , and increased and 
expanded mili tary offices. The ent i re bureaucratic structure of the 
kingdom shows a corresponding expansion, transformation, and develop
ment as compared to previous periods. 

There was an adjustment and improvement of relat ions between the 
Shang royal house and the c lans of neighboring s t a t e s , and many of 
these out ly ing s t a t e s were conquered and submit ted to the royal 
house. The "hunting and t r a v e l l i n g " ( t i a n you gJK^ ) area was 
g rea t ly expanded, a l s o r e f l e c t i n g the vas t extent of the t e r r i t o r y 
under control. Within the bounds of th i s area peoples of each tr ibe 
joined together in creating bronze cul ture , and in each region a new 
cul tural form appeared combining un ive r sa l and reg iona l c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s , thus consti tuting a contribution to the further development 
of bronze c iv i l i za t ion . This important h i s to r ica l stage must not be 
neglected. 

Sac r i f i c e s from t h i s period r e f l e c t the f i r s t waverings in 
thought concerning the power of the s p i r i t s and the p a t r i a r c h a l 
(zongfa ^ y-Jc ) system advanced one step further toward completion. 

In the course of th i s paper much important source material has 
been used from the r e c e n t l y published Xiaotun nandi j iagu (Volume 
One). Those i n s c r i p t i o n s that t h i s paper has quoted as source 
m a t e r i a l from oracle bone per iods I I I and IV make c l ea r t h a t such 
inscript ions have their own regular features d is t inc t from those of 
other per iods , and tha t t h i s dating can be confirmed from contemp
orary archaeological and l i t e r a ry sources. Therefore, th is paper i s 
in one respec t an a t tempt a t employing a typo log ica l standard to 
periodize oracle bones. 
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DISCUSSION: 
After ou t l i n ing the scope of h i s paper Wang Guimin noted t h a t 

the basis of his argument was the assumption that the oracle bones of 
the Li group of d iv ine r s did belong in the Middle Period of Late 
Shang; if t h i s were proven not to be the case , the paper in i t s 
present form could not stand. 

K. C. Chang asked whether Wang's conclusions — based mainly on 
epigraphic evidence — were in accord with the a rchaeo log ica l 
evidence from the Middle Late Period of Shang. Wang r e p l i e d 
affirmatively; the development of the bronze decorat ion s t y l e s and 
the increasing number of datable hangtu & :£. foundations seemed to 
corroborate his notion of th i s period as one of progress and develop
ment. 

Zheng Zhenxiang ( I n s t i t u t e of Archaeology, Peking) seemed to 
feel there was need for different iat ion on th is point. Actually, she 
said, the re were r e l a t i v e l y few bronzes from the period, and fewer 
tombs of any s ize than in the previous per iod. According to the 
d i scover ies so far made, Wu Ding's re ign must be considered as a 
period of cl imax. Granted, t he re were a r c h i t e c t u r a l changes to be 
observed, concerning both the extent and the alignment of houses; and 
there was a development in a r t i s a n r y , e.g., in the bone indus t ry , 
from work displaying ind iv idua l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s to a kind of mass 
production. As for j ades , t h e i r quan t i ty per tomb had been de
creasing, but those pieces found are characterized by a sensi t ive and 
judic ious use of the na tu r a l color of the stone (see remarks in her 
a r t i c l e i n Kaogu 1976.4:268ff). There were a l so longer bronze i n 
s c r i p t i o n s toward the end of the Yinxu period. While a l l these 
phenomena seemed to i n d i c a t e a change of some so r t , i t was hard to 
distinguish any outright progress. 

Louisa Huber (Cambridge, Mass.) also found i t d i f f icu l t to speak 
of unqual i f ied progress in bronze a r t a f t e r M5. In f a c t , a c l a s s i c 
style developed, characterized by a standardization of decor and an 
accompanying decrease in the va r i e ty of decora t ive mot i f s . On the 
other hand, t he re was a new c l a r i t y and ref inement to those l a t e r 
bronzes and genera l ly an increas ing pe r fec t ion of the v e s s e l s ' 
decoration and the i r shapes. 

According to Huber's a r t - h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s , the M5 bronzes 
could have been from the Wu Ding period. In her view, there i s only 
one Fu Zl ~$t$f '-J- in question, the one known from the Period I oracle 
bones. Addressing the question t h a t had been ra i sed whether Fu Zi 
s i g n i f i e s an i nd iv idua l or ins tead a category of i nd iv idua l s (the 
r u l e r ' s consor t s or , as had a l s o been suggested, h i s daugh te r s - i n -
law), she noted t h a t the orac le bones are very spec i f i c in t h e i r 
questions regarding Fu Zi, in some cases referring even to part icular 
ailments. This point obviously would argue against the proposed use 
of Fu Zi as a gener ic term. 
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Virginia Kane aroused some amusement among the part icipants by 
quoting Wang's paper as a cor robora t ion for her proposal of a l a t e r 
dat ing of M5. She agreed t h a t — apar t from M5 — there was a 
r e l a t i v e s c a r c i t y of bronzes in the Middle Period of Late Shang. 
After M5, bronze styles would have undergone a dramatic change — not 
toward conventionalization and standardization (pace Huber), and in 
no way declining, but in most aspects quite different from everything 
preceding i t . 

Hsu Chin-hsiung suggested that the 7000 cowrie shel ls found in 
M5 could provide a c lue about i t s da t e . He claimed he was able to 
decide whether a cowrie shell was early or la te from whether or not a 
hole had been bored through the s h e l l , and whether or not t h i s hole 
was polished. He had established a sequence of four stages, and his 
findings confirmed Kane's l a t e r da te . Yang Xizhang questioned the 
value of Hsu's approach and declared t h a t , s ince only a f rac t ion of 
the cowrie s h e l l s discovered in M5 had been published, i t seemed 
di f f icul t to imagine how Hsu could have arrived at such daring con
clusions. Kao Ch'ii-hsun was also skept ical , suggesting that Hsu was 
perhaps confusing the Shang cowries with phenomena to be observed in 
the Warring States period. 

*7. XIA NAI (Academy of Social Science, Peking) 
YIN DYNASTY JADES 

ABSTRACT: 

This paper t r i e s to study the typology, terminology, and 
funct ions of the jades of the Shang dynasty by using an a rch
aeo log ica l approach based mainly on archaeological materials from 
s c i e n t i f i c excava t ions . This c o n t r a s t s with the old method which 
r e l i e d upon ques t ionable t e x t u a l evidence and less well-documented 
jades in publ ic and p r iva t e c o l l e c t i o n s . The main points of the 
paper are as follows: 

(1) Ceremonial j ades : Some jades of the Shang dynasty were 
ceremonial not pract ical objects, but the system of six jades called 
rui yu (auspicious jades) in the three Books of Rites i s a fabrica
tion devised by the Confucian scholars of the period of the la te Zhou 
and early Han dynasties, who used what they could find of the surviv
ing jade ob jec t s and customs of use and supplemented old t e x t s and 
oral t rad i t ions with thei r own imaginations so as to make the system 
pe r f ec t l y r a t i o n a l according t o Confucian s tandards . In our ex
cava t ions , we have not found a s ing le case in which the jades were 
grouped in a set of six, nor have we found any evidence to verify the 
uses mentioned in the Books of Rites. 
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