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AFRICA TODAY
BWHODDER
The picture of Africa, as presented in today's
media, is one of great complexity, confusion
and in certain cases, impending disaster.
Africa Today is a short, objective and
thoroughly readable account of the
numerous problems which beset African
governments. It is designed to stimulate an
informed interest in African affairs, thus
discouraging the readerfrom taking refuge
in simplistic, over-generalised and highly
prejudiced explanations of complex
situations.

Paperback 0 416 71010 7 £1.95
This price is net in the UK only

An Atlas of African History
Second edition

J. D. Fage and Maureen Verity
In the twenty years since this
atlas was first published, the
continent of Africa has
undergone a momentous
transformation. While in 1958
colonial rule still held sway,
there is now hardly an area of
Africa which is not a
self-governing state. But in
addition to political change,
Africa has experienced a rapid
and expansive flowering of
historical and archaeological
research into her own past.
For these reasons, a new edition
has become essential. Wholly

revised and updated, this atlas
covers African history from the
beginning of the Christian era
up to the present day. Of the
seventy-one maps, more than a
third are completely new and
many relate to areas or periods
which were previously obscure.
Reflecting the most spectacular
advances in knowledge, this
book illuminates in particular
the formative centuries before
the European scramble for
Africa.

Cloth £10 Paper £2.95

Edward Arnold
41 Bedford Square, London WCiB 3DP
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Oxford Library of African Literature
General Editor: G. Lienhardt

Wisdom from the Nile
A Collection of Folk-Stories from Northern and Central Sudan
Edited by Ahmed Al-Shahi and F. C. T. Moore
The riverain peoples of Northern Sudan possess an extremely rich oral tradition of
story-telling. This volume is a selection of the tales collected by the authors and
translated from the original Arabic. There is a substantial introduction which sets
the stories in their cultural and social context, and offers a systematic account
of their principal themes. The book is of particular interest since, in the Sudan,
as in many places, the traditions of oral story-telling are rapidly disappearing
with the spread of literacy. £10

Shona Praise Poetry
Edited by Aaron C. Hodza and George Fortune
The Shona people of Rhodesia have a rich and ancient tradition that expresses
itself most freely in its oral literature. The poems in this volume have been collected
by Mr. Hodza, himself a Shona, and edited and translated by Mr. Fortune, who
also wrote the introduction. £16

There Was a Certain Man
Spoken Art of the Fipa
Translated and edited by Roy Willis
This important addition to the series presents the oral tradition of the Fipa of
Tanzania. It provides insight into the thought and values of an African people who
retain much of their traditional culture. Certain more unusual forms of 'spoken art'
are recorded and discussed, notably greetings and 'formal communications', as
well as stories and proverbs, and an introduction based on much original material
places them in their social and cultural context. £6.50 paper covers £4.50
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Land Use and Development
Edited by Phil O'Keefe and Ben Wisner

This book explores the underlying principles determining land use in Africa and the means by
which people have adapted and adjusted their system according to their environment and in
response to crises like drought and famine. It analyses selected development schemes in the light
of the need for full involvement of the people as a whole and the maintenance of the all-important
ecological balance. Pp. vi, 232 paperback £5.25 (IAI members £4.50)

Drought in Africa 2
Secheresse en Af rique
Edited by David Dalby, R. J. Harrison Church and Fatima Bezzaz

In the early 1970s, drought devastated the Sahel. Greatly expanding the seminal report produced
at the time, this volume outlines the patterns that emerge and the lessons for the future that may
be learnt from this disaster. Contributions range from climatological surveys to in-depth
sociological studies of drought-affected communities not only in the Sahel but in other semi-
arid regions of Africa. Pp. viii, 200 paperback £5.00 (IAImembers £4.25)

Please add 10% to your order to cover postage. Full catalogue available on request

INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN INSTITUTE
210 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BW

MRS MIRIAM W. F. TALBOT DECEASED
THE AMAURY TALBOT FUND ANNUAL PRIZE

REF: 61/888
The attention of persons interested in African studies is drawn to an annual
prize being offered by the Amaury Talbot Fund.

The Trustees invite applications for the prize, which for 1977 amounted to
£173.45 after allowing for fees and expenses in connection with the award.
The prize will be awarded to the author or authors of the work which, in the
opinion of the Judges, is the most valuable of the works of anthropological
research which are submitted in the competition. Only works published
during the calendar year 1978 are eligible for the award. Preference will be
given to works relating in the first place to Nigeria, and in the second place
to any other part of West Africa or to West Africa in general. Works relating
to other regions of Africa are, however, eligible for submission.

All applications, together with two copies of the book article, or work in
question, to be received by the 31st January 1979 by the Trustees: Barclays
Bank Trust Company Limited, Central Administration Trustee Office,
Radbroke Hall, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 9EU. Please quote reference
number shown above.

Entries will not be returned to candidates but will be at the disposal of the
Judges.
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