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The undersigned Editors of these proceedings wish to thank all (well, most) of 
the authors who contributed to IAU Colloquium No. 138 for their promptness 
in submitting camera-ready material. Most of the poster papers were presented 
orally, which often led to discussions. These were recorded on sheets of paper 
handed out, and when these were returned to us, and they concerned points not 
explicitly set out in the printed text, we have typed them and included them 
together with the paper. The reviews and invited papers produced longer dis
cussions. These will be found immediately following the last invited paper in 
each group; they are noted in the Table of Contents. 

The Final Discussion was recorded on an audio cassette and transcribed 
by MMD in London. In producing a final printed version of this discussion, the 
sequence of speakers has been amended so that comments on particular subjects 
might be kept together. All discussions have been edited to improve continuity, 
grammar and syntax. We trust that, in doing this, we have not misrepresented 
what speakers thought they were saying! 

The Editors wish to thank Mrs. Valerie Peerless of the University of Lon
don Observatory for her painstaking assistance in preparing the final page head
ings and numbers, and Mr. Gianfranco Carpani of the Astronomical Department 
of Trieste University for invaluable editorial assistance in preparing some of the 
manuscripts for publication. We wish to record our deepest thanks to Dr. Steven 
Shore for compiling the Index. 

Finally, the Editors of this volume are grateful for the opportunity given 
them by Prof. Margherita Hack, the President of the Scientific Organizing Com
mittee, to play their part in the production of this volume. 
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