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was in the area in 1778, not 1788, Shishmarev’s ship was the Blagonamerennyy, Vasilev’s name is
spelt variously. But there are useful maps, and a good index, and the work is a worthwhile addition
to the sparse literature on north-west Alaska in the early 19th century.

EXPLORATION OF NORTHERN CANADA 500-1920

[A review by E. E. Rich* of Alan Cooke and Clive Holland’s The exploration of northern Canada.
;Iz‘orox(}t)o], The Arctic History Press, 1977, 549 p, plus 26 p maps. $60 ($50 to readers of Polar
ecord).

Based on many years of work at the Scott Polar Research Institute, The exploration of northern
Canada is a revised and expanded version of 11 articles which were published in Polar Record
during 1970-73. In book form, with over a thousand condensed summaries of voyages arranged in
chronological order, it should make available to scholars and to students a mass of information in a
way which the series of articles could not emulate. The only drawback is the price. For although
preparation has been assisted by the History Division of the National Museum of Man in Montreal,
the book sells at $60 to the general public. The outcome must be that few individuals, especially
few young academics, will be able to possess this valuable work of reference, to reach for it in the
night-watches from their own shelves. But no library with an interest in the Arctic should be
without it.

Starting with a seemly scepticism about the alleged voyage of St Brendan to the North Atlantic
coast around 500 AD and about some (but not all) of the Vinland voyages, the book gives sum-
maries of every known voyage to Canada up to 1920—the year in which an American trading
expedition concluded that there was no profit to be had by opposing the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
activities in the bay. This might appear to indicate a conclusion on the note that the grip of the past
on the Canadian Arctic is unbroken. But in fact it was then that aircraft began to come into more
general use, thereby creating a new era of exploration.

Each summary account of a voyage is supported by reference to the source summarized ; only
by inference, by the occasional use of the word ‘supposed’ or a statement that a narrative lacks
support, are the summaries critical. The aim is to guide the user to sources in which he can check
authenticity and add derail. The exceptions are the accounts of the numerous expeditions made by
the Hudson’s Bay Company. Some of the more notable of these expeditions are recorded in
published works, which are cited, but many, especially the recurrent supply voyages, are described
only in the unpublished archives of the Company. Confirmation and expansion of the summary of
such voyages will require special facilities, but it is useful to have them listed.

The definition of northern Canada is something about which the authors find it difficult to be
explicit. The end-map covers the whole of Canada and the series of detailed maps covers down to
55°. It is a pity that detailed coverage could not have been extended down to 45°, for many an
expedition which ended in the north of Canada started in the south, Nevertheless, the maps add
greatly to understanding, and the other additional material is exceptionally useful. The index
of 42 pages in double-columns refers the reader to dates, not to pages, and makes cross-reference
easy. This, in its turn, is supported by almost 100 pages of a roster of names of men (some five
thousand of them) who took part in the expeditions—the seamen, cooks and guides as well as the
leaders. The bibliography amounts to over 50 pages.

Edward Umfreville’s 1784 expedition to discover a route to the north-west via Lake Nipigon has
not ranked in this book as being of relevance to northern Canada, even given the elasticity of the
southern boundary of that area. This omission leads to the thought that, although the Hudson’s
Bay Company archives contain two summaries of all shipping voyages, there is no such ‘skippers’
guide’ for land-borne expeditions. It is almost certain that a whole network of overland expeditions
will be revealed as the journals of the different posts are studied in greater detail than has yet been
possible. For example, the journey in the 1770’s of the egregious Eusebius Kitchin, chief at Moose
Factory, would tie into a series of efforts, in anticipation of Philip Turnor, to open up the country
south of the bayside posts. But the fact that there remains work yet to be done does not in any way
detract from the excellence of this chronological account, nor from a feeling almost of awe at the
volume of information which the authors have amassed and made available.

* Stryp Lynch, 71 Fowlmere Road, Heydon, Herts.
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