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The signs, wonders, and miracles by which God was 

believed to communicate with his people on earth 

provide the focus for this wide-ranging volume. 

Beginning with a reconsideration of Constantine's 

vision in 312 and ending with a discussion of 

the place of miracles in the making of twentieth-

century Spanish identity, these essays explore the 

manifestations of divine power in the conversion 

of the ancient world to Christianity, in medieval 

saints' lives and Byzantine hagiography, in the 

Crusades, and in the early modern and modern 

periods. A surprising feature of this collection is 

its demonstration that the miraculous continued 

in its importance to Christian communities from 

Reformation Europe forward into the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries. Taken together these 

essays eschew any simple secularization thesis and 

highlight the persistence of the role of divine power 

in how men and women interpreted the world 

around them. 

Dr KATE COOPER and Dr JEREMY GREGORY are 

both Senior Lecturers in the History of Christianity 

at the University of Manchester. 
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