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Elizabeth Meehan ‘Best Article’ Prize
On behalf of the editorial board, the editors of Government and Opposition 
are pleased to announce the winners of the annual ‘best article’ prize, named 
in memory of long-time editorial board member Elizabeth Meehan (1947–
2018). This prize is offered to the non-commissioned, peer-reviewed, original 
research article published during the previous calendar year that the editorial 
board members believe best represents the scholarly excellence of the journal 
and the tradition of commitment to public discourse on important topics in 
comparative politics that Government and Opposition has maintained for more 
than fifty years.

The prize winner for Volume 53 (2018) is Professor Allison McCulloch of 
Brandon University, Canada, for her article entitled: ‘The Use and Abuse of 
Veto Rights in Power-Sharing Systems: Northern Ireland’s Petition of Con-
cern in Comparative Perspective’.

This article assesses the articulation of vital ethno-national interests and the use 
and abuse of veto rights in deeply divided societies. In consociational theory, veto 
rights represent the primary means by which ethnic groups defend their ‘vital 
interests’, though they are often criticized for rewarding extremism and produc-
ing institutional instability. Situating a case study of Northern Ireland in a 
comparative perspective, I consider two lines of veto practice: liberal vs corporate 
(i.e. who has veto rights?) and permissive vs restrictive (i.e. to what issue areas 
do vetoes apply?), to assess what political incentives, if any, they offer for modera-
tion and stability. Drawing from a review of the legislative debates when a veto 
was enacted and on semi-structured interviews with members of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly, I argue that a permissive approach, in which groups can deter-
mine their own vital interests, can contribute to moderation, peace and stability 
in divided societies.

Allison McCulloch, ‘The Use and Abuse of Veto Rights in Power- 
Sharing Systems: Northern Ireland’s Petition of Concern in Comparative 
Perspective,’ Government and Opposition: An International Journal of Com-
parative Politics, 53:4 (October 2018) pp. 735–756. https://doi.org/10.1017/
gov.2017.6.

We are particularly pleased to celebrate Professor McCulloch’s case study 
on Northern Ireland, both because it was a particular area of interest for Pro-
fessor Meehan and because it demonstrates our continuing commitment to 
publish single-country case studies that make a wider contribution to the 
study of comparative politics.
© The Authors 2019. Published by Government and Opposition Limited and Cambridge University Press
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Government and Opposition is one of the world’s leading global 
comparative politics journals. This means that we publish 
papers dealing with any part of the world, and on any theme, 
to do with comparative politics, liberally defined. We accept 
papers that cover a single case, so long as they are positioned 
within the comparative politics literature and seek to advance 
comparative political analysis. We are tied to no substantive 
position, nor to any methodological orthodoxy beyond the 
fundamental principle of intellectual rigour. To ensure rigour 
we practise blind refereeing. We publish four issues a year. 
We also publish substantial review articles, many of which are 
commissioned, and some of which are the result of proposals 
made to our review editor.

Submissions
Government and Opposition has a tradition of publishing in a 
style accessible to any interested reader, and we encourage 
authors to write in a style as clear and simple as the subject 
matter allows.

Articles should include a word count: in general the 
length of articles, including references and notes, should 
be limited to 8,000 words, but we would consider longer 
articles of up to 10,000 words where the comparative focus 
of the submission moves beyond a single country case. 
Articles should be made anonymous, with all self-identifying 
mentions removed (including in the file name) to enable the 
blind-reviewing process. Articles should be accompanied by 
an abstract of around 150 words and between four and six 
keywords. We also give authors the opportunity to submit 
datasets along with their work should they wish. Datasets 
will not be subject to peer review and will be hosted on the 
publisher’s platform alongside the article. 

All articles must be submitted in accordance with the 
journal’s style guide (available from journals.cambridge.
org/gov). The journal cannot consider any article that is also 
under consideration by another journal. 

Articles should be submitted online at http://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/gov-opp. Full instructions and 
support are available on the site and a user ID and password 
can be obtained on the first visit. If you require assistance 
then click the ‘Get Help Now’ link which appears at the top 
of every ScholarOne Manuscripts page. If you cannot submit 
online, please contact the editorial assistant,  
Jessica Cuthbert-Smith, at Jessica@gvt-and-opp.com
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