
When the People Rule

In recent decades, popular sovereignty has come under increasing pres-
sure. The rise of populism, often illiberal or authoritarian, has under-
mined minority rights, individual autonomy, and rule of law. The 
expansion of international institutions and greater reliance on market 
and non-governmental organizations have gradually insulated large 
areas of policymaking from public control. In turn, these developments 
cast doubt on the viability and desirability of liberal democracy itself. 
When the People Rule argues that comprehending and responding to the 
political crises of our time requires a radical refocusing on popular sov-
ereignty. Each chapter offers a fresh perspective and opens new avenues 
of inquiry into popular sovereignty, advancing debate over the very heart 
of this principle – what it means for the people to rule. Thorough and 
timely, this volume is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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With liberal democracies afflicted by doubt and disquiet, this series probes 
sources of current apprehensions and explores how such regimes might thrive. 
What array of pressures most stresses democratic ideas and institutions? Which 
responses might strengthen these regimes and help them flourish?

Embedded in the Social Science Research Council’s program on “Anxieties 
of Democracy,” the series focuses on how representative institutions – including 
elections, legislatures, political parties, the press and mass media, interest 
groups, social movements, and policy organizations – orient participation, 
learning, and accountability.

The volumes in the series further ask how particular policy challenges shape 
the character of democratic institutions and collective actors, and affect their 
capacity to address large problems in the public interest. These challenges 
include, but are not limited to: (1) designing democratic institutions to perform 
successfully under conditions of social and political polarization; (2) managing 
and orienting contemporary capitalism and alleviating hierarchies of inequal-
ity; (3) addressing questions of membership, including population movements 
and differentiated citizenship; (4) choosing policies to balance national security 
and civil liberty; (5) exploring the effects of global climate on citizens and the 
human impact on the environment; (6) managing the development of media 
and information technologies to ensure they enhance, rather than degrade, 
robust pluralism and civil political engagement.
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   The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) is an independent, international, 
nonprofi t organization driven by its mission to mobilize social science for the 
public good. Founded in 1923, the SSRC fosters innovative research, nurtures 
new generations of social scientists, deepens how inquiry is practiced within 
and across disciplines, and amplifi es necessary knowledge on important public 
issues. 

 The SSRC is guided by the belief that justice, prosperity, and democracy 
all require better understanding of complex social, cultural, economic, and 
political processes. We work with practitioners, policymakers, and academic 
researchers in the social sciences, related professions, and the humanities and 
natural sciences. We build interdisciplinary and international networks, work-
ing with partners around the world to link research to practice and policy, 
strengthen individual and institutional capacities for learning, and enhance 
public access to information.     
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