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Aims and Scope: The International Journal of Technology 
Assessment in Health Care has as its specifi c scope of interest the 
generation, evaluation, diffusion, and use of health care technology. 
It addresses the diverse audience of health care providers within 
medicine, public health, nursing, and the allied health professions; 
decision makers in government, industry, and health care organi-
zations; and the scholarly disciplines such as ethics, economics, 
law, history, sociology, psychology, and engineering. The journal 
aims to fi ll the needs of those interested in the complexities of 
interaction between people and technology; technology as a force 
in social and organizational change; and technology as it is created, 
produced, applied, and paid for. It examines descriptively and 
analytically the effects of technology as perceived from the 
 vantage point of different academic disciplines and policy-making 
organizations and examines methods necessary to conduct studies 
and evaluations of technology.

The focus of the journal is the international health care com-
munity. The experience of different countries in their encounter 
with health care technology, viewed comparatively, is invaluable to 
understanding its effects. Further, it is important to establish ties 
with the scholars, governments, and private institutions concerned 
with health care technology so that the experiences and learning 
of the international community in its parts can benefi t the whole. 
The use of technology in health care has created some of the major 
dilemmas in society today. The journal serves as a forum for the 
wide range of professionals interested in the assessment of medi-
cal technology, its consequences for patients, and its impact on 
society.
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