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can offer a collection of complete books reproduced in facsimile, 
if this is all that is required (e.g. de Vries's Flowers of delight 
and Little Wide-awake). If a good text is required, there are plenty 
of more recent publications to choose from, giving up-to-date in­
formation and bibliography, and modern reproductions, often in 
colour, and all for little more than the price of this reprint. The 
publication of 1933 must always have a place in the history of the 
study of early children's books, but nothing like as an important 
a one as Gale Research Company would appear to allot it by pro­
ducing this reprint. 

Irene Whalley 
Senior Research Assistant, National Art Library. 
Victoria and Albert Museum 

Letters 
Costume study centres 

I should like to clarify a point raised by Penelope Byrde's article 
on the 'Costume and Fashion Research Centre at Bath' in your 
recent issue (vol.1 no.3, Autumn 1976). Miss Byrde states 'There 
would appear to be a valuable and useful place for local centres of 
information on this subject in various parts of the country, situated 
near important collections of costume such as Bath and Manchester'. 
Since she goes on to say that the Victoria and Albert Museum al­
ready fulfils this function for London, the implication is that 
Manchester does not. 

The Gallery of English Costume houses in one building its 
extensive collections of costume, whether on display or in store, 
and a library which provides similar facilities to the Bath centre. 
On any weekday, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., any 
student who has made an appointment may come and study here. 
Available for their use is a sizeable handling collection, including 
some eighteenth century items; substantial runs of thirty-six fashion 
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Over 10,000 
slides/diapositives 
con be made... 
... from over 300 VP filmstrips on Arts 
and Crafts. Each whole frame fiimstrip 
contains up to 40 2"X 2" frames and the 
cost per mounted slide is less than half 
that of purchasing individual slides of 
comparable high quality. We supply 
card or plastic with glass slide mounts 
as well as polythene storage wallets. 
You cut and mount the filmstrips to make 
your own annotated slide library. It's 
very economical. 

Over 120 filmstrips, some 4,000 slides, 
make up the History of Western Art 
series -illustrating painting, architecture 
and sculpture from prehistoric to modern 
times, and latest titles include: The 
Pre-Raphelites, L Art Nouveau, The 
Symbolists, Turner and Paul Klee. 

We also publish many series on applied 

Arts and Crafts with recent releases on 
graphics, tapestry and stained glass. 

Each fiimstrip is accompanied by an 
authoritative handbook on the subject, 
which gives background notes on each 
picture. There are also indexes and 
bibliographies. 

If you don't cut them up the sets of 
filmstrips, which are supplied in compact 
boxes with labelled spines, are just as 
easy to shelve as books. 

Each fiimstrip with handbook: £2.75 
-£2.95. Selected series are available 
with optional sound commentaries on 
cassettes, which last about 15 minutes. 
Each cassette: £2.00. Details in free 
colour catalogue from: 
Visual Publications 197 Kensington 
High St London W8 6BB England. 
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magazines from The Lady's Monthly Museum of 1798 to the present 
issue of 19, and including an almost complete run of Vogue from 
1918, as well as innumerable smaller runs; thirty-five boxes of 
trade catalogues; over 2,000 fashion plates; 6,000 photographs in 
boxes and twenty albums; about 200 paper patterns and 1,100 books 
and catalogues. There is also a small but growing file of literary 
references extracted from letters, journals, autobiographies, etc., 
and a number of pamphlets and articles of a specialised nature. 
The fact that all this is contained within one building enables the 
student to study secondary material in conjunction with the displays 
and the catalogue of the permanent collections. 

Christina Walkley 
Keeper, The Gallery of English Costume, 
City of Manchester Art Galleries, 
Piatt Hall, 
Rusholme, 
Manchester M14 5LL. 
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