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Anaerobic cultures showed that species of Bacteroides were the predominant 

bacteria present during both restricted and ad lib. feeding. These appeared in 
Gram-films as two pleomorphic forms—mainly coccal in the presence of ciliates 
and rod-like during ad lib. intake. 

Similar observations were made when two steers were changed from ad lib. to 
restricted intake and given an inoculum of rumen ciliates. 
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Preliminary communication on studies of the digestive processes in pigs 
with intestinal cannulas. By R. BRAUDE, H. L. BUTTLE, F. HORSZCZARUK* 

and A. W. MYRES, National Institute for Research in Dairying, Shinfield, 
Reading 

The use of intestinal cannulas has been found to facilitate the study of digestive 
processes in the living pig and to allow repeated observations on the same animal. 
One or two single cannulas, and one or two re-entrant cannulas were fitted into the 
small intestines of pigs weighing 60-100 kg. Preliminary observations were 
reported on the passage of the digesta, and particularly of nitrogen and polyethylene 
glycol (PEG) which was used as a marker. Movement of the digesta during the 
interval between two feeds showed two marked peaks, but very considerable varia
tion between replicates from the same animal was observed. PEG was found un
satisfactory for tracing the passage of nitrogen, as it appears to leave the stomach 
faster than the solid material. 

The influence of meat meal and other high-protein feeding-stuffs on the 
survival of chicks inoculated with Salmonella gallinarum. By R. HILL , 
Royal Veterinary College, University of London 

The influence of level of dietary protein on infectious disease has been studied 
by a number of workers, often with conflicting results. Hill, Colburn & Schneider 
(1962) showed that certain substances other than protein, present in the diet, 
could modify the protein effect, and recently it became evident that the source of 
protein also influenced the result (Hill & Smith, 1969). 

In the experiments described here the total protein contents of the diets were 
similar, about 20%, and near to the level recommended for chicks (National Research 
Council, 1966). For each diet one high-protein feeding-stuff was mixed with wheat-
meal and an appropriate supplement of minerals, vitamins and amino acids to permit 
reasonably good growth in control chicks. From day-old to 12 days all chicks were 
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