
Directions for Contributors to WEED SCIENCE
Manuscripts about weeds or related topics will be considered

for publication in WEED SCIENCE when at least one author
is an active member of WSSA. Each manuscript should contain
original material that constitutes a logical unit of related
subject matter; progress reports are not acceptable. Each ac·
ceptance is made with the understanding that the manuscript
has not been and will not be submitted in total or part for
publication elsewhere without prior approval of the Editor
of this Journal. However, prior publication in abstract form
is permitted.

The Council of Biology Editors prepared and published
the "Style Manual for Biological Journals". In most respects,
WEED SCIENCE follows the recommendations in the latest
edition of that Manual, including abbreviations, except when
in conflict with these directions or the latest report of the
WSSA Terminology Committee.

Manuscripts. Reference to a recent issue of WEED SCIENCE
as a guide in preparing the manuscript is suggested. Each
manuscript should be submitted to the Editor in duplicate
on 21.6 by 27.9-cm bond paper with lines numbered on each
page. If paper with numbered lines is not available, number
the lines consecutively from the top of the page and type
the number of each line adjacent to it in the left margin.
Two copies of all figures also are required. DOUBLE SPACE
every'thing-title, abstract, text, footnotes, literature citations,
captions, and tables. Capitalize the first letter of the first
word and of major words in the title and section headings;
however, sub-section headings should be in lower case letters
entirely except the first letter of the first word and proper
nouns. Begin sub-section headings at the left margin-<lo not
indent. Number all pages consecutively. An additional copy
of the manuscript should be retained by the author to insure
against loss.

Use a title as short as practical, preferably one with a
maximum of 50 characters. The author's name(s) should follow
the title; the abstract should begin immediately thereafter on
the same page before the beginning of the text. The text
should be divided into sections, usually with such headings
as Introduction, Methods and l\faterials, Results, and Dis­
cussion; Results and Discussion often may be combined into
a single section. Do not include a summary or list of con·
clusions. The sequence of items in the assembled manuscript
should be: Title and authors (no separate title page); Abstract;
Text; Literature Cited (begin new page); Tables; Captions for
figures; and Figures.

Do not underscore anything except Latin names of plants
and animals, and subheadings within sections. Measure­
ments, such as time, weight, and degrees, should be in arabic
numerals regardless of the number of digits in each number,
except as the first word of a sentence. When not one of
measurement, figures below 10 should be spelled out except
when one figure in a series has two or more digits, in which
instance all should be in arabic numerals. The exclusive use
of metric units of measurement is required.

The first mention of a herbicide should include the full
chemical name followed immediately by the common name
or designation in parentheses; only the common name or
designation should be used thereafter. Only common names
or designations as shown on the outside back cover of the
current issue of WEED SCIENCE should be used. Trade
names should be excluded.

The complete Latin name of all organisms should be under­
lined and shown in parentheses immediately following the
common name when first mentioned. Such designations of
crop plants should include the cultivated variety (cultivar)
after the Latin name; e.g., corn (Zea mays L. 'Dixie 18'). There·
after, only the common name should be used; indicate the
cultivar name in single quotes as required for cultivar identifi­
cation. Nomenclature of weeds should agree with that pre­
sented by the WSSA Terminology Committee in WEEDS
14:347-386, 1966; standard taxonomic authorities should be
used as a guide in selection of terminology for other plants and

all animals. Do not repeat the chemical name for herbicides
or the Latin name for plants and animals in the text if they
have been given in the abstract. Use common name or designa­
tion for herbicides and the common name for weeds or well
known crops in the title of the manuscript.

Footnotes. Use footnotes sparingly. The title should refer to
footnote I which should be or begin with "Received for
publication ." The place where the study was con­
ducted and the title and address of the author(s) should be
given, including zip code, as footnotes at the bottom of the
first page. These and subsequent footnotes to the text should
be numbered consecutively throughout the manuscript with
superscript arabic numerals.

Acknowledgments. Acknowledgments should be given in a
text section at the end of the text and before the Literature
Cited section rather than in footnotes.

Figures. Experimental data may be presented in graphic or
tabular form, but the same data will not be published in
both forms. Figures will be published only when they convey
an essential concept that can not be done adequately by words
or numbers. Place the author's name(s) and figure number
on the back of each figure and then enclose all figures in
an envelope also bearing the author's name(s). Never fasten
figures to paper by paper clips or staples. Photographs should
be clear, black and white, glossy prints trimmed of unessential
portions. All legends for figures should be typed on one sheet
separate from the figures, and double spaced. Figures should
be numbered consecutively in arabic numerals in the sequence
of first reference in the text. Figures will be published at
the maximum width of one journal column (8.5 em), unless
authorized otherwise by the Editor; figure preparation should
allow for such reduction in size without loss of clarity or
legibility.

Tables. Type each table double-spaced on a separate sheet.
Inside long tables, the lines may be single spaced but not the
captions. Tables should be numbered in arabic numerals in
the sequence of first reference in the text. However, first
reference to tables included primarily to present results should
be in the Results section. The caption, column headings,
and side headings of each table should be in lower case
letters with only the first word and proper nouns capitalized.
Avoid reporting non-significant decimal places. Data reporting
average values should be analyzed statistically and the results
of the analysis included in the table. The unit of measurement
in a column of figures should be abbreviated and placed in
parentheses at the top of the column under the solid hori­
zontal line. When this value is other than unity, place the
modifier ahead of the unit; i.e., (IO-'M). Footnotes to tables
should be designated with superscript lower case letters.

Literature Cited. Citations are numbered alphabetically by
senior author, and the number of the reference is used in the
text. Each citation should include names of all authors, year
of publication, complete title, publication, volume number,
and inclusive pages, in that sequence. When two or more
authors are listed, initials should follow the last name for
the first, but the initials should precede the last name of the
second and additional authors (See detailed directions in the
Style Manual). Theses, letters, or other communication or
publication not normally available in libraries should appear
as text footnotes and not in the Literature Cited section.

A bstract. An abstract must follow the title and name(s) of the
author(s) on page I of each manuscript. It should be a non·
critical, informative digest of the significant content and
conclusions of the paper, not a mere description of or reference
to contents of the text. It should be intelligible without refer­
ence to the original text. It should be brief (length preferably
less than 3% of the total manuscript), written in whole sen·
tences rather than telegraphic phrases. The abstract should
omit titular information, tables, graphs, detailed descriptions
of experiments, and long lists of parnes.
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