
576 INFECTION CONTROL AND HOSPITAL EPIDEMIOLOGY October 1995

1989;110:653-656.
7. McCormick RD, Maki DG. Epidemiology of needle-stick

injuries in hospital personnel. Am J Med 1981;70:928-932.
8. Neuberger JS, Harris JA, Kundlin WD, Bischone A, Chin TDY.

Incidence of needlestick injuries in hospital personnel: implica-
tions for prevention. Am J Infect Control 1984;12:171-176.

9. Jagger J, Hunt EH, Brand-Elnaggar J, Pearson RD. Rates of
needle-stick injury caused by various devices in a university
hospital. N Engl J Med 1988;319:284-288.

10. Centers for Disease Control. Guidelines for Prevention of
Transmission of Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Hepatitis
B Virus to Health-Care and Public-Safety Workers—A Response
to PL 100-607. The Health Omnibus Programs Extension Act;
1988. Department of Health and Human Services, February
1989. DHHS (NIOSH) publication no. 89-109.

11. Occupational Safety and Health Administration. Occupational
exposure to bloodborne pathogens; final rule (29 CFR
1910.1030). Federal Register. December 6, 1991;56(235):64175-
64182. 

12. Ribner BS, Landry MN, Gholson GL, Linden LA. Impact of a
rigid, puncture resistant container system upon needlestick
injuries. Infect Control 1987;8:63-66.

13. Krasinski K, LaCouture R, Holzman RS. Effect of changing nee-
dle disposal systems on needle puncture injuries. Infect Control
1987;8:59-62.

14. Linnemann CC Jr, Cannon C, DeRonde M, Lanphear B. Effect
of educational programs, rigid sharps containers, and universal
precautions on reported needlestick injuries in healthcare
workers. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 1991;12:214-219.

15. Loving TJ. Infectious waste: doing your best for the environ-
ment, your employees, and your bottom line. J Healthcare Mat
Manage 1992;10:30-41.

16. Osterman CA. Relation of new disposal unit to risk of needle
puncture injuries. Hosp Topics 1975;53:12-13.

17. Department of Transportation. DOT Hazardous Materials
Guide (49 CFR 178.210).

18. Fibre Box Association. Fibre Box Handbook. 20th ed. Rolling
Meadows, IL: Fibre Box Association; 1992;126.

19. Rosner B. Fundamentals of Statistics, 3rd ed. Belmont, CA:
Duxbury Press; 1990.

20. British Standards Institution. BS 7320:1990: specifications for
sharps containers. London, England: BSI; 1990.

21. American Society for Testing and Materials. Performance stan-
dard specifications for puncture resistance of containers for dis-
carded medical needles and other sharps. ASTM Task Force
F04.65.01 (in preparation).

22. Emergency Care Research Institute (ECRI). Sharps disposal
containers. Health Devices 1993;22:359-412.

by Gina Pugliese, RN, MS
Medical News Editor

The CDC’s Hospital Infection
Control Practices Advisory
Committee (HICPAC) put the finish-
ing touches on the “Guideline for
Isolation Precautions in Hospitals”
based on public and practitioner com-
ments. The final guideline is expect-
ed to be published before the end of
this year. This guideline was coordi-
nated by CDC’s Julia Garner with
assistance from HICPAC member
Rita McCormick.

The next guideline scheduled
for publication in the Federal Register
for public comment this fall is the
“Guideline for Prevention of
Nosocomial Intravascular Device-
Related Infections.” This guideline is
being coordinated by CDC’s Dr.
Michele Pearson, and the HICPAC
advisor is Dr. Glen Mayhall.

The “Guideline for Infection
Control in Hospital Personnel” is
being coordinated by Dr. Ofelia
Tablan of the CDC and Dr. Susan
Forlenza of HICPAC. This guideline
will address issues related to prevent-
ing occupational transmission of dis-

ease to healthcare workers and will
be reviewed at the next HICPAC
meeting, scheduled for November
1995 in Altanta.

The committee also is consider-
ing the development of a guideline
for postexposure follow-up of health-
care workers with occupational expo-
sure to hepatitis C virus.
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