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  Abstract
  Muslims have venerated Jerusalem since the seventh century. Their direct control of the city began in 638 and lasted, except for a few interruptions, until 1917. When we examine the evolution of an official Muslim attitude towards Jerusalem, it becomes clear that they perceived their role not as owners of the city but rather as custodians. This attitude was informed by the realization that Jerusalem was sacred to Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike, and that all three religious communities share many of the same sacred sites. As such, statesmanship and law obliged Muslim rulers to protect and defend Christian and Jewish sacred spaces, even against occasional Muslim mob behavior that called for the destruction, confiscation, or exclusive use of those places. The Trump administration's decision in 2017 to enact the 1995 decision of the U.S. Congress to move the American embassy to Jerusalem stands as a violation of this historical framework and of the rule of law and sanctions the eradication of Palestinian identity and historical memory.
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 Footnotes
 
 1Suleiman A. Mourad is a Professor of Religion at Smith College and Associate Fellow at Nantes Institute for Advanced Study. He teaches courses on Islamic history, law and religion, and comparative themes in monotheistic religions (Jerusalem, Holy Land, Crusades). As a historian of Islam, he explores how Muslims have perceived their own past and religious tradition, spanning early Islam and its conceptual and ideological formation within the world of Late Antiquity, through the problematic Crusader period, and until today. His most recent book, The Mosaic of Islam: A Conversation with Perry Anderson (Verso, 2016), “reveals both the richness and the fissures of the faith.” Mourad is also a co-editor of the book-series The Muslim World in the Age of the Crusades (published by Brill). He is currently finalizing his forthcoming work, Islam between Violence and Nonviolence, which seeks to show that the foundational sources of Islam (the Qurʾan, the Sunna of Muhammad, the teachings of imams and mystical saints, and the various legal traditions and schools of Shariʿa) do not have an unequivocal voice on choosing violence or nonviolence. Rather, they offer conflicting positions, which reflect an unresolvable struggle. Since Islam is also defined by what Muslims say and do, Mourad also delves into the attitudes among Muslims, historically and today, towards the issues of violence and nonviolence.
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