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Introduction: Studies regarding environmental contributions on
callous-unemotional (CU) traits in children have informed about
the protective role of positive parenting. However, it has not been
explored whether findings from these studies -mostly conducted in
High-Income Countries- can be generalised to Low-Middle-
Income Countries (LMICs). Exposure to community violence is
common in LMICs and is associated with emotional and behav-
ioural problems in children. Therefore, it may represent an envir-
onmental risk factor for CU traits.

Objectives: This prospective study explores whether positive par-
enting has a protective role in relation to CU traits in young
Colombian children whose families have been exposed to commu-
nity violence.

Methods: We assessed 235 families with children at age 3.5 years,
from three contrasting regions of Colombia, using observations of
mother-child interactions and maternal reports of community
violence at ages 3.5 and 5.0 years.

Results: Hierarchical multiple linear regression models indicated
that maternal positivity at 3.5 years was associated with lower CU
traits at age 5.0 years only in children of families exposed to
community violence (interaction term p= .001). In the exposed
group maternal positivity explained 10% of the variance (B= -.34,
p=.001) with low positivity associated with elevated CU traits and
high positivity with low CU traits. Maternal praise was not associ-
ated with CU traits. However, maternal negativity during play was
associated with elevated CU traits as a main effect.

Conclusions: Based on these findings, whether or not exposure to
community violence is associated with elevated CU traits depends
on maternal positivity, with low positivity creating vulnerability,
and high positivity, resilience.
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Introduction: In our previous study, we have developed the Child
Psychosis-risk Screening System (CPSS), which incorporates psy-
chological and behavioral characteristics of childhood into an
algorithm, based on a retrospective survey.

Objectives: In this study, we actually tried to evaluate the risk of
psychosis in pediatric and psychiatric outpatients using the CPSS.
Methods: We conducted an epidemiological study of 323 out-
patients aged 6-18 years visiting pediatric and psychiatric depart-
ments using CBCL and clinical data (sex, age, winter birth, chief
complaint, diagnosis, abuse, bullying, hikikomori). ROC analysis
was used to assess the accuracy of CPSS predictions. Cross-
sectional logistic regression analysis was performed on the clinical
data to identify factors associated with risk groups exceeding the
cutoff value.

Results: The results of the ROC analysis showed that the AUC
(Area under the ROC Curve) was 80.3%, indicating that the CPSS
has Moderate accuracy. The cutoff value was 98.11% (sensitivity:
0.857, specificity: 0.835), and 18% of the subjects were identified as
risk groups above this value. Cross-sectional logistic regression
analysis showed that schizophrenia diagnosis, no abuse, winter
birth, and hikikomori were associated with the risk group, with
respective odds ratios of 22.88, 10.76, 1.91, and 1.37.
Conclusions: The results of this study suggest that the CPSS can be
applied to pediatric practice for early detection of risk for psychosis.
The risk group is also present among pediatric patients with phys-
ical chief complaints. The factors suggested to be associated with
risk groups may reflect the factors acting on the critical period of
psychosis onset and the dynamic state.
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