
EDITORIAL

Powder Diffraction Journal is now Open Access – Hybrid

As the publishing world continues to evolve, the
International Centre for Diffraction Data (ICDD®) is taking
steps, along with our publisher, Cambridge University Press,
to adapt Powder Diffraction Journal (PDJ) to the needs of
both its authors and readers. The proprietor (ICDD®) and pub-
lisher are also working diligently to meet the needs of Plan S
requirements (cOAlition S, 2018), an initiative that requires
research funded by public grants to be published in compliant
Open Access journals or platforms.

To that end, PDJ is now Open Access – Hybrid. This
means both “Green” and “Gold” Open Access options are
available to the author. “Green” access allows the author to
post final approved manuscripts as a preprint on approved
platforms without additional cost. Costs for the final published
version of record are still covered by a subscription fee.
“Gold” access manuscripts published under the Creative
Commons License (Creative Commons, 2002) allows the
author to post the final published manuscript without restric-
tion. This option requires article processing charge(s). For
the reader, “Green” access allows early view of content on
approved platforms but restricts reuse and distribution.
“Gold” access allows readers both reuse and distribution priv-
ileges, depending on the Creative Commons License used. See
Instructions for Contributors (Cambridge University Press,
2019a) for more information. The new License to Publish
Agreement (Cambridge University Press, 2019b) is also
now available on both the ICDD and Cambridge Core
websites.

Agreements with both the University of California
(University of California, 2019) and Germany’s Max Planck
Society (Library Technology Guides, 2019) highlight
Cambridge University Press’ commitment to and leadership
of open research and access. Open research includes both

making publications freely available online (open access)
and underlying research data (open data). The PDJ staff at
ICDD look forward to working with the publisher to continue
to transition how it publishes, as well as meet the content
needs of its audience.

Should you have any questions or comments, please do
not hesitate to contact me. We look forward to publishing con-
tent to meet the educational needs of the X-ray Diffraction
community.

Nicole Ernst Boris
Managing Editor, Powder Diffraction

E-mail: boris@icdd.com
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