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"% The past never remains in the past, Robert Gildea skilfully
reminds us as he recounts the brutal histories of both British
and French colonial and neo-colonial ventures. This is a book
that insists on the connections between what happens/ed

‘out there’ and what happens/ed 'in here’ and helps us to think
through that complex and dangerous entanglement, which
continues to inform our contemporary politics today.**
CATHERINE HALL, author of Civilising Subjects: Metrapole and
Colony in the English Imagination 18301867
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“The empires of the future would be the empires of the mind” 366 pp. | 20 biw illus.
declared Churchill in 1943, envisaging universal empires living
in peaceful harmony. Robert Gildea exposes instead the brutal
realities of decolonisation and neo-colonialism which have
shaped the postwar world. Even after the rush of French and British decolonisation in the
1960s, the strings of economic and military power too often remained in the hands of the
former colonial powers. The more empire appears to have declined and fallen, the more a
fantasy of empire has been conjured up as a model for projecting power onto the world
stage and legitimised colonialist intervention in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. This aggression,
along with the imposition of colonial hierarchies in metropolitan society, has excluded,
alienated and even radicalised immigrant populations. Meanwhile, nostalgia for empire has
bedevilled relations with Europe and played a large part in explaining Brexit.
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If you want to submit an article for our
editors to look at, please send it to:
Itinerario@hum.leidenuniv.nl

Authors submitting work to Itinerario
are advised to follow the submission
guidelines as closely as possible to
minimise editorial changes to their

work and thus minimise the chance of
introducing errors inadvertently into your
writing. The guidelines are based on

and are similar to the recommendations
found in the internationally known and
respected Chicago Manual of Style, 15th
edition, and readers are encouraged to
refer to that work should they require
clarification. Likewise, they can always
address any particular questions to the
editors at Itinerario@hum.leidenuniv.nl.

Submission guidelines can be found at
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/
itinerario/information/instructions-
contributors
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