VOLUME 34 | NUMBER 2 | JUNE 2021

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269889722000205 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269889722000205

EDITORS

Moritz Epple, Historisches Seminar, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitit, Frankfurt am Main

Jiirgen Renn, Max-Planck-Institut fiir Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Berlin

Yosef Schwartz, The Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas, Tel Aviv University

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Michael Elazar, The Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas,
Tel Aviv University

EDITORIAL BOARD

Mohammed Abattouy, Fez University, Morocco

Jed Z Buchwald, California Institute of Technology

Leo Corry, Tel Aviv University

Lorraine Daston, Max-Planck-Institut fiir Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Berlin
Sven Dupré, Max-Planck-Institut fiir Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Berlin
Rivka Feldhay, Tel Aviv University

Gideon Freudenthal, Tel Aviv University

Peter L Galison, Harvard University

Paolo Galluzzi, University of Florence, Italy

Asaf Goldschmidt, Tel Aviv University

Orna Harari, Tel Aviv University

Alexandre Métraux, Archives Henri Poincaré, Université de Lorraine, Nancy
Irina Podgorny, Universidad de La Plata, Argentina

Baichun Zhang, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing

MANAGING EDITOR
Thom Rofé, The Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas,
Tel Aviv University

Science in Context is an international journal edited at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of
Science and Ideas, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel. It is devoted to the study of the sciences in their
historical and epistemological contexts. The journal invites contributions that show an awareness of the
complex relationship between scientific, social, and cultural developments. Contributions are aimed at a
wide readership and thus should combine scholarly analysis with a clear presentation of issues that have
broad relevance for the history and epistemology of the sciences. Analyses based on the methods and means
applied in related fields are also welcome.

Science in Context has been published since 1987 by Cambridge University Press. Yehuda Elkana, Robert
S Cohen, Gideon Freudenthal, and Simon Schaffer were its founding editors, with Gideon Freudenthal
acting as the first executive editor. The journal acknowledges the support of Bertram J and Barbara Cohn
of the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas, and the support of the Van Leer
Jerusalem Institute.

© Cambridge University Press 2022

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269889722000205 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269889722000205

SCIENCE IN CONTEXT

VOLUME 34 NUMBER 2 JUNE 2021

The Death of Scientific Objects
Guest Editor: Jaume Navarro
Jaume Navarro: How scientific objects end 189
Theodore Arabatzis: Do scientific objects have a life (which may end)? 195

Jaume Navarro: Killed by its own obituaries: Explaining the demise of the
ether 209

Hasok Chang: Dead or “undead”? The curious and untidy history of
Volta’s concept of “contact potential” 227

Daniel Belteki: At the ends of the line: How the Airy Transit Circle was
gradually overshadowed by the Greenwich Prime Meridian 249

Alexandra Ion: Anatomy collections as “modern ruins”: The nostalgia
of lonely specimens 265

Corinna Guerra: A terrifying poison or a cheap fertilizer? The life and
death of Mount Vesuvius ash 281

Mat Paskins: Dyeing off: On the deaths of dyestuffs as scientific objects 297

Cover illustration: The attic of the old building of the Francisc I. Rainer Institute of
Anthropology. Photographer: Alexandra Ion.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269889722000205 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269889722000205

