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EDITORIAL

Klutian Glacier Issue

This special issue of Quaternary Re-
search is focused on a single small geo-
graphic area, but the included papers span
several related Quaternary disciplines in-
cluding glaciology, geomorphology, plant
ecology, and limnology. The theme of the
issue is one that should be of considerable
interest to Quaternary scholars concerned
with studying ancient terrestrial environ-
ments, for it involves the important ques-
tion of what we can learn from studies of
modern processes and environments in
order to reconstruct with greater confi-
dence the environmental conditions of the
Pleistocene. The investigations of Klutlan
Glacier and its surroundings were stimu-
lated by an interest in understanding the
history of landscape evolution and inter-
preting the late-Pleistocene stratigraphic
record in Minnesota, a region where late-
glacial environments are believed to have
been broadly analogous to those now
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existing near the margins of large glaciers in
Yukon Territory. Herbert E. Wright of the
University of Minnesota conceived and di-
rected this project, and he acted as guest
editor for this special issue. In the lead
paper, which summarizes the major results
of the investigations, Professor Wright con-
cludes that the studies of ice wastage, re-
vegetation, and lake formation on the ice-
cored moraines of Klutlan Glacier provide a
satisfactory analog for late-glacial events in
Minnesota and in comparable areas. The
editors of Quaternary Research believe that
this issue provides an excellent example of
a well-conceived investigation of the type
that can generate information central to the
solution of many Quaternary paleoen-
vironmental problems.

STEPHEN C. PORTER
Editor

0033-5894/80/040001-01$02.00/0
Copyright © 1980 by the University of Washington.
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved.


https://doi.org/10.1016/0033-5894(80)90002-2

