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Cover picture
Weekend Cruiser (2005). George
Widener (b. 1962). Pen & ink on
found paper napkins 97cm6144cm.
Photo: Arnaud Conne. Collection de
l’Art Brut, Lausanne, Switzerland.

George Widener is an American
outsider artist who accepts his
diagnosis of Asperger syndrome. He
is now the most prodigious calendar calculating savant alive since the
death of Kim Peek (who inspired the ‘Rain Man’). He writes:

‘To count in a dream: listen to the rythem [sic] inside, see every ‘‘1’’ as a
Sunday, every ‘‘2’’ as a Monday, ‘‘3’’ equals Tuesday, ‘‘4’’ equals
Wednesday, ‘‘5’’ equals Thursday, ‘‘6’’ equals Friday, ‘‘7’’ equals
Saturday; then the months will come to you as you go through a
century; to get to the new dream, you must start over, you must RESET
the days. . . .’

Weekend Cruiser is on permanent display at the Collection de l’Art Brut,
Lausanne, Switzerland. George Widener is represented in the UK by
Henry Boxer. For more information visit http://www.outsiderart.co.uk/
widener.html

Submitted by Dr Joanna Bredski

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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