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Edited by M. J. DUNBAR

If the control and conservation of the food resources of the oceans
of the world are to be improved, it is particularly important to increase
our understanding of the basic mechanisms which control the abun-
dance, distribution and production of marine organisms. The Marine
Productivity Section of IBP filled an important role in concentrating
international effort on specific problems of production, ecosystem
structure and function, aquaculture, and the effects of mankind upon
the marine environment. This volume presents a collection of papers
which review many of the investigations carried out. The contents of
the book cover two types of investigation; basic productivity studies
and studies on ecosystem structure and trophic relations. The book
will be a valuable source of reference for those involved in marine
research in all countries with exploitable marine resources.

£25.00 net
International Biological Programme 20

Biogeography and Adaptation
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Geerat Vermeij elucidates the general principles that underlie the
diversity of marine forms. The inhabitants of littoral regions serve
as the basis for his analysis of gradients in adaptive strategy. His
observations suggest a possible modification of r-selection and
K-selection categories. He also discusses some of the world's
most interesting marine communities and the consequences of
human intervention. £17.50
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Biochemical and
Biophysical Perspectives
in Marine Biology
Volume 4
edited by D. C. Malinsand J. R. Sargent
January 1979, xii + 240pp., £17.00 0.12.466604.3
From reviews of previous volumes:
'This is an excellent volume of great interest to all fish physiologists and pathoiogists and
it is thoroughly recommended.' R. J. Roberts in Journal of Fish Biology.
'If succeeding volumes are of comparable quality, the series should be of value to those
scientists concerned with biochemical and biophysical adaptations of marine organisms.'
F. John Vernberg in The Quarterly Review of Biology.
This series forms a medium through which the reader may view the treatment of current
problems of marine biology as dealt with by leading authorities in the field.
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Announcing a major new journal

Marine (MM
Biology Letters
Editors-in-Chief: D.J. CRISP, N.E.R.C. Marine Invertebrate Biology Unit, University
College of North Wales, Bangor, LL57 2DG, Wales, U.K. and R.K. KOEHN, Department
of Ecology and Evolution, Division of Biological Sciences, State University of
New York, at Stonybrook, 11794, U.S.A.

Aims and Scope
The journal will provide a medium for the rapid publication of essentially short,
definitive articles on marine organisms, which are broadly concerned with
biophysical, biochemical and physiological processes as they affect the individual or
the population.
Specific areas to be included are:-sensory and motor neural mechanisms;
respiratory physiology and energy metabolism; aspects of nutrition and reproduction;
homeostatic mechanisms and hormonal control; experimental embryology and
cytology; biochemical and population genetics. Articles on multidisciplinary studies
will also be considered and occasional reviews will be published following invitation
by the Editors-in-Chief.

Editorial Policy
Marine Biology Letters will not be an appropriate medium for purely descriptive
papers such as works on descriptive morphology, descriptive ecology or natural
product chemistry. However, where the main purpose is to analyse or explain
function, descriptive matter would not be excluded if it formed an integral part of the
contribution. It is envisaged that the average paper will be in the region of 6-8
printed pages in length, but papers will not be rejected on account of brevity.

With the first issue scheduled for publication in July 1979, MARINE BIOLOGY
LETTERS will become a vital forum for the rapid and constructive exchange of
ideas and developments, providing researchers with a unique opportunity to keep
abreast of advances in the area.

1979 Volume I in 6 issues.
Subscription Price: US$75.5O/Df 1.155.00 including postage.

ELSEVIER NORTH HOLLAND BOMEDICAL PRESS
For free specimen copies please write to:-
In the U.S.A. and Canada: In the rest of the world:
JOURNAL INFORMATION CENTER ELSEVIER/NORTH-HOLLAND
Elsevier's Science Division BIOMEDICAL PRESS
52 Vanderbilt Ave., P.O. Box 211,1000 AE, Amsterdam,
New York, NY., 10017 The Netherlands
Please send your orders to the Amsterdam address
The Dutch guilder price is definitive USS prices are subject to exchange rate fluctuations 5439 BMP
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I THE MARINE BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

THE ASSOCIATION was founded in 1884 to promote accurate researches leading to the
; advancement of zoological and botanical science and to an increase in our knowledge of the
I food, life, conditions and habits of British fishes. The work of the Association is controlled
I by a Council elected annually by its subscribing members.
I Professor T. H. Huxley took the chair at the initial meeting held in the rooms of the
I Royal Society and was elected the first President. Among those present were Sir John
! Lubbock (afterwards Lord Avebury), Sir Joseph Hooker, Professor H. N. Moseley,
t Mr G. J. Romanes, and Sir E. Ray Lankester who, after Professor Huxley, was for many
:; years president of the Association. It was decided to build a laboratory at Plymouth, where
• a rich and varied fauna is found.
• The Plymouth Laboratory was opened in June 1888, and, since that date, considerable
: additions have been made to the buildings, including a library, lecture-hall, and extensive
; laboratory accommodation with up-to-date equipment. Additional sea-water reservoirs
; have also been built, and an aquarium, modernized in 1959, opened to the public.

Since its foundation the Association has been supported by subscriptions and donations
: from private members, universities, learned societies, the Fishmongers' Company and

•j other public bodies. For some time past, however, the main financial support for the work
of the Plymouth Laboratory has come from Government funds, and since 1965 the Labora-
tory has been grant-aided through the Natural Environment Research Council.

The Marine Biological Association, under the direction of its Council, undertakes
research in all branches of marine science and the main results are published in this journal.
Accounts of the laboratory and aquarium are to be found in Vol. 27 (p. 761), Vol. 39

. (p. 391) and Vol. 43 (p. 281), and summaries of the activities and research of the Associa-
tion are given annually in the Report of the Council in the November issue of the Journal.

I The laboratory is open throughout the year and its work is carried out by a fully qualified
I research staff under the supervision of the Director. The names of the members of the
; staff will be found on the inner page of the front cover. Accommodation is available for
: British and foreign scientific workers who wish to carry out independent research in all
I branches of marine science. Arrangements are made for courses for advanced students, and
I marine animals and plants are supplied to educational institutions.
I Work at sea is undertaken by three research vessels and by a motor boat, and these also
I collect the specimens required in the laboratory.
it

I
I TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP
! £

jj Annual Members, receiving the Journal . . per annum 10.00
: Annual Members, without the Journal . . per annum 2.00
I Founders 100.00
i G o v e r n o r s . . . . . . . . . . 500.00
:! Members of the Association have the following rights and privileges: they elect annually the
: Officers and Council; they are entitled to receive the Journal of the Association at a reduced rate;

they are admitted to view the laboratory at Plymouth; they have the first claim to rent a place in the
•i laboratory for research, with use of tanks, boats, etc; they have the privilege of occupying a table

for one week in each year free of charge; and they have access to the books in the library at Plymouth
during working hours.

The Commissioners of Inland Revenue have approved the Association for the purposes of Sec-
tion 16, Finance Act, 1958, and that the whole of the annual subscription paid by a member who
qualifies for relief under the section will be allowable as a deduction from his emoluments assessable
to income tax under Schedule E.

All correspondence should be addressed to the Director, The Laboratory, Citadel Hill, Plymouth,
PLi aPB.
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