Robert E. Martin

Robert E. Martin, professor
emeritus, died of cancer on January
31, 1993 at his home in St. Aug-
ustine, Florida. He was a leading
figure in the department of political
science at Howard University for
many years. He did his undergradu-
ate work at Howard, receiving the
bachelor’s degree, with a major in
political science, in 1936. He was
awarded the master’s degree at
Howard in 1938. His master’s thesis
was on Negro disfranchisement in
Virginia. It was considered so out-
standing that it was published by the
Social Sciences Division. He received
the Ph.D. degree from the University
of Chicago after writing a significant
dissertation on Negro-white par-
ticipation in the AAA Cotton and
Tobacco Referendum. He accom-
plished the field research involved in
this dissertation with the assistance
of a grant from the Social Science
Research Council. He interviewed
hundreds of black and white farmers
in North Carolina and South Caro-
lina. In addition to the award from
the Social Science Research Council,
he received grants from the Rosen-
wald Foundation and the Ford
Foundation.

Beginning with an appointment to
the faculty of North Carolina A&T
University, he had an extensive
teaching career. He joined the faculty
of Howard in 1947 and remained
there until formal retirement in 1977.
However, he continued to teach part
time at Howard until 1985. Along
the way, he taught part time at
Columbia University, New York Uni-
versity, Atlanta University, Southern
Illinois University, and the University
of San Francisco. His particular area
of study was American government
and politics, with emphasis upon
voting behavior.

During World War II, Dr. Martin
worked with the Office of War
Information. He served on the
District of Columbia Board of Elec-
tions for a number of years, and for
a time was its chairman. Over a
period of years he supervised a num-
ber of community elections in the
city. He directed a Peace Corps
training project for one year and
held the position of associate dean of
the College of Liberal Arts for two
years.
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He was a member of Phi Beta
Kappa and Pi Sigma Alpha. He was
a vice president of the American
Political Science Association and
president of the National Capitol
Area Political Science Association.
His membership in various commu-
nity organizations was extensive. He
was a frequent lecturer to foreign
visitors at the Washington Inter-
national Center.

Faculty and students who were
fortunate to work with him will
especially remember him as a gifted
teacher. He was a true believer in
high standards. He worked in the
tradition of two of his teachers and
pace setters in this department—
Ralph Bunche and Emmett Dorsey.
In Dr. Martin’s passing, the depart-
ment, the profession, and the com-
munity have suffered a grievous loss.

Vincent Browne
Howard University

Judith Shklar

Judith Nisse Shklar, the Johns
Cowles Professor of Government at
Harvard University, died of a heart
attack, in Boston, on September 17,
1992. She was born in Riga (Latvia)
on September 24, 1928. Her parents
were of German Jewish origin. As
World War II was abgut to begin,
and the fate of the Baltic states was
being settled by the Hitler-Stalin deal
of August 1939, the family moved to
Sweden. When Hitler, having occu-
pied Denmark and Norway, appeared
ready to move on Sweden, they left
Europe and traversed the Soviet
Union all the way to Vladivostok.
From there they sailed to Japan and
left for the United States shortly
before Pearl Harbor. They landed in
Seattle just after the Japanese attack,
and were briefly jailed as enemy
aliens. Released, they went to
Canada, where Dita Shklar’s father
bought a farm. She studied eco-
nomics at McGill University, where
she met her husband, a medical stu-
dent (now professor of oral pathol-
ogy at Harvard’s Medical School),
and where Professor Frederick
Watkins appreciated her gift for
political philosophy. He recom-
mended that she apply for graduate
study to the Department of Govern-
ment at Harvard. She was admitted
in 1950; she wrote her dissertation
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under Professor Carl J. Friedrich; it
became her first book, After Utopia
(Princeton University Press), a
sweeping study of the decline of
political theory at the end of the 19th
and into the 20th century. She was
appointed an instructor in 1956 and
was promoted to an assistant pro-
fessorship in 1960. She taught,
among other subjects, a course on
the history of modern legal theory,
which led to her second book, Legal-
ism (Harvard University Press).

Instead of giving her tenure, the
Department of Government, whose
members were fully aware of her
brilliance, settled for a permanent
“‘part-time”’ lectureship, which
turned out never to be part-time,
given her energy, her enthusiasm for
teaching, and her ability to be a
responsible and fully committed
scholar while raising her three chil-
dren, born in 1955, 1960 and 1965.
When Derek Bok became president
of Harvard in 1971, he transformed
her lectureship into a regular tenured
professorship.

Professor Shklar’s third and
fourth books were powerful and per-
suasive exegeses of the political
thought of Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(Men and Citizens, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1969) and of Hegel’s
Phenomenology of Mind (Freedom
and Independence, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1976). She continued to
teach the history of political thought,
with particular emphasis on the
Enlightenment. She also began, in
the 1970s, to teach and write on the
history of American political
thought, especially in the period pre-
ceding the Civil War. In the 1980s,
she co-taught with this writer a core
curriculum course on modern ideolo-
gies, and shortly before her death she
gave for the first time another core
course on political obligation.

In the 1980s, while continuing to
work on specific authors (Montes-
quieu, Oxford University Press,
1987), she developed her own ideas
about what the political and psycho-
logical underpinnings of liberalism
could be after the atrocities of the
twentieth century and the collapse of
illusions about progress and reason.
Her central idea was the “‘liberalism
of fear,” based on the avoidance of
what she abhorred above everything
else: cruelty. She was fascinated with
aspects of politics she deemed essen-
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tial yet neglected: vices rather than
virtues (Ordinary Vices, Harvard
University Press, 1984), injustice
rather than justice (The Faces of
Injustice, Yale University Press,
1990), the victims rather than the
rulers (her last project, a set of lec-
tures that were to be given at Oxford
in the fall of 1993, was on the rights
and obligations of exiles). Her Tan-
ner lectures of 1989, delivered at the
University of Utah, became her last
book and reflected her interest in
what makes American thought and
the American polity distinctive:
American Citizenship (Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 1991).

Professor Shklar was the kind of
teacher who leaves an indelible mark
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on many students, undergraduates as
well as graduates. She trained a large
number of political theorists, with a
mixture of personal warmth, sharp
candor, and exacting expectations.
Her standards of scholarship and
integrity were as high as her erudi-
tion was deep. She was interested not
only in the history of ideas, but in
the interplay of ideas and institu-
tions, in the relation between public
life and private character, in litera-
ture and the arts, and in modern sci-
ence. Her qualities were recognized
by the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation, which made
her a Fellow in 1984. She taught at
Cambridge and Oxford Universities,
as well as the Institut Raymond Aron
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in Paris. She received honorary
degrees from Brown University and
from the New School of Social Sci-
ence; she was president of the APSA
in 1989-90. The Charles Homer
Haskins lecture she delivered for the
American Council of Learned Socie-
ties in April 1989, ‘A Life of Learn-
ing,” her only autobiographical
essay, conveys beautifully the dedica-
tion to teaching and scholarship, the
piercing intelligence, the humor, the
humanity, as well as the personal
modesty, of an unforgettable human
being, a great mind and a peerless
educator.

Stanley Hoffmann
Harvard University
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