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The interaction of a hollow droplet impacting a solid surface occurs in several applications,
including controllable biomedicine and thermal spray coating. Understanding the physics
of the hollow droplet spreading is the key to maintaining the mass transfer process in
all relevant applications. In this work, a comprehensive experimental, numerical and
theoretical study is performed on water hollow droplets impacting a rigid surface to
better understand the flattening process of a hollow droplet. In the numerical part,
compressible Navier—Stokes equations are solved using the volume of fluid (VOF) method
in a two-dimensional (2-D)-axisymmetric model. The comparison of simulation results
with the experimental photographs shows that the numerical solution can correctly predict
the hollow droplet shape evolution. The results show that the spreading diameter and
height of the counter-jet formed after the hollow droplet impact grow with impact velocity.
Investigating the size and location of the entrapped bubble shows an optimum bubble size
that facilitates the hollow droplet flattening. It is also shown that the ripples on splats
produced by the hollow droplets with a larger bubble size are higher than those of small
bubbles. In the end, a theoretical model is developed to analyse the maximum spreading
diameter of the hollow droplet impact analytically. Its prediction is in good agreement with
the experimental and numerical results.

Key words: drops, multiphase flow

1. Introduction

Droplet impingement on a solid surface is a widely appearing phenomenon. A raindrop
falling on a leaf or the ground (Liu et al. 2015), ink-jet printing (Li et al. 2018) and
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Figure 1. Impingement of a hollow water droplet with a speed of surface U, = 3.6 m s~ on an aluminium

surface (Nasiri ef al. 2021).

thermal spray coating (McDonald ef al. 2006) are good examples of droplet impact in
nature and industry. In the past decades, the parameters affecting droplet impact outcome
have been extensively studied through experimental (Adera et al. 2013; Hao et al. 2015;
Josserand & Thoroddsen 2016; Weisensee et al. 2016; Quintero, Riboux & Gordillo
2019; Garcia-Geijo, Riboux & Gordillo 2020), analytical (Chandra & Avedisian 1991;
Pasandideh-Fard et al. 1996; Pegg, Purvis & Korobkin 2018; Gordillo, Riboux & Quintero
2019) and numerical modelling (Hicks & Purvis 2010; Li et al. 2017) investigations. The
main influencing parameters are droplet size, droplet velocity, droplet type and surface
wetting conditions. To address the droplet impact and spreading dynamics, dimensionless
numbers such as We = pUgDeq/a, Re = pUoDey/ i, Oh = w/\/p0 Dy, Bo = ,ongq/o
and Ca = pUp/o are employed known as the Weber, Reynolds, Ohnesorge, Bond and
capillary numbers, respectively. In these parameters, p, Dy, Uy, 0 and u represent density,
equivalent diameter, velocity, surface tension and viscosity of the droplet, respectively.

In addition to the impingement of regular droplets on a surface, there are special cases
that deal with hollow droplets containing void inside their volume (figure 1) or droplets
containing two different liquids (compound droplets) (Blanken et al. 2021). The interaction
of hollow droplets with a rigid wall occurs in the fields of controllable biomedicine (Wang
et al. 2012; Mountford, Thomas & Borden 2015; Rapoport 2016; Sheeran et al. 2016),
thermal spray coating (Solonenko, Gulyaev & Smirnov 2008; Solonenko et al. 2015),
cavitation (Moezzi-Rafie & Nasiri 2018) and lithotripsy. It should be mentioned that the
hollow droplet is different than the bubble entrapment after droplet impact on a liquid pool
(Tran et al. 2013) or a surface (Hicks & Purvis 2010; Zhao, De Jong & van der Meer 2019).

Although there are thousands of publications on dense droplet impingement, only a few
studies have focused on the impact of a hollow droplet on a surface. Solonenko et al.
studied the deposition of hollow sphere yttria-stabilised-zirconia (YSZ) during plasma
thermal spray coating (Solonenko et al. 2008). They noticed fundamental differences in
the behaviour of dense and hollow droplets during impact on a surface. It was shown that
zirconia splats produced by the collision of hollow sphere particles to the substrate have
a more stable character compared to splats formed by dense droplets. The reason behind
this is not fully understood yet. Blanken et al. have reviewed studies on compound droplets,
and have addressed the fundamental aspects of compound drop impact and discussed the
current challenges related to experimental testing and numerical simulation of multiphase
fluid systems (Blanken et al. 2021).

Gulyaev et al. investigated the impingement of hollow glycerin droplets. They observed
the formation of a liquid counter-jet due to the hollow droplet impact on a surface for
the first time (Gulyaev & Solonenko 2013). They also developed an integral-differential
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equation for hollow droplet flattening for low and high Eu cases. For high Eu, they simplify
their equation into two equations based on droplet initial condition including infinity Re
and very low We, or low Re and infinity We numbers (Gulyaev et al. 2009; Gulyaev &
Solonenko 2013).

Kumar and Gu applied the volume of fluid (VOF) method to incompressible
Navier—Stokes equations and numerically investigated the flattening and solidification of a
hollow droplet in plasma thermal spraying conditions (Kumar & Gu 2012). A modified
VOF-based numerical method was applied by Safaei et al. to consider the effects of
gas compressibility along with liquid solidification during the high-velocity impact of a
hollow droplet (Safaei e al. 2017). Wei & Thoraval (2021) also have performed numerical
simulation of hollow droplet flattening impacting a solid surface to predict maximum
spreading of a hollow droplet. In addition, there are other studies investigating hollow
droplet behaviour after impact on a liquid pool (Deka et al. 2019; Zhu et al. 2020).

Moreover, a combined level set-volume of fluid (CLSVOF) numerical simulation was
performed to study the effects of gas pressure on the flattening of the hollow droplet (Li,
Zhang & Zheng 2019). Recently, the authors have conducted experimental and numerical
investigations on the flattening of the hollow droplet and described its differences with the
flattening of the dense droplet (Nasiri et al. 2021). It was shown that even though a portion
of liquid of hollow droplet leaves the surface as counter-jet, the maximum spreading
diameter of the hollow droplet is similar to that of the dense droplet with the same mass
(Nasiri ef al. 2021).

Generally, when a hollow droplet impacts a surface, it spreads and simultaneously a
counter-jet takes shape inside the entrapped bubble (figure 1) (Nasiri et al. 2021). The
counter-jet grows during the flattening of the hollow droplet, passes through the trapped
bubble and compresses the air inside the bubble, leading to bubble rupture. This bubble
rupture induces perturbations on the surface of the spreading droplet. The counter-jet
grows and depending on the impact velocity of the hollow droplet, breaks up and detaches
from the surface or recoils towards the surface.

To better understand the flattening process of a hollow droplet, in this work, a
comprehensive experimental and numerical study is performed on hollow water droplets
impacting a surface. The effects of bubble size and location on spreading diameter,
counter-jet shape and splat thickness are investigated. Additionally, a theoretical study
is performed to calculate the maximum spreading of a hollow droplet after impact on a
surface.

2. Experiment set-up and measurements

The schematic of the experimental set-up is shown in figure 2. Impact experiments were
performed at room temperature with 40 % relative humidity in the ambient environment.
The droplets were injected from a needle with an inner diameter of 2.18 mm connected to
a syringe pump at a flow rate of 50 WL min~! (Pico Plus, Harvard Apparatus). Another
needle was implemented inside the main needle to inject air into the liquid droplet, where
the tips of both needles were located in a line. When a droplet started to form at the tip of
the liquid needle, the second needle was used to inject an air bubble into the droplet. The
gas injection process was done with constant flow rate, manually. Liquid and air injection
were continuous until further increment in the droplet weight caused the hollow droplet
detachment from the needle tip. It should be mentioned that the proposed set-up is capable
of producing hollow droplets, but the size of hollow droplets produced vary significantly
and the experiments had to be repeated several times to produce a hollow droplet with
almost exact sizes.
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Figure 2. Schematic of the experimental set-up of hollow droplet impact.

The height of the needle above the surface was varied between 50 and 700 mm, resulting
in impact velocities ranging from 0.5 to 3.6m s~!. A high-speed camera (Phantom v711,
Vision Research) recorded the impacting droplets. The process was illuminated by a lamp
enabling filming the process at a rate of 5000 fps and an exposure time of 30 j.s. The video
signal was recorded in the memory of a PC, and the images were analysed using ImageJ
software (version 1.46, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD).

The apparent, advancing and receding contact angles of water droplet on the aluminium
surface were measured as 85°42°, 94°42° and 65°+2°, respectively. The fall of hollow
droplets from 50 mm height was recorded on the video camera, and the spread droplets
were weighed on a balance accurate to 0.05 mg. From the taken images, the outer diameter
of the droplet (Dj) and the diameter of the bubble (Dp—juage) Were measured. Considering
the density of water and calculating the total volume of the hollow droplet, the actual
diameter of the bubble (Dp) was evaluated. Measurements show that, due to the fisheye
effect, Dp_image 1s not equal to Dy, and it needs to be corrected. These measurements were
repeated for ten droplets and at the end, the following correlation was derived to calculate
the actual size of the bubble from token images (Nasiri et al. 2021):

Dy = 0.86 X Dp_jmage- 2.1

The details of the hollow droplet size calculations and experimental set-up are presented
in the previously published article of Nasiri et al. (2021). To report the experimental data,
ten similar hollow droplets with less than 10 % standard deviation in the size of droplet
and bubble were measured.

3. Numerical analysis

To explain the experiments and provide a better understanding of the reasoning behind the
formation and detachment of liquid counter-jet, a numerical model has been used to solve
compressible continuum equations for the drop flattening on a surface. Figure 3 shows
schematics of a hollow droplet impacting a flat surface. Several parameters are defined to
characterise this process. The main geometrical parameters are the initial diameter of the
hollow droplet (Dj,) and the initial diameter of the bubble inside the hollow droplet (D),
which are shown in figure 3(a). The flattening of a hollow droplet is schematically shown in
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Figure 3. Geometrical model of a droplet impacting a flat surface: (a) hollow droplet before and after impact;
(b) dense droplet before and after impact; (c¢) hollow droplet spreading after impact.

Density, o Viscosity, u  Surface Tension, 0 Thermal conductivity, k¥ Specific Heat, C,

(kgm™) (kg (ms)™") (Nm™) (W (mK)~h) J (kegk)™
Water 998 89 x 1074 72 x 1073 0.6 4186
Air 1.225 1.8 x107° — 0.0242 1006.43

Table 1. Properties of water and air at 7 =300 K.

figure 3(c) showing the related parameters of counter-jet diameter (D), counter-jet height
(hej), counter-jet velocity (U;), spreading diameter (D), splat height (k) and spreading
velocity (Ug). Equivalent diameter (D,,) of a hollow droplet is defined as the diameter of
a dense droplet with the same weight (figure 3b). These diameters are related to each other
by the definition of «, B parameters as

Dp = aDey, Dp = BDey. (3.1a,b)

From (3.1), it can easily be concluded that 3 — 83 = 1. To study the impact process, a
hollow droplet with a size of Dy, = 5.6 mm, Dj = 4.5 mm and D,; = 4.4 mm is simulated
at different velocities. The hollow droplet vertically impacts a flat aluminium surface with
an initial temperature of 300 K. The ambient pressure and temperature are 1 atm and 300,
respectively. The properties of fluids used in this simulation are presented in table 1.

Due to the symmetry of the process, a 2-D-axisymmetric domain was used to simulate
the droplet impact on a flat surface. The computational domain and boundary conditions
are shown in figure 4. The behaviour of a hollow droplet, including spreading and bubble
ruptures, was captured in the simulations with grid numbers from 208 000 to 1 200 000.
The results were validated with extracted experimental data. Compromising the accuracy
and time, a structured grid with total grid numbers of 340 000 was chosen to simulate
all the cases. The results for mesh independency of the solution have been reported in
the previous study of the authors (Nasiri er al. 2021). With the current grid distribution,
approximately 100 cells per diameter exist inside the hollow droplet before the impact.
It should be mentioned that cells were more concentrated near the symmetry axis and
along the bottom boundary, the cells are fine and uniform at the impact location (around
0.125 mm) and the grid distribution is constant at different time steps.

The no-slip boundary condition is applied on the bottom surface and the pressure
boundary condition is zero gradient. The dynamic contact angle is used to simulate the
liquid motion on the bottom wall. The apparent, advancing and receding contact angles
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Figure 4. Computational domain and boundary conditions of the specified problem.

Apparent contact angle  Advancing contact angle ~ Receding contact angle
Aluminium 85° 94° 66°

Table 2. Measured contact angles of water on different surfaces.

for water on an aluminium surface are reported in table 2. For the other side of the
domain, velocity boundary conditions are assumed to be zero gradient while the pressure
is atmospheric pressure.

The mass, momentum and energy equations are the governing equations to be solved to
simulate hollow droplet flattening with the VOF method as

%"‘V'(P U) =0, (3.2)
a(gzU) +V - (pUU) = —Vp+pg+ V- {ulVU+ (VO I} + Foor.  (3.3)
d(pC,T 9 90K
%"_V'('OCPUT):V‘(]CVT)‘I'B_I;_(%+V°(,OUK)), (3.4)

where p, U, P, g, K and C, are mixture density, velocity field, pressure, gravitational
acceleration, the kinetic energy of fluid, and the specific heat, respectively. Surface tension
is considered as a source term (F,,;) and can be calculated using the Brackbill method
(Brackbill, Kothe & Zemach 1992). To solve momentum equations correctly, the pressure
field can be calculated from the following equation (Miller et al. 2013):

7 W\ [dp
y—+0—-y)— )| —+U:-Vp|+V.U=0, 3.5)
Pl pg ) Lot

where ¥, ¥,, p;, pg and y are the compressibility and the density of liquid and gas,
and the liquid—gas volume fraction, respectively. Defining compressibility as ¥ = dp /0P
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based on the ideal gas equation of state, gas compressibility and liquid compressibility
take the forms of

Vo= —, Y= —, (3.6a,b)

where z represents compressibility factor with the isothermal equation of state assumption.
Parameter a represents sound velocity in the liquid. It should be noted that regarding the
impact velocity of the hollow droplet (1-6 m s~ 1), the compressibility does not play a role
in the dynamic of hollow droplet flattening and can be ignored.
To track the interface of two fluids, the VOF equation is used (Miller et al. 2013):
d(y) —y¥ Dp

T-’-V'(VU): o E=V(1—V)C+VV'(U)

¥, W\ D
.= <_l+_g> p
pi - pg) Dt

By solving the above equation, the value of y can be obtained for each computational cell.
The cell is occupied by liquid if y = 1, whereas the cell is occupied with gas if y = 0. Any
value in the range of 0 < y < 1 indicates that the cell contains a liquid—gas interface. Once
y has been determined, the surface tension force can be calculated as follows (Brackbill
et al. 1992):

(3.7)

Vy
Fyoy=0k(Vy), k==-V-(=—], (3.8)
IVyl

where o and « represent the surface tension of the liquid and the surface curvature,
respectively, and Vy is a continuous function that is zero everywhere in the domain except
for the transitional area at the interface. The mixture properties can be expressed as

u=yu+ 1 —=y)ug, (3.9)
p=ypi+ (1 —=y)pg, (3.10)
k=1yk + (1 —y)k,, (3.11)
cp=vepi+ U —=y)pg. (3.12)

To optimise the computational time, an adaptive time step control feature was
applied. This controller, which keeps the solution stable, was adjusted based on the
Courant—Friedrichs—Lewy (CFL) number (Co = U;At/Ax) at the beginning of the time
iteration loop. Using the values of the velocity of the phase fractions and At from the
previous time step, the maximum local CFL number (Cog) was calculated, and a new time

step was iteratively initiated as

00

where Co,q, and Aty prescribe values for the CFL number and time step, respectively
(Yeganehdoust et al. 2020). It should be noted that codes of OpenFOAM open-source
solver have been used to simulate the droplet flattening.

C C
Ar = min =279 A g (14 21227 ) Aso: Ao Ato: Abys b (3.13)
C Coy

4. Results and discussion
After impact, a dense droplet flattens on the surface until reaching its maximum spreading
diameter and then retracts towards the centre (figure 5a). This retracting liquid results in
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Figure 5. Selected snapshots showing droplet impact on an aluminium surface: (a) dense water droplet
with D,y = 4.4 mm impacting at Uy = 3.6 m s~ Y (We = 790, Ca = 0.0016); (b) hollow water droplet with
Dy =5.6 mm, D, =4.5 mm and D,;, = 4.4 mm impacting at Uy = 3.6 m s~ (We =790, Ca = 0.0016);
(¢) hollow water droplet with Dy, = 5.6 mm, Dj = 4.5 mm and D,y = 4.4 mm impacting at Uy = 1.0 m s
(We = 60, Ca = 0.0016).

an oscillating bulk of water on the surface until it stabilises. There is no liquid detachment
from the surface during the whole process. In contrast, the behaviour of a hollow droplet
impact is different (figure 5b); while a hollow droplet spreads on the surface, a counter-jet
takes shape in the axial direction.

This counter-jet crosses the upper shell of the entrapped bubble. When the hollow
droplet reaches its maximum spreading diameter, the central counter-jet is still growing
and eventually breaks away from the spreading liquid. As a result of this breakup, a portion
of liquid mass detaches from the surface while the remaining liquid stabilises and takes a
semicircular shape similar to the dense droplet.

When a dense droplet impacts a surface, the pressure of the liquid at the contact point
increases. This high pressure gradually decreases inside the droplet. The liquid located at
this high-pressure region intends to move to regions with lower pressure. Nevertheless, the
liquid cannot recoil and move upward because of the pressure gradient inside the droplet.
Therefore, the liquid can only spread in the radial direction and consequently, the dense
droplet flattens on the surface. As a result, the kinetic and surface energies of the droplet
before impact convert to the surface energy of the spreading droplet and dissipate through
viscosity. The equilibrium between these energies determines the spreading diameter of
the droplet (Nasiri et al. 2021).

However, when a hollow droplet impacts a surface, the same high-pressure region
at the impact location can be observed. The only difference is that this high-pressure
region does not gradually decrease inside the droplet. Instead, there is a pressure gap
between the high-pressure region of the droplet with the upper half of the droplet. This
pressure gap allows the pressurised liquid to move upward in addition to spreading on
the surface. Thereupon, a counter-jet forms on the surface as the hollow droplet flattens.
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Considering the equilibrium between the energy before and after impact, the spreading
portion of the hollow droplet has less energy to spread on the surface compared to the
dense droplet. Therefore, a smaller spreading diameter is observed for the hollow droplet
in comparison to the dense droplet. It should be noted that, as a result of the impact, the
pressure inside the bubble increases (Nasiri et al. 2021).

Many parameters affect the behaviour of a hollow droplet after impact on the surface,
including droplet velocity (figure 5c), type of the liquid, size and location of the entrapped
bubble. For instance, at hollow droplet impact with low velocity or high viscosity, which
can be distinguished as low Re number, the spreading diameter of the hollow droplet is
lower than that of hollow droplet impact at high Re numbers. This is due to lower kinetic
energy, which can be dissipated by a higher ratio of viscous force, surface tension and
gravitation force. The other difference concerns the formation of the counter-jet. Even
though the counter-jet forms even at impacts with low Re numbers, the length of the
counter-jet is small, there is no detachment and the counter-jet returns to the spreading
portion of the liquid. Therefore, the effects of these parameters on the behaviour of the
hollow droplet are studied through a detailed numerical investigation.

Figure 6 shows snapshots of the simulation of a hollow droplet impacting on a surface
with Uy = 3.6 m s~!. As can be seen, the flattening behaviour of the hollow droplet
predicted by the numerical simulation is similar to the captured experimental photos. The
only difference is the fingering phenomenon in the experimental images, which was not
captured due to the 2-D-axisymmetric assumption in the numerical simulations.

Moreover, two critical parameters obtained by the numerical simulation, i.e. the
spreading diameter and the counter-jet height of the hollow droplet after impact, are
compared with the measured experimental data in figure 7. As is shown, the numerical
results are in good agreement with the experimental data at different velocities.

4.1. Hollow droplet impact at different velocities

Figure 8 shows snapshots of the numerical simulations of the hollow droplet at different
velocities. The spreading and the counter-jet formation is captured at all different
velocities. By increasing the impact velocity, the length of the counter-jet becomes longer
while its width gets thinner. In addition, the spreading diameter is increased by the impact
velocity of the hollow droplet.

The characteristics of the hollow droplet impingement on a surface are demonstrated
in figures 9 and 10. Dimensionless numbers are defined to provide more comprehensive
information. Figure 9(a) shows the dimensionless spreading diameter (D} = D/D,,) of a
hollow droplet during dimensionless time (t* = tUy/D.,) at different impact velocities.
The droplet spreading increases with droplet impact velocity (Up) until it reaches its
maximum value, then recoils and forms a semicircular shape.

The dimensionless counter-jet height (hjj = h¢j/Deg) against dimensionless time is
demonstrated in figure 9(b). The height of the counter-jet grows until it reaches a maximum
value and then starts to fall at low impact velocities. However, the height of the counter-jet
increases permanently until it detaches from the surface at high impact velocities. The
slope of counter-jet height against time at different droplet impact velocities is shown here.
Clearly, a similar slope at different impact velocities can be observed, especially at initial
instances of the counter-jet formation. Then, the slope decreases, resulting from dissipation
of energy during counter-jet formation and progress. The decrement is more evident at low
impact velocities, while the slope is almost linear during counter-jet progress, especially
at high impact velocities.
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Figure 6. Selected snapshots of experimental images and numerical simulation for a hollow water droplet
with Dy = 5.6 mm, Dy = 4.5 mm, D.; = 4.4 mm impacting on an aluminium surface at Re = 17 760 and

We = 790 (corresponding to U = 3.6 m s~! ). The experimental images are shown to be compared with the
results of the numerical simulation.

Figure 10(a) shows the dimensionless counter-jet velocity (U:fj = U.j/Up) against
dimensionless time (#*) at different impact velocities. At the impact of the hollow droplet
on the surface, a counter-jet forms, which moves perpendicular to the surface. The
velocity of the counter-jet increases with progress in time. This increment continues until
a maximum velocity. The maximum velocity point occurs before the penetration of the
counter-jet into the upper shell of the entrapped bubble (figure 11). At low Re number, the
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Figure 7. Characteristics of a hollow droplet with Dj =5.6 mm, Dy = 4.5 mm, D, = 4.4 mm and
Ca =0.0016 impacting at different velocities: (a) spreading diameter (D} = D;/D,,) versus time
(t* = tUp/D.q); (b) counter-jet height (hﬁj = h¢j/D.q) versus time.

counter-jet retracts towards the surface after reaching a peak which is shown by negative
velocity in figure 10(a). However, at high Re number, the counter-jet develops with a
constant velocity (UZT]. = 0.4) until it detaches from the surface.

The dimensionless volume of the counter-jet (V;} = V¢j/[aBVeq]) at the maximum
spreading time is demonstrated in figure 10(b) for different velocities. This volume
includes the liquid pillar from the surface which has a positive velocity in the Z direction.

As it can be seen, the volume of the counter-jet is almost V. = 0.3aBV,, at the
maximum spreading, no matter the hollow droplet impact velocity.

4.2. Bubble size

The other parameter that affects the hollow droplet impact characteristics is the size of
the entrapped bubble. Figure 12 shows snapshots of hollow droplets impact with different
bubble sizes. The formation of the counter-jet is the same for all droplets. Nevertheless,
the counter-jet shape is different. As the size of entrapped bubble increases, the size of
the counter-jet grows. In addition, there are oscillations on the counter-jet’s surface for
hollow droplets with small, trapped bubbles, leading to faster breakup and detachment of
the counter-jet from the surface compared to hollow droplets with larger bubbles.

To enable an accurate comparison between hollow droplet impacts with different bubble
sizes, numerical simulations are performed on hollow droplets with a diameter of Dj, =
5.6 mm and different bubble sizes impacting on a surface with velocity Uy = 3.6 m s~ .
Hollow droplets with constant outer diameter (D;, = 5.6 mm) and different bubble sizes
(Dyp) are considered where the hollowness ratio (8/«) varies from 0.25 to 0.85. Snapshots
of numerical results for hollow droplet impact with different bubble locations are presented
in Appendix A.

Generally, hollow droplets with different bubble sizes have similar behaviour after
impact on the surface. As the size of the entrapped bubble decreases, the maximum
spreading diameter of the hollow droplet increases due to higher mass of the droplet, which
impacts the surface (figure 13a). It should be mentioned that in figure 13(a), the spreading
diameter is non-dimensional using an equivalent diameter of each specific droplet and can
be calculated by (3.1).
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Figure 8. Selected snapshots of numerical simulation of a hollow water droplet with Dj = 5.6 mm,
Dy, =45 mm, Doy =44 mm and Ca=0.0016 impacting a surface at different Weber numbers:

(@ Up=18 m s '(We=198); (b) Up=24 m s~ (We=350); (¢) Up=23.6 m s~ (We=790);
(d) Up = 4.8 m s~ (We = 1410).

The other parameter which is influenced by the size of the bubble is the counter-jet
height. As is shown in figure 13(b), the height of the counter-jet increases over time
with a similar slope for all hollow droplets except for hollow droplets with hollowness
ratio parameter f/a < 0.35. This is due to the higher thickness of the bubble shell
for low-hollowness-ratio droplets, which reduces the counter-jet energy during passing
through the upper shell of the bubble. Nevertheless, the maximum height of the counter-jet
at each time does not belong to the hollow droplet with the smallest or largest bubble.
There is an optimum value for the size of the bubble, which leads to the highest counter-jet
length, which is Dy =4.0 mm and can be calculated for any hollow droplet with the
optimised hollowness ratio parameter (8/a)* = 0.71.

Figure 14(a) shows the dimensionless velocity of the counter-jet during the
dimensionless time. The trend of the counter-jet velocity is similar to what was seen in
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Figure 9. Numerical simulation results of characteristics of a hollow droplet with D, = 5.6 mm,
Dp =4.5 mm, D,; = 4.4 mm and Ca = 0.0016 impacting at different velocities: (a) spreading diameter
(D} = Dyg/D,y) versus time (* = tUy/D,,); (b) counter-jet height (hfj = h¢j/Dey) versus time.
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Figure 10. Numerical simulation results of characteristics of hollow droplet D, = 5.6 mm, D = 4.5 mm
and D4 = 4.4 mm impacting at different velocities: (a) velocity of the counter-jet (U:j = U.j/Up) versus time

(t* = tUp/D.q); (b) counter-jet volume (V;"j = V¢j/laBVeq]) versus droplet impact Reynolds number at the
maximum spreading time.
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Figure 11. Snapshots of the counter-jet penetration into the upper shell of the bubble for a hollow droplet with
Dy = 5.6 mm and Dg = 2.8 mm impacting at Re = 17 760 and We = 790 (correspondingto U = 3.6 ms™1).

figure 10(a). After formation, the counter-jet velocity increases until it reaches the upper
shell of the bubble. For hollow droplets with g/« > 0.35, the counter-jet passes through
this shell and loses a portion of its kinetic energy and continues with an average velocity
of Ujfj = 0.4. This value is less for hollow droplets with B8/« < 0.35, which justifies
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Figure 12. Selected snapshots showing hollow droplet impact at Uy = 3.6 m s~ and Dy = 4.54 mm
(We = 790, Ca = 0.0016) with different bubble sizes: (a) D, = 4.6 mm, D;, = 0.96 mm; (b) D, = 4.84 mm,
Dy = 2.7 mm; and (¢) D, = 5.4 mm, Dj = 4.0 mm.

(@ 60 () 3.0 n2
= Bla=0.85 R
, — »vY
I - 7 Bl =0.80 -
S Poar et e
- W v =VU. |
T S| <Bla=050 ’,ﬂ’éﬁ
£2a E 5 [ +B=035 P
o I Q Y=
& - 82 18F e pBa=025 .',-F‘
% S < [72) Q@ E .-'
= S 301 & 3 ~ i .I-
g3 I " Ba=085 | 22 1oL -
é g :‘ Bla=080 | -2 2 r
S L > Bla=0.71 S = A
g 2=t 15 _‘ < ‘B/(XZOGO Qé i ‘.“.W
A A « Bla=050 | -8 0.6 | >
e Ba=035 | A I
° /3/0! =0 R u"
PR SR SRR SN N TR TR UUNET TUNE KON SN SN THNNN TN (RS SHNSE TN SN PRI SR S T T TR SR [ SN TR T [T SO SR N1
0 2 4 6 8 0 2 4 6 8
Dimensionless time (¢1U,/D, q) Dimensionless time (1U,/D, q)

Figure 13. Numerical simulation results of the spreading characteristics of a hollow droplet
Dj, = 5.6 mm (Ca = 0.0016) with different bubble sizes impacting on a surface at Up = 3.6 m s~ 1
(a) spreading diameter (D} = Dys/D.,) versus time (t* = tUp/D.y); (b) counter-jet height (hfj = h¢j/Deg)
versus time.
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Figure 14. Numerical simulation results of the spreading characteristics of a hollow droplet D; = 5.6 mm
(Ca = 0.0016) with different bubble sizes impacting on the surface at Up = 3.6 m s~ (@) velocity of the
counter-jet (Ujj = U,/Uyp) versus time (t* = tUy/Dey); (b) counter-jet volume (Voljj = Vol.j/[ap Voleq))
versus hollowness ratio at maximum spreading time.

lower slopes of the counter-jet heights of these droplets in figure 13(b). The other issue
is the counter-jet level falling after the first peak. It is shown that as the hollowness ratio
(B/) increases, the minimum point decreases and for the hollow droplets with highest
hollowness ratio (8/«), the minimum point peak is vanished.

The counter-jet velocity shows two picks during counter-jet evolution. The first picks
occurs when the counter-jet penetrates the bubble and reaches upper shell of the bubble.
At this point, the liquid in the upper portion of the hollow droplet damps the counter-jet
motion and reduces the counter-jet velocity. This pick has been observed in all cases and
it is more severe in case with low hollowness ratio, as the counter-jet has to pass a thicker
shell.

However, there is a second pick that only has been seen in cases with lower hollowness
ratio. This pick can be due to the liquid portion which is still falling after the bubble
collapse or because of bubble rupture which induces velocity to the counter-jet. In the case
of hollow droplets with low hollowness (thicker bubble shell), when the bubble ruptures,
the liquid shell moves fast towards the substrate as a ligament and joins the flattening
liquid. This liquid mass increases the counter-jet velocity again until a point where the
gravity decelerates the counter-jet. As the hollowness ratio increases, the bubble shell
becomes thinner. In droplets with high hollowness ratio, the bubble explodes and a thin
liquid shell disperse around it which cannot significantly change the counter-jet velocity.

The dimensionless counter-jet volume at the maximum spreading time is demonstrated
in figure 14(b). The size of the entrapped bubble can affect the shape, and the volume of
the counter-jet at it was reported in figure 12. Nevertheless, the dimensionless volume of
the counter-jet is in the range of 0.26 < Voljj < 0.34. This variation decreases for hollow
droplets with high hollowness ratio and reaches a constant value of Volfj = 0.3 or Vol.j =
0.3aB Vol,g.

Plasma spraying is one of the main applications of hollow droplets due to the possibility
of producing coatings with higher porosity. This increased porosity is a result of increased
roughness on the solidified splats. Hence, the effect of bubble size on the roughness of
the splat at maximum spreading is demonstrated in figure 15. In addition to differences in
the shape of the counter-jet and the spreading diameter of hollow droplets with different
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Figure 15. Numerical simulation results of counter-jet height versus spreading radius of a hollow droplet
Dj, = 5.6 mm (Ca = 0.0016) with different bubble sizes impacting on a surface at Uy = 3.6 m s~ ! at maximum
spreading time.

bubble sizes, which can be seen in figure 14, the splat surface roughness is another
parameter that can distinguish the effect of bubble size (figure 15b). As can be seen,
droplets with a higher hollowness ratio have a rougher surface than the hollow droplets
with a lower hollowness ratio. This is due to a thinner bubble shell of hollow droplets with
a high hollowness ratio which can be affected by the bubble explosion that induces more
strong perturbations to the surface of the splat.

The other issue that is important to note is that when a droplet impacts a surface, a small
portion of air entraps underneath the droplet that cannot be washed off by the liquid inertia
due to the axisymmetric definition of the problem (Nasiri, Dolatabadi & Moreau 2022).

4.3. Bubble location

The location of the entrapped bubble inside the hollow droplet plays some roles in the
outcome of the droplet impact, as demonstrated in figure 16.

Four different cases are numerically simulated to investigate the effect of bubble location
accurately (figure 17). In the first case, the bubble is located at the centre, and in the last
one, it is located at the top. The dimensionless parameter §* = §/D,, shows the location
of the bubble inside the hollow droplet in which § is the distance between the centre of
the bubble and the centre of the droplet. In this figure, the size of the hollow droplet (Dy,)
and bubble (Dy) are the same for all four cases. Snapshots of numerical results for hollow
droplet impact with different bubble locations are presented in Appendix B.

Figure 18 shows the characteristics of hollow droplets after impact on the surface.
As is shown, the spreading diameter of all four cases is almost the same (figure 18a).
The hollow droplet with a bubble located on the centre has a slightly higher maximum
spreading diameter. The behaviour of the hollow droplet is reversed in the case of
counter-jet height (figure 18b). Even though the slope of counter-jet height against time
is almost equal for all cases, this slope is slightly higher for the bubble located on the top.

The effect of bubble location is more obvious on the smoothness of the formed splat at
the maximum spreading time. As shown in figure 19, the hollow droplet with the bubble
located at the centre has higher roughness than the hollow droplets with the bubble on the
top. It is probably due to the higher thickness of the upper bubble shell when the droplet is
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Figure 16. Selected snapshots showing the spread of a hollow water droplet with different bubble locations
impact at Up=3.6 m s~! with: (@) Dp=4.8 mm, D, =3.1 mm and D, =43 mm, §* =0.14;
(b) D, = 4.92 mm, Dj, = 3.44 mm and D,;, = 4.4 mm, §* = 0.0.
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Figure 17. Geometrical representation of the bubble location inside a hollow droplet.
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Figure 18. Numerical simulation results of characteristics of a hollow droplet (D, =5.6 mm and
D, = 4.5 mm) with different bubble locations impacting on a surface with Uy = 3.6 m s~ (We = 790,
Ca = 0.0016): (a) spreading diameter (D} = D;/D,,) versus time (t* = tUy/Dey); (b) counter-jet height
(h;‘j = h¢j/Deg) versus time.
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Figure 19. Numerical simulation results of counter-jet height versus spreading radius for a hollow
droplet Dy = 5.6 mm and D, = 4.5 mm with different bubble locations impacting on the surface with
Up = 3.6m s~ (We =790, Ca = 0.0016) at maximum spreading time.
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Figure 20. Impingement of a hollow water droplet with D, = 4.8 mm, Dj = 3.2 mm and D,y = 4.15 mm
on an aluminium surface at Uy = 3.6 m s ..

located at the centre. When the counter-jet forms and passes through the upper shell and
then ruptures it, the thicker bubble shell transfers more oscillations to the splat’s surface,
making its surface rougher.

Due to 2-D axisymmetric numerical simulations, it is assumed that the bubble is located
on the vertical centreline of the hollow droplet. However, during experimental studies, it
was observed that any small deviation in the bubble’s location from the centre of the
droplet affects the location of the counter-jet, as shown in figure 20.

5. Theoretical analysis

In characterising the hollow droplet impact, a void water sphere with a diameter of Dy, is
considered in which the diameter of the entrapped bubble is Dj. The mass of this hollow
droplet is equal to the mass of a dense droplet with a diameter of D,,. After impact, the
hollow droplet divides into two portions. One portion spread on the surface in the shape
of a flat cylinder with a diameter of D and height of A, while the other portion forms a
counter-jet in the shape of a vertical cylinder with a diameter of D; and height of A;. It is
assumed that no splashing occurs and the edge effects associated with the rim formation
are negligible. The droplets are considered large enough that the capillary length could be
neglected. (i.e. pngq /v = 1). Therefore, the effect of gravity is neglected and the only
contribution to the potential energy of the drop arises from the surface tension (Amini
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2020). In addition, as impact velocity increases, the droplet kinetic energy will be much
larger than surface energy (i.e. We > 1), and surface tension and contact angle effects will
eventually become negligible (Pasandideh-Fard ez al. 1996).

Before impact, the effective energies of the hollow droplet are kinetic energy (KE}),
surface energy (SE1) and gravitational energy, and the energy conservation equation of a
hollow droplet can be written as

KE| + SE| + GE| = KE>; + SE>g + GE>y + W + KEzcj + SEZC]' + GEQC]'. .

Considering the hollow droplet exactly before the impact, the centre of the droplet is
located at hp = D,,/2. Assuming a constant surface tension, and the energy values on
the left side are given by

Lo\ (T3
KE = (3008) (£D3,). (52)
SE| = DY + nDpY = na’ D, Y + np’D, Y = nD, T (@ + %),  (5.3)
_ T3 = (pelea ) (Zp2
GEr = (pghn) (£D%,) = (rs =2 ) (T0%)- (5:4)

After the hollow droplet impact, a portion of the droplet spreads and the other portion
forms a counter-jet. When the spreading part reaches the maximum spreading diameter,
its kinetic energy is zero. The gravitational energy is also negligible and assumed to be
zero. The only effective energy is the splat surface energy. The surface energy can be
calculated by

KEys = 0, (5.5)
GEy, = 0, (5.6)
SEss = ;D,%WY(l — c0s8,), (5.7)

where 6, is advancing contact angle (Pasandideh-Fard ez al. 1996). In addition, the work
done by viscous force can be calculated by

te v
W=/ / ¢ dQ2t;, (5.8)
0 0

where 2 is the volume of viscous fluid, 7. is time for the droplet to reach maximum
spreading and ¢ is viscous dissipation function, which is estimated by

U 2
¢ ~ M(TO) : (5.9)

Here, u is liquid viscosity and L is characteristic length estimated by the boundary layer
thickness (§) at a solid-liquid interface.

The time required for the hollow droplet to reach the maximum spreading diameter can
be estimated by assuming the outcome of the hollow droplet impact as two different parts,
one is a cylindrical disk with the diameter of D and thickness of % responsible for the
droplet spreading, and the other one is a cylinder with a diameter of D; and height of A,;
responsible for counter-jet formation (figure 3). Liquid flows from the droplet into the film
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and counter-jet through an area of diameter d with velocity Uy. The velocity at the edge of
the splat during spreading (Ug) is given by the conservation of mass law:

md? TCDEJ-

Based on figures 10 and 14, velocity (U,;), diameter (D.;) and volume (V) associated
with the counter-jet are estimated as U ~ 0.4Uy, D =~ 0.5Dj, while D, = BD,, and
Vej = 0.3aBVey).

The splat thickness (4) after impact can be calculated by equating the volume of hollow
droplet before impact (V},), the volume of the spreading liquid (V) in the shape of a disk
with height 4 and diameter Dy, and the volume of counter-jet (V,;) as a cylinder with a
height of A.; and diameter of D,

Vi = Vs + Vg, (511)
4n DYy mDRh 4 Dey
= = 1-0.3 — , 5.12
3 7% PR “ﬂ)x(3xs> (5-12)
h=(1—-0.3a8) 2 Py (5.13)
= — V. oo X — X . .
3 D2,

Since d varies between 0 and D,,, an average value is assumed for d ~ D,,/2. Substituting
h from (5.13) and the d parameter into (5.10) results in

dD 3 D2, Uy (1—048>
= oy = — Dm0 p , (5.14)
dr 32 Dy 1 —0.3apB
D> 3 Uy [(1-04p>
D _3h (—ﬁ )ts. (5.15)
Diwe  8Deg \ 1 —0.3ap
At maximum spreading condition D = Dy, therefore,
8D 1—-03
= 2Deq (170308 (5.16)
3 Up \1—-04p2
In addition, the volume of viscous fluid can be calculated by
D2 8
Q= “%. (5.17)

Pasandideh-Fard et al. (1996) calculated the boundary layer thickness of a dense liquid
droplet after impact on a surface as

D.,
§=2 (@) . (5.18)

Similarly, considering the assumption V; >~ 0.3af V., the volume of the liquid spreading
on the surface is (1 — 0.3a8)V,, and the boundary layer for the hollow droplet thickness
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can be written as

(5.19)

s_ s («/(1 —0.3ap) x Deq)
a VRe ’

in which the Reynolds number is defined as Re = pUyD,4/ 1. Substituting (5.9), (5.18),
(5.13), (5.16) and (5.17) into (5.8) yields

W= b U2D. D> 1 ( 1— 0.301,8) (5.20)
— 3P0 e ey G308 < Re \ 1 — 0.4 g2/ '
Kinetic energy of the counter-jet at maximum spreading time can be calculated as
KEy = 5pViUs. (5.21)
Considering U¢; >~ 0.4Ug and V,; >~ 0.3aB V., (figures 10 and 14), one can obtain
1 2 (T 3
KEsj = 5p(04 x Up) (g x Deq) % (0.3f). (5.22)

However, the counter-jet surface energy can be calculated by considering the counter-jet
in the shape of a cylinder with a semi-sphere on the top:

SErcj = SEpcj1 + SEacj2, (5.23)

L
SEpj = ZngY + DjheY . (5.24)

Assuming U¢; = 0.4Uy, D¢j >~ 0.5Dp, Dp = BD.y and Vi = 0.3aBV.,;, we get he >~
0.8(ct/B)D,.g and

T
SEpj = EDEJ.Y + nDjhgY, (5.25)
/32
SEp; = mYDy, [§ + 0.4a:| : (5.26)

Gravitational energy of the counter-jet at maximum spreading time can be calculated as

hej
GExj = pVijg— - (5.27)

Assuming D >~ 0.5Dj, Dy = BD4 and Vi = 0.3aBV,,, we get hej >~ 0.8(a/B)D,.q and

GE»j = (pg) (0.3a,3 x gz)gq) (0.4%Deq). (5.28)

Substituting (5.2)—(5.7), (5.22), (5.26) and (5.28) into (5.11), and noting that ¢ = J1+ 3
(3.1), one obtains

Dpar M We + 12N + Q Bo (5.29)
Deq 3(1 — cosby) +4f—Rie x I '
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Figure 21. Theoretical prediction of maximum spreading diameter of a hollow droplet: (@) with D,y = 4.4 mm
Dy, = 5.6 mm and D;, = 4.5 mm, impacting at different We and Re numbers; (b) with D,; = 4.4 mm, impacting

on the surface with Uy = 3.6 m s~} (We = 790, Ca = 0.0016) with different hollowness ratios.
in which M, N and I are defined as

M = (1—0.0488,/1+ B3), (5.30)

2
=1+ + 82— ’3 —0.4y1+ B3, (5.3D)
\/(1—03ﬁ\/1+/63)

(1-0.482)
0=(1-024+(14+ 8. (5.33)

The accuracy of the predicted maximum spreading from (5.29) was tested by comparison
with experimental and numerical measurements for a variety of hollow droplets impacting
a surface in a wide range of Weber and Reynolds numbers, and hollowness ratios. The
results of theoretical prediction for hollow droplet flattening are compared with numerical
data in figure 21.

The results show that the proposed model predicts maximum spreading diameter of a
dense droplet of a hollow droplet with less than 10 % error. The hollowness ratio for the
hollow droplets that have been tested varies between 0.25 and 0.85.

The magnitude of term 3(1 — cos6,) in (5.29) can be at most 6. Therefore, in cases
where (We/~/Re)I is large in comparison, the value of the contact angle will have little
effect on the maximum spreading diameter of the hollow droplet. In addition, it can be
concluded that if We > Iv/Re, the capillary effect can be neglected during the hollow
droplet modelling. Furthermore, for the hollow droplets with Bo < 1, the effect of the
gravity can be ignored during the modelling. It should be noted that this condition is
applicable during the simulation of hollow droplet in a thermal spraying process in which
the size of the particle is in the range of millimetres.
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Considering the value for M and N parameters, if We > 12, (5.29) reduces to

Dnac _ M peo2s (5.34)
Do V4

Based on the previous studies (Gulyaev et al. 2009; Gulyaev & Solonenko 2013), if
We — o0,

D 4 2
max _ 0.7 (1 +5 X) + (0.72 -3 X) ReV23UHx/3) (5.35)
eq

where x = (1 — (D), — Dp))>.
Also, if Re — 00, (5.29) reduces to

D max
De,

= /M We + 12N + Q Bo. (5.36)

This is while based on the Gulyaev and Solonenko studies (Gulyaev et al. 2009; Gulyaev
& Solonenko 2013),

Dmax

=0.75(1 + 0.8x) + (0.53 — 0.45 5 ) We-208+0-02x (5.37)
eq

Based on the numerical and theoretical results for hollow droplet flattening, the
maximum spreading of the hollow droplet can be between 80 and 100 % of the
maximum spreading diameter of a dense droplet with the same mass. This percentage
varies by the initial conditions before the impact including droplet velocity, bubble
size, etc.

6. Conclusion

The flattening of hollow droplets is investigated comprehensively in the current study.
We studied the influence of different parameters that may affect the hollow droplet
characteristics after impact using experimental measurements and numerical modelling.
Comparison of simulated images with photographs shows that the numerical analysis
accurately predicts the droplet shape during deformation. The results confirm that the main
difference between the hollow and dense droplets is the formation of a counter-jet after the
hollow droplet impact. As expected, the spreading diameter increases with droplet impact
velocity increment, resulting from the higher kinetic energy of the droplet before impact.
In addition, droplet impact velocity directly affects the counter-jet length. The counter-jet
height grows as the droplet impact velocity increases. However, the counter-jet height
rate change is the same for almost all velocities. The effect of bubble size is the other
parameter that is studied and shows that for hollow droplets with the same outer diameter,
the maximum spreading increases with bubble size reduction. In addition, the formation of
the counter-jet is not dependent on the bubble size. However, there is an optimum bubble
size which results in the most extended length for the counter-jet.

Furthermore, an analytical expression is developed to estimate the hollow droplet
maximum spreading on a surface using the most influential parameters. Predictions from
this model were shown to be in good agreement with the experimental measurements
over a large range of We and Re numbers. It has been shown that the maximum
spreading diameter of the hollow droplet is approximately 90 % of the maximum spreading
of the dense droplet with the same mass and impact velocity. Furthermore, the splat

962 A1-23


https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2023.182

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2023.182 Published online by Cambridge University Press

M. Nasiri, G. Amini, C. Moreau and A. Dolatabadi

thickness of the hollow droplet is nearly half of the splat thickness of the dense
droplet.
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Appendix A

The Mesh independency results are shown in figure 22. The spreading diameter and the
counter-jet length are shown for simulations with different numbers of meshes and the
results show that the numerical solver simulations do not depend on the number of cells.

(a) - (b)
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Figure 22. Mesh independency tests for hollow water droplet flattening with Dy = 5.6 mm and Dp = 4.5 mm

impacting at V = 3.6 m s~ !: (a) the spreading radius versus time; (b) the counter-jet height versus time (Nasiri
et al. 2021).
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Appendix B

Figure 23 shows snapshots of the numerical simulation of a hollow water droplet impact
on a surface. The outer diameter of the droplet and the impact velocity are the same for
all cases. The only difference is the size of the entrapped bubble, which is located at the
centre of the droplet and varies from /o = 0.5to 8/« = 0.8.

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

5.0 mm
o Y mn

e
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o i
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—
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Figure 23. Selected snapshots of numerical simulation of a hollow water droplet impact with
Dy, =5.6mm, Ca = 0.0016 and Uy = 3.6 m s~ with different bubble sizes: (a) B/« = 0.5; (b) B/ = 0.60;
(c) B/ = 0.71; and (d) B/ = 0.8.
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Appendix C

Figure 24 shows snapshots of numerical simulation of a hollow water droplet impact on
a surface. All impact parameters are the same except the location of the bubble, which
varies from the droplet centre (§* = 0.00) to the upper half of the droplet (6* = 0.09).

(a)

(b)

©

)
® | I BT
LZ.4

t=0ms t=2.0ms t=5.0ms t=12.0 ms

Figure 24. Selected snapshots of numerical simulation of a hollow water droplet with D, = 5.6 mm,
Dp =4.5mm, Dy =4.4mm, Uy =3.6m s™! We = 790 and Ca = 0.0016 with different bubble locations:
(a) bubble centre at §* = 0.00; (b) bubble centre at §* = 0.03; (c¢) bubble centre at §* = 0.06; and
(d) bubble centre at §* = 0.09.
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