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I n recent years the Political Studies Asso-
ciation of the United Kingdom (PSA) has
been concerned to monitor the impact of
educational cuts on political studies in
British universities and polytechnics.
Accordingly in 1986 the executive decided
to establish a data base of the profession
that would provide a systematic analysis of
staff, students, and departments.

The PSA has just published a report,
Political Studies in the Eighties by Hugh Ber-
rington (Newcastle University) and Pippa
Norris (Newcastle Polytechnic), which
summarizes the results of this research.

The report concludes that in universities
and polytechnics in the UK there are
approximately 1,000 staff and over 4,500
undergraduate and postgraduate students
in departments of political science. Over
the last decade there have been positive
trends in student demand, performance
and employment. All the indicators sug-
gest there has been a substantial increase
in demand among students for politics
degrees. Since 1981 the number of appli-
cants for polytechnic and university places
has increased by 20 to 25 percent. The
evidence also suggests that there has been
stronger demand among employers for
politics graduates. Over the last decade
there has been a marked improvement in
the proportion of politics graduates enter-
ing permanent employment. Politics grad-
uates have adapted well to changes in the
labour market, competing successfully for

careers in commerce, finance, industry
and public administration. The highest pro-
portion of politics graduates are now
absorbed by the commercial sector re-
flecting the expansion of the service sector
in banking, accountancy, and insurance.

Nevertheless despite these positive
trends it is clear that the profession is fac-
ing serious problems as a result of reduc-
tions in higher education since the early
eighties. The results of the research indi-
cate that there has been a gradual but con-
tinuous erosion of staffing which has had a
significant impact over time. The surveys
suggest that since 1981 staff in political
studies have been reduced at an estimated
rate of 1.4% to 1.5% per annum. If this
trend continues, it suggests the loss of 14%
to 15% over the decade, that is, the loss
of one in seven political scientists. Part of
this loss can be attributed to British polit-
ical scientists transferring to universities in
the United States.

This is the most serious problem facing
the profession although related issues in-
clude the lack of new appointments, the
shift from permanent to temporary work,
the increased teaching loads, the minimal
opportunities for lateral transfer between
British institutions, the proposed abolition
of tenure and the decline in morale within
the profession. Unless these serious prob-
lems are addressed the report concludes
that political studies faces an uncertain
future.

Copies of the report are available from
Hugh Berrington, Department of Politics,
Newcastle University, Newcastle Upon
Tyne, NEI 7RU, England (free of charge).
The data base has also produced a Direc-
tory of Political Studies (1987/88), which lists
over 1,000 staff in British departments.
This is also available on request.
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New from
University Presses of Florida ^

Human Rights and U.S. Foreign Policy: N^ H
Congress Reconsidered i\\l3\w
by David P. Forsythe
"An excellent account of congressional efforts to promote human rights in our foreign policy
during the seventies and eighties...especially useful in accurately describing the circumstances
and motivations prompting congressional human rights initiatives and in assessing their im-
pact."—Donald M. Fraser, mayor of Minneapolis and former congressman
U N I V E R S I T Y O F F L O R I D A PRESS. Cloth, $24.00.

Courthouse over White House: Chicago
and the Presidential Election of 1960
by Edmund F. Kallina, Jr.
"A highly readable account. Should dispel the myths about the 1960 presidential election and

serve as a major corrective."—Steve Neal, political editor, Chicago Sun-Times

U N I V E R S I T Y O F C E N T R A L F L O R I D A PRESS. Cloth, $25.00.

Philosophical Critiques of Policy Analysis:
Lindblom, Habermas, and the Great Society
by Lance deHaven-Smith
"deHaven-Smith's case for a multiple theoretical approach to the study of poverty presents a

significant challenge to scholars of public policy."—Peter Bachrach, Villanova University

U N I V E R S I T Y O F F L O R I D A PRESS. Cloth, $16.00.

The Politics of Progress: The Origins and Develop-
ment of the Commercial Republic, 1600-1835
by Hiram Caton
"A monumental work....an intellectual and social tour of modern civilization in the West."
—Isaac Kramnick, Cornell University

U N I V E R S I T Y O F F L O R I D A PRESS. Cloth, $49.00.

Between God and the Party: Religion
and Politics in Revolutionary Cuba
by John M. Kirk
"A significant scholarly work."—Maria Cristina Herrera, Instituto de Estudios Cubanos

U N I V E R S I T Y O F S O U T H F L O R I D A PRESS. December 1988. Cloth, $22.00.

Paper, $15.00.

Please add postage charges of $1.75 for the first book and 50<f for each
additional book. Visa and MasterCard accepted.
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