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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE

IN a communication which I addressed to the members of the Insti-
tute last October I informed them that the Bureau had decided that

despite the difficulties created by the outbreak of war it was the duty
of the Institute to continue as far as possible to promote the study of
Africa and its peoples as long as such work could be maintained in
accordance with the international character of the Institute. In par-
ticular it was felt that the publication of the Journal should be con-
tinued. Recent events have greatly altered the situation. Apart from
such technical difficulties as shortage of paper, it is clearly impossible
now to maintain a sufficient measure of international collaboration
for the Journal. It was hoped also that the Institute could continue
its series of publications during the war; but, while one book has
already been published and it is hoped to complete the publication of
others which have already reached an advanced stage, it would be
impossible in present conditions to consider any new publications.
In these circumstances it has been decided by the British members
of the Bureau that the Institute should suspend its activities for
the rest of the war. I deeply regret that this course should be un-
avoidable, and I look forward to the Institute resuming its work, as
soon as possible after the war is over, in accordance with the scheme
adopted in principle by the Executive Council in June 1939.

LUGARD

July 1940. Chairman of Executive Council.
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194 COMMUNICATION DU PRESIDENT

AUX MEMBRES DE L'INSTITUT

IES membres de notre Institut ont ete informes par une lettre que
J je leur ai adressee au mois d'octobre derniSr que notre Bureau etait

d'avis que, malgre les difficultes creees par la guerre, il etait notre
devoir de continuer le travail de notre Institut pour l'Afrique et les
Africains aussi longtemps qu'il serait possible de garder le caractere
international de notre ceuvre. Nous avions decide aussi de continuer
la publication de notre revue Africa. Malheureusement la situation
a change. A part des difficultes techniques telles que le manque de
papier, il nous est impossible de maintenir la collaboration inter-
nationale necessaire pour notre travail. Nous avions espere ne
point interrompre la suite de nos publications. Nous avons reussi a
publier un volume et nous comptons mener a bout la publication
d'autres volumes deja en preparation, mais il nous sera impossible de
penser a de nouvelles publications dans les conditions actuelles.
Dans ces circonstances il a ete decide par les membres britanniques
de notre Bureau que l'lnstitut suspendra ses activites pour la duree
de la guerre. Je regrette profondement que nous avons du prendre
cette decision, mais c'est avec une confiance profonde que j'attends
le moment ou notre Institut pourra reprendre son travail apres la
guerre, suivant le plan adopte en principe par le Conseil Executif
au mois de juin 1939.

LUGARD

Juillet 1940. President du Conseil Executif.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972000003569 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972000003569

